One More Witness

Matthew 26:59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.'" 62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64  "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66  What do you think?" "He is worthy of death," they answered.

There was no desire for truth in the Sanhedrin that day.  There was no intent to discover fact.  The guilt or innocence of Christ was not even a consideration.  The predominant and overwhelming desire was to kill Jesus Christ.  They had already decided they wanted Him dead, they had already determined to kill Him, the only purpose in the trial was to manufacture proof for what they already believed and to provide justification for the course of action they had already determined to take.  They walked into the court with their minds made up about what they believed and with their course of action already predetermined.  Thus there is no lengthy trial to determine guilt or innocence.  There is no long deliberation to decide punishment.

-Two witnesses make a statement.

-Verse 65/66

Why didn’t they look for more witnesses?  Why didn’t they hear more testimony?  Because they already heard what they wanted to hear.  They heard the testimony that fit their preconceived idea and that was enough.  Why do we need any more witnesses?  That is the cry of every closed mind that finds someone to reinforce what they already believe. I have heard enough is usually uttered when someone has heard what they want to hear.  As soon as they hear what they want to hear they don’t need any more witnesses.  (This is exactly why Dan Rather and CBS news are in trouble)

What would have happened if they had heard a few more witnesses?

There were people in that town that witnessed Christ raise the dead. 

There were blind people in that city that had been healed by Christ. 

There were women that had been given worth and value for the first time by the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

There were disciples that had received teaching that clarified the statements used to convict Christ. 

There were people that had seen Christ walk on water and command the wind and waves.
I wonder if the rabble would have been so willing to kill Him if they had heard a few more witnesses? 

Here is the message boys and girls: You need another witness. 

Some people want to believe all Christians are hypocrites so when they find one false Christian they quit looking.  They found a witness to confirm their preconceived idea. Do you have any idea how many millions of genuine, authentic Christians there are? You need another witness.   

Some people want to believe that faith in God is for simpletons, so they look for one professing Christian that has less than a spectacular IQ and quit looking. They found a witness to confirm their preconceived idea.  Are you aware that there are enormous amounts of people in the Kingdom of God that can stagger you with their intellectual brilliance? You need another witness.

Some people want to believe all preachers are crooks and liars and are just after their money.  So they latch onto the story of one crooked, immoral snake and pass judgment on every ministry every where. They found a witness to confirm their preconceived idea. The vast majority of people in ministry are selfless, giving, kind, patient, and honest.  And they will love your family, and stand with you in tough times, and celebrate good times, and encourage, and sacrifice their own life for yours and your family. You need another witness.  

Let me say it again “Why do we need any more witnesses?” is the cry of every closed mind that finds someone to reinforce what they want to believe. 

If you want to believe faith in Christ is for dummies you can find a witness.
If you want to believe there is no absolute truth you can find a witness. 

If you want to believe you do not need more of God that what you have already experienced you can find someone to reinforce that. 

If you want to believe that God is capricious, cruel, unjust and harsh you can find some bitter person to witness to that for you.  

If you want to believe God does not love you I am certain you can find somebody to tell you that.
But if you want to know God, experience God, connect with God, feel God you need to listen to somebody besides the few people around you that will reinforce what you already believe.  You need another witness.  

There is a danger in taking the word of a few witnesses and running with it.  There is a danger in getting this preconceived idea of what something is and never allowing any thing to move you from that opinion.   If you are not careful you will only hear and see what you want to.  

Luke 8:18 Take heed therefore how ye hear: (RIFF: Different ways to hear, listen, listen for what can change you, what you want to hear, you will hear what you want to)

Luke 10:25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26  "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" (RIFF: Do you read it looking for a loophole?  Do you read it with honest intellectual curiosity or to see if you can find something that substantiates your position)

Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachatani, - Father forgive them, they know not what they do - He calleth for Elias to come and save Him.  People hear what they want to hear.  They hear what was never said.  They hear what was never intentioned, because we instinctively look for a witness to what we already believe and feel.  We hear from our own bias, our own insecurity, and we bring that into our perception of Christ. 
Matthew 11:7 As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.

If you are not careful you will only hear and see what you want to hear and see and miss the greater thing God has for you.  

I have heard some bad music in my time.  Thank God I didn’t stop listening to all music because I heard a song that made my ears bleed. 

I have seen truly grotesque things done in the name of art.  How much would I be missing out on in life if I rejected all art forms because of one perversion?

I have met some obnoxious kids in my day.  Kids that make you want to beat them and their parents.  I am so glad I didn’t build a life completely without kids because of a few brats.
How much joy would I have deprived myself if I took the witness of a lousy song and formulated my judgment?  How much pleasure would I have missed in my life if I rejected art because of a stupid book, or a dumb movie, or a painting that was grotesque and perverse?   I cannot imagine how much less my life would be, how empty and meaningless if I had decided to never allow children in my life because of a few parenting train wrecks out there.  

You do not judge a high ideal by the lowest expression of it.  

Don’t miss out on what a life in Christ can be because of what a few misinformed witnesses have told you.  Don’t miss the power of praise.  Don’t miss out on the absolute spiritual profundity of praying in the Spirit because someone told you it is not for you.  Don’t reject Christ because of a few lousy Christians.  Don’t miss the incredible experience of being baptized with the Spirit of God because a few misguided souls told you it is not possible. Don’t miss out on how great being part of a church family can be because of one person that had a bad experience.   Quit looking for a couple witnesses that will satisfy your preconceived notion.  Get yourself another witness.  

For every witness that tells you cannot experience the presence of God I can point you to thousands that will tell you unequivocally you can.  

For every witness that tells you God will not work in the smallest details of your life I can produce countless testimonies to the contrary. 

For every witness that will tell you God cannot deliver you from ______ I can produce thousands that will tell you how it happened in their life. 

For every witness that will tell you that God can never love a person like you I can produce a thousand that were a thousand times worse than you and God loved them.

For every witness that will tell you that God is not real I can point you to a thousand that will tell you how they experience Him every day.
Hebrews 12: Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

“Well, I talked to someone who told me…

-Preachers are liars…

-God’s not real…

-All that wild worship and speaking in tongues is just emotionalism…

-The Bible is just an old book that really is not relevant today. 

So you talked to someone huh?  Did you talk until you heard what you wanted to hear?  Or until you got to the undeniable truth?  I know people that have missed a life time of joy in God because one influential person in their life told them…

Proverbs 11:14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

Hebrews 12 says that we are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses.

I don’t think this local assembly qualifies as a cloud or multitude…..yet…  But we are connected to the Body of Christ that stretches around this globe and whatever your question I can produce a multitude a cloud to answer every one of your witnesses that is lying to you. There are so many witnesses lying about God I wonder if anyone in here will refute them?  

Can God heal?

Can God deliver?

Will He forgive your sin?

Will He be merciful and gentle with you? 

Can God give you peace in the middle of all kinds of hell breaking loose in your life?

· Who told you that you were naked?  You would not have arrived at this conclusion in and of yourself?  Who have you been talking to that caused you to arrive at this place? 

· You took the word of a snake over a Creator?  What is your source for your most profound belief?  Are you getting your marriage advice from some embittered person who hates their spouse?   Are you getting your spiritual direction from some carnal loser that wouldn’t know a genuine, authentic God moment if God knocked them off their donkey in the middle of the Damascus road?  

· Who told you that you are naked?  Who told you I am not enough?  

Isaiah 53:1  Who hath believed our report and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?
· ​This is not  a question about the report, it is a question about what you choose to hear.  

· The report is what it is.  It is factual, it is true, & it is right. 
· The second part of this question is the key that so often gets overlooked.  To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?  But it is not a separate question, but a continuation of the same question.  (and) One translation reads like this, The arm of the Lord is revealed to those who believe the report?  
· Your ability to see the power of God manifest in your life, so see the arm of the Lord revealed to you, has everything to do with which witness you choose to believe.  
II Corinthians 2: 14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are not as many, which corrupt F7 the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.
