One Spirit: The Unity Of The Church

Part Two

Galations 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

We are continuing a study into the unity of the church.  Let me recap the salient items and points from last week. 

· According to I Corinthians 12 we are unified by the Spirit of God.  More than doctrine, dogma, creed, worship style, or any other thing what unites us is the Spirit of God. 
· The driving force behind the explosive growth and miraculous atmosphere was this unity in the Spirit. 

· 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.:44  And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 5:31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

· Unity is unstoppable.  

Genesis 11: 6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people are one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

· - What do we imagine to do as a church?
· God sees unity as the most valuable commodity of the church. 

· God sees unity as the supreme need of the church.

· Unity does not mean uniformity.  The 1st Corinthians 12 analogy of the body is powerful and allows for the vast differences and diversities we will see in the Body of Christ.

Galations 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

<read responsively>  I Corinthians 12: 12  The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15  If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17  If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19  If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21  The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23  and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24  while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25  so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

Unity Starts With You
OK, a little cheesy I know, but this is the reality, not only phonetically, but in all reality.  The prevailing climate of an organization, whether it is a home, an office, a sports team, a marriage, or a church is a composite of all of the attitudes, thinking, spirit and ideas of the individual members. 

I Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. (NIV) 27  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Everyone one of us from the most spiritual to the most carnal, from the friendliest to the most stand-offish, from the most outgoing to the most reserved, from the most passionate worshiper to the most rigid are all contributing to what this Body is.  

You (collectively) are the Body of Christ and each one of you (individually) are part of it. You are in part responsible for the atmosphere, health of the body. You can affect this body, positively or negatively.  The prevailing conditions of your life will contribute to the prevailing conditions of this churches life. (The smaller we are the more intense the effect)  You are joined to this body and your life will bleed into the body life of this church.  Unity starts with you. 

Phillipians 2:1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

1. If being part of Christ holds any value for you, if there has been anything worthwhile come to you as a result of it then be in unity.  (Is being part of Christ valuable to you?) And he gives you a bare bones blueprint for unity in verse two. 

2. Be like minded. Not complete agreement on every detail of every issue, shared values and concepts. In the basics unity in the details charity.

3. Have the same love (toward Christ)

4. Be one in Spirit.

5. Have shared purpose. 

That is the basic blueprint for unity.  (Again, in a marriage, in an office, on a sports team, in a church, in a family)

But then Paul goes right to where I have gone in this study.  And he speaks to where unity starts, with you, and specifically your attitude. This is the blueprint for unity now here are the specific materials you need and actions you must take to produce unity.  At this point you have a plan.  Now He is going to tell you what you need to have and do for this plan to result in unity. And it starts with you, more specifically your attitude, even more specifically, your attitude toward yourself and others. 

About You And Others

All I am going to do is bullet point what Paul wrote about what your attitude about yourself and toward others should be in a church setting. 

· Do not do anything because of competition, or to get credit and kudos for it.  (Speaks to your motivation for involvement)
· Be humble. (Lowliness of mind) (Speaks to your attitude toward yourself)
· Everyone should assume that everyone else is better than himself or herself. (Speaks to how you value other people.  This is not about beating up on yourself, it is about valuing other people.   How would this thinking transform relationships in your life?  How differently would you treat people if you really valued them in this way?)
· While making sure your needs get met, make sure the needs of others get met.  More to the point make sure your needs are not being met at the expense of others. (Is not Gospel life amazingly practical?)  (Speaks to your attitude toward others) (Failure here often shows up in generational issues and gender issues)  
And then Paul gives you the pattern, the model of this behavior. Christ.

Philippians 2: 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

WOW!   That’s heavy.  There are tons of people out there who imagine themselves to be profoundly deep spiritually because they pray in seven prayer languages, see angels, have dreams, have discovered their purpose in 40 days or less, wear a WWJD bracelet, and watch 18 hours of religious broadcasting a day that cannot live the simplicity in this passage.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ.   Again, let me bullet point what His attitude was, if you get this attitude going in your life you will solve 99% of relationship issues.  If this becomes the prevailing attitude in each of us it will become the prevailing attitude in our church and unity will not be a problem. 

Philippians 2: 6 Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as God. 7 He made himself nothing; he took the humble position of a slave.

· Did not demand His rights. 

· He did the opposite of promoting himself. He made Himself nothing. 

· He took the humble position of being a servant. 

Notice something: Right attitude produces right actions.  He had the attitude, the actions were the natural result.  You cannot fake this stuff long term.  Something has to be internally right for your actions to be consistently right over the long term.  

· He did not demand His rights because He knew who He was and was supremely confident in who He was. 

· He did not promote Himself because His purpose was greater than Him. 

John 12: 27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.

John 3: 30  He must increase, but I must decrease. John understood that for the kingdom to advance Christ had to increase in popularity and He would have to take a diminished role.  If we can get an attitude that what we are trying to do here collectively in building a local outpost of the kingdom of God is more significant than anything we are doing in life individually we will be willing to decrease so that others increase. We will be willing to be diminished so that God can become greater in other people’s lives.  If His increasing is tied to my decreasing how can I decrease? 

· What could that mean in real terms:

· My control of ministries may have to decrease?

· My leisure time may decrease so involvement in the kingdom can increase?

· My indulgence in temporary pleasures may have to decrease so that the eternal presence of God can increase in my life?

· If someone has talent greater than I that they are willing to use for God’s glory I need to be willing to decrease, so that they can increase.

· He took the position of serving, being a slave because He understood the economy of the Kingdom of God.  In the upside down Kingdom of Heaven serving ranks higher than ruling. 

Mark 10: 42  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44  and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.45  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

All of His actions were borne out of His attitude and His understanding.  We are collectively the body of Christ.  The prevailing attitudes of our lives will become the prevailing climate of this local outpost of the Kingdom.  If the attitude of Christ becomes our attitude we will become an amazingly unified, cohesive, caring, motivated, productive church.   This local representation of the Body of Christ will be all that it should be.

Why does God need a body?

The first body is easily understood, there had to be a sacrifice for sin.   But why a body now? 

Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.






