Move Your “But” To The Left

Acts 7:9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him, 10 And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.

There are two undeniable realities that every person must acknowledge.  They are as real as the seats we are sitting on, as fundamental as the air we breath.  

1. There Is A God
This is not a subject for debate, it just is.  Every civilization that has ever existed has worshipped a supreme deity of some sort.  Even when they were far from truth about God there still was an innate drive and inner compulsion to find a way to worship deity.   
Before language fully developed among primitive cultures they were making efforts to worship. 

Before systems of government reached basic and rudimentary levels religion had become incredibly sophisticated. 

Long before scientific knowledge made any significant change in how humans live concepts about God and faith had started to change how lives were lived.
You can try to deny Him, ignore Him, rationalize Him away, but the bottom line is out of your inner most being will emerge a cry that will let you know the there is a God. 

Had He never manifested Himself in any way I would still be convinced of His reality by the need I have for Him.  

Nobody has to convince me that there is water, I thirst.   Just as surely as I physically thirst for water…I concur with the Psalmist… 
Psalm 143:6 I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. (A natural action)imHim
I need God just like the parched soil needs rain.  The only proof of God I need is my desire of Him. 

Worship is the ultimate acknowledgment of your belief in God.  A refusal to worship, a failure to worship is a manifestation of your doubt about God.  That is why Jesus got so incensed when there was an attempt to shut down the worship of His disciples.  Acknowledging God is a driving force of nature and any attempt to squelch worship is an attempt to defy natural law.  You may as well try to defy gravity or circumvent the second law of thermo-dynamics.  It is just not going to happen because God is real. 

Luke 19: 37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 39  And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 40  And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.

Acknowledging God is as natural as breathing, sleeping, eating, and drinking.  And should you by force silence man nature would rise up and declare Him to be the King of Glory.  

This is one irrefutable truth and reality in the universe, there is a God!
2. There Is Evil In The World
I know you don’t want to hear it, but there is bad in the world.  There is a malignancy that can be random; but does not always operate by chance.  It can be very purposeful and methodical.  It can be as haphazard and opportunistic as a tornado wreaking havoc in the lives of people.  

Job 14:1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;

There is bad in the world. 

Injustice does happen. 

Disease destroys innocent people. 

You will be done wrong. 

Hatred is embedded in humanity. 

Violence is a daily occurrence in our world.

Hearts get broken on a regular basis. 

People suffer through excruciating pain, then it gets worse.

Good people get cheated and maligned.
There is evil in the world.  You can bury your head in the sand if you want but you are not going to do away with it.  

John 16:33 In this world you will have trouble.  

Suck it up and deal with it because life is not perfect.  And the trouble will range from the aggravating to the catastrophic and you have to deal with it if you are going to live on this planet.  

How you think about these two realities, God and Evil, how you position them in your thinking has profound consequences for your life.   How you position these two realities in relation to one another will determine if you will be a…

Person of peace or a person in turmoil…
Person of faith and confidence or a person ruled by fear and doubt…

Resilient person that overcomes by grit or a craven coward that life steamrollers…
Victorious person or a defeated person…

Person that is sure in your faith or plagued by doubt…
The Position Of “But” 

In our text we see both of these realities present.  But what is significant is not that they are both present, but how they are positioned.

Acts 7:9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: (There is evil, injustice, cruelty, violence, and suffering) but God was with him. (Not only is evil present, but so is God).

It may seem like a small inconsequential thing, but I am here to tell you it has huge implications.  The position of that little three letter word, that little preposition…”but”.  The position of that little word changes the whole dynamic of the story of Joseph’s life.  

It does NOT say…

”God was with Joseph but all this bad stuff happened to him.”

It says…”Yeah, some bad stuff may have happened, but God was with him.”

Too many people live their life “God but” instead of “But God”.
I know God is faithful but I have a lot of problems. 

I know God is forgiving but I am really bad.

God is good but I am so undeserving. 

God can heal but I am so broken. 

God is able to supply all our needs according to His riches but I have such a financial mess. 

God has the cattle on a thousand hills but the economy is flat and I just lost my job.

I know God wants to be my friend but I am so lonely. 

You are living your life “God but”  instead of “but God.”
See, the perspective that builds faith, the perspective that brings victory, the positioning of these two realities that makes your life dynamic and powerful is more like…

I have a lot of problems but God is faithful. 

I am really bad but God is forgiving. 

I am so undeserving but God is good. 

I am so broken but God can heal.

I have such a financial mess but God is faithful to supply all our needs. 

The economy is flat and I just lost my job but God has the cattle on a thousand hills. 

I am so lonely but God wants to be my friend.
Do you see the difference?  You need to start living your life “but God” not “God but”.   That little three-letter word needs to be to the left of God in all your thinking. Every time you analyze your situation that word “but” needs to be to the left of God.  Let me go on and say it, here is my offensive title, here is the truth I want you to enact in your life.  And if you really do this it will radically change your world view.  You need to move you to move your “but”  to the left.  

If you do it is a whole lot easier to praise. 

You won’t be nearly as despondent and afraid. 

Your situation will not seem nearly as desperate and hopeless. 

Hope will be a whole lot more abundant. 

It will be so much easier to look the bad in the eye and smile at it. 

“Yeah trouble, you are big, bad, and ugly, but God is awesome, and powerful, and mighty.”

You want a new perspective on your situation, just move your “but” to the left. 

Genesis 48:21 Then Israel said to Joseph, "I am about to die, but God will be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers.

Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

Phillipians 2:27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him,

Quit being so gloomy, defeatist, down, depressed, worried, fearful, and move your but to the left.  If Phillipians 2 were some of your testimony it would be like  “Well, God had mercy on me but man, I was sick and almost died.”

Psalm 73:26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

I John 3:20 Our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts and knows all things. (Not vice versa) Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:

Think about all the places in your life you can move your “but” top the left right now. 

The world is a scary place, but God is our shelter. 

I have really messed up, but God is a redeemer. 

I have failed God, but God will never fail me. 

I don’t know what to do, but God knows all things. 

Where in your life have you been despairing, beating yourself up, giving up hope, losing faith.  Those are the areas you need to move your “but” to the left. 

