One Spirit: The Unity Of The Church

I Corinthians 12: 4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
5  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.

6  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 12  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
We desire to be the continuation of the church that was birthed in the Book of Acts.   Those of us that call this our church home want to know that we are part of that great church that was endowed with power from on high.  We desire to be the continuation of that early church.

We want to be part of a church birthed of the Spirit and not of mans ingenuity.
We want to be part of a church that is Spirit-Led not program driven.

We want to be part of a church that is a driving force behind the propagation of the Gospel of Christ. 

We want to be part of a church that has a clearly defined mission in a chaotic world.

We want to be part of a church that is recognizable as being something entirely different from the Godless culture that it exists in.
We do not just want to be apart from the culture, but we want to be part of a church that powerfully challenges and impacts that culture.  (Not Amish)

We want to be a church where people get saved all the time.
We want to be part of a church where the miraculous takes place.

We want to be a church of the Word of God.  

We want to be a church that has the right perspective, values and ideals.

The Book of Acts tells the story of the birth of that church.  It was born in a mighty out pouring of the Spirit of God.  As that church grew, (dynamically) it came to embody all of the things I have listed already.  But as you read about that church another element comes into focus.   An element that I believe is absolutely essential if we are to be that church.  

2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
2:44  And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

45  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

5:31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

When you look very closely at the picture of the early church what emerges is a picture of a people of one mind, one heart, one vision, and one voice.  THEY WERE UNIFIED.   They were one people, with one purpose, one voice.  I am persuaded, and before I finish this series of sermons I will persuade you, that the initial source of power of the early church was the fire of the Spirit of God.  Second only to that they were powerful because of their unity.  They were not just a diverse group of people that showed up at the same building twice a week, they were not a fractious bunch with conflicting agendas.  THEY WERE ONE, THEY WERE UNIFIED.  If we are to become a Book of Acts church in the new millennium we must be unified.  This is our supreme need.

It is not more prayer.
It is not better music.

It is not better preaching.
It is not more money.

It is not a new building.
It is not better administration.

It is not a new approach.  

We need all those things, they can all help us.  But our superseding need, our supreme need is unity.  It is foundational, it is essential, it is irreplaceable. 

How God Sees Unity
This premium that is set on unity comes from God Himself.  He has an understanding of unity, and the power of a unified people.  

Unity Is Unstoppable.  
Early on man came together on the plains of Shinar to build a great tower that would reach into the domain of God.  You can read the story in Genesis 11.  It seemed like ridiculous notion.  It seems ridiculous even knowing what we have accomplished in this age.  But the scripture lets you know that they were using bricks they baked themselves, and slime as mortar.  I would not have given them a hope of building their self-aggrandizing tower.  Yet God observed what they were doing and this is what He said:

Genesis 11: 6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people are one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

They are unified in their purpose, and they are all saying the same thing.  God declared that if a people are unified in their purpose and are communicating that purpose to each other there is nothing imaginable that they cannot do.  To stop their evil God had to confound their language so that they could no longer communicate the vision back and forth.  Can I tell you what works for evil works for good?  The only enemy has to do to derail the vision of this church is to get us saying different things, to get us talking at odds with each other.  As long as we have the same heart, and are speaking the same things nothing will be restrained from us.

God sees unity as an unstoppable force.  

Unity Is The Most Valuable Commodity Of The Church
Every kind of sin was part of the early church.  There was fornication, adultery, gossiping, and false doctrine.  Read the letters to the Corinthians and you will be stunned by the scandals.  But there was only one time when God punished a sin by death in the NT church.  That was when Ananias and Saphira tried to draw attention to themselves instead of promoting the well-being of the body.  I am hard pressed to believe it was the lie they told that caused them to die. Peter had cursed just a few days earlier.  There was bigotry in the early church.  I am fully persuaded that it was because they tried to gain a position of prominence in the body instead of regarding the whole body.  And without hesitation God destroyed them.  The church has and can survive anything except disunity. It was when self-interest was promoted over the good of the whole body that judgment fell.  

Logic dictates that if it was unity that made the early church powerful and dynamic, then disunity would be crippling, draining, and induce impotence in that body.  

Matthew 12:25  And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 

Unity is the most valuable asset of the church. 

The Supreme Need Of The Church
Paul wrote to those early churches scattered around the world.  He instructed them in prayer, in stewardship, in discipleship, and in all manner of spiritual disciplines.  But time and again he comes back to one theme, unity, protect your unity.

Endeavor to keep the unity of the faith.
Follow peace with all men.

Beware lest wolves come among you.
If any come preaching any other doctrine, (causing division) let him be accursed.

If any seem to be contentious, we have no such custom.
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Every thing he wrote led him back to this theme, this subject, unity, unity.  We have to be one, we have to one.  In every letter this was what he ultimately arrived at.
The Problem At Corinth
I mentioned that the early church had a ton of problems.  A lot of those problems were in the church at Corinth.  They had gross immorality, and sever misunderstandings and misapplications of scripture.  There were false teachings there.  But in the very first chapter of Ist Corinthians Paul tells you what the root of all the trouble is.

I Corinthians 1:10  Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11  For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

All of their troubled stemmed from their contention with one another.  Before Paul addressed any of their trouble he attacked the root of the problem.  

He taught a lot of great stuff to that church.  He taught them about spiritual gifts,  he taught them about the Lord’s supper, he taught them about subjection to authority.  But if you look closely at the scripture he is not really teaching those things, he is using those things to teach unity.  

He understood this is the supreme need of the church.

More Than Prayer
Until we are unified we will frustrate one another with our prayers.  James taught us that our prayers sometimes do not get answered because we pray for our own desires.  If we are not one our desires will be at odds and we are petitioning God against one another.  We are praying for God to change someone and they are praying the same thing about us and God is caught in the middle.   (legalistic/worldly)

Until we are one our prayers are at odds, and there is a certain frustration.  We are praying for different directions for our church, we are praying our own agendas for the work of God, when what we should be doing is unifying around the one thing that binds us together.  

-text-

We want to pray that God will reveal truth to the ones we disagree with.  This is because we don’t understand we are one.  When we understand we are one it changes how we pray.

John 16:3 When he, the Spirit of truth,

 is come,  he will guide you into all truth:

If you disagree with a brother or sister quit praying that God will reveal truth to them, and start praying that God will baptize them anew in the Spirit.  It is in the Spirit that we are one.

I Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

Unify In The Spirit
We do not unify around ideals, around doctrines, around personalities or around methods.  We are unified in the Spirit of God.

Galations 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

We must be unified, but we do not have to be uniform. 
There is allowance for all that we are, and our individuality to be expressed in the Body of Christ without breaking unity.   There is a difference in unity and uniformity.  

Paul uses the analogy of the body having different parts and they all work together.  I saw something there today that I have never seen before. 

I Corinthians 12:21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
The first makes a ton of sense.  There is such a thing as eye-hand coordination.  They must work together.  But my head and my feet met each other for the last time a long time ago.

-When you get bigger they no longer meet, but they are still part of the same body.

-It is easy to be unified with people we have a lot of contact with.  But we must be one with the people we never talk to.  

-They have nothing in common except they are part of the same body.

-We have a left side and a right.  Yeah….if we didn’t we would be all torso, a freak.  

-The reason this needs to be preached is so that we understand that our differences are not a curse, they are a source of strength, they makes us deeper and more powerful.  

-Call this preventive maintenance.
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