A Season In Hell

Psalm 16: 7  I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons. 8  I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 9  Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. 10  For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
If you read Peters’ sermon in Acts 2 you will learn that David is writing prophetically of Christ, who would be crucified, buried, and resurrected.  Although Christ understood what was going to happen to Him, He was not troubled.  Rather He “rested in hope” because of one piece of knowledge, “Thou will not leave my soul in hell”.

· Dicsclaimers: My sermon will not deal with the literal hell, but will be speaking metaphorically.  Sermon came from a sermon title and a book title. 

· I Peter, Psalm 68, Revelation 1, & Ephesians 4 give us an little glimpse of what transpired between the time of Christs’ death on Calvary and His resurrection on the third day.  There was some business that had to be tended to.

· The captives and bound spirits needed to be preached to. 

· The keys to death, hell, and the grave had to be rested from the one who held them.  

But there were some things that had to be tended to, that necessitated Christ make a pass through hell.  The Bible states very clearly that Christ ascended into the lower parts of the earth to accomplish those things.  No one wants to spend time in hell.  But Christ walked there sure in the knowledge that David penned so poetically, “Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell”.  It may be incumbent on me to be here for a while, but this is not the end of the story, this is not the final destination, this is not my ultimate fate, this is not the end all, this is not the final chapter.  

“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell”

I come to preach a word that is familiar to you, but I really believe you need to hear right now.  The path of your destiny may include a season in hell, but God will not leave you there.  He may take you through there, it may be part of your journey, but it is not your final destination.  

“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell”
I know that is not real exciting for some people, but that’s because they have not been through hell.  God has to promise them health, wealth, and good looks for them to get excited.  But this word is for those of us that have known sorrow, that have known frustration, that have know disappointment, that have know failure, that have known fear, for those of us that have spent or are spending a season in hell.   I do not need eloquent promises, I do not need a Lamborghini, I don’t need for the dude to come prophecy over me, I don’t need to fall out and see angels, all that stuff is great but right now just let me have this one sure bit of knowledge.

“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell”
Armed with that I can endure anything, overcome anything, outlast anything, just as long as I know that it is a season in hell, not my destiny.   I just want to be assured God will not leave me here.  

I understand what Paul was saying in I Corinthians 15.  If I had to confine my hopes and expectations to my present surroundings, I would be one more miserable man.  As a matter of fact Paul said he would be the most miserable.  

Three Essential Understandings
In our text our Lord declares that His soul shall rest in hope.  There are three understandings that people lack that cause them to be unable to allow there soul to rest in hope.  Instead they get ulcers, have heart attacks, get cranky, turn to drink/drugs, or lose their minds.  

1. The do not understand that where they are at is for a season.  (This knife cuts both ways.)

It will not always be this bad, some of you need to listen up because for you it will not always be this good.  You too will spend your season in hell.  Just know this, you are on the journey, you have not arrived at your destination.  People go nuts with despair because they don’t get this.  They don’t understand their current trouble is not their destiny.  

· It was this failing that kept Israel wandering around the desert for forty years.  Fussing and griping.  Not understanding that where they were was not the ultimate goal. Yes the sun is hot, the sand gets in everything, there is not much water, manna three times a day gets old.  But please understand this is not your destiny, this is what you have to go through to get there.  The end is;

· You are going to dwell in houses you did not build.

· You are going to live in a land flowing with milk and honey. 

· You are going to eat food that you did not plant.

· You will inhabit cities you did not have to sweat to erect.  

It was this understanding that sustained David through the long, tough years that King Saul was trying to kill him.  He was sleeping in caves, begging for food, chased, lied about, in danger of death his every waking moment.  Yet the whole time David had a kings anointing resting on him, and he knew it was just a matter of time until he would ascend to the throne and establish an eternal lineage.  The cave years are tough, even brutal, but they are just a season that precedes the kingdom years.  

Somebody shout; “It’s just a season!”
I will not be frustrated forever.

I will not be afraid forever.

I will not be alone forever.

I will not be discouraged forever.

I will not be broke forever.

I will not be sick forever.

I will not be ashamed forever.

I will not be confused forever.

I will not be unhappy forever. 

“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell!”

2.  God Hears You In Hell.

The first thought that hits our brain when we are going through our season is that God has abandoned us.  That somehow we have escaped His reach.  We forget that David said that if he were to make his bed in hell, even there would the hand of God find him.  

I don’t care how long you have been sinking, I don’t care how deep the valley, God can hear you in hell.

Jonah fled the will of God for His life.  Jonah 1:2 says he went down to Joppa, down into the hold of a ship.  Cast over the side of that ship and sank down below the waves where a fish swallowed him.  And took him down to the floor of the sea.  And when he could not sink any lower Jonah prayed. 

Jonah 2:1  Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 2  And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.
In II Samuel one writer put it this way;

II Samuel 22:4  I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 5  When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid; 6  The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; 7  In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears.

You will never sink so low, and God will never be so high that your cry cannot reach unto him.

3. Your Season Is Essential To Your Ending. (People need to understand)

Your season in hell has to do with your ultimate destiny.  Everyone wants to arrive, they are just shocked when the path takes them through hell.  But please understand that when you ultimately arrive you will arrive more powerfully for having sojourned through all your frustration and pain.  It is one thing to see the resurrected Christ in all His glory in Revelation 1.  But what puts it over the top is that dangling from His hand is a memento of His season in hell.  For John the Revelator said that when he saw Him, He was clutching the keys to death and the grave.  

Job understood this.  During his season in hell he penned these words.

Job 23:8  Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 9  On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him: 10  But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

Yes Jonah went through his season in hell.  But when that fish vomited him up on the beach outside Ninevah he walked into that city far more powerfully than he ever could have before.  Coming out of the belly of what they feared most he turned that city upside down with an 8 word message.  

His season in hell was essential to his ending.  

We all want Gods will, but remember the lesson God taught Jeremiah.  If you want my will you must submit to my wheel.  It is there I mold you, there I shape you.  It is a long, painful, arduous, process.  We all want His will but to get there we have to be willing to crawl up on His wheel and say work on me God.  Whatever I have to go through it is ok.  

