The Mount Carmel Profile 

Part Two

· (RECAP)

· The Kingdom of Israel was under the rule of Ahab, a weak king, and his idolatrous wife Jezebel.  They were absolutely evil people. The whole nation had followed Jezebel into the worship of the false god Baal.  She had slaughtered all the prophets of God except for Elijah who had been in hiding, and 100 prophets that had been hidden by Obadiah in a cave.  As a result God had withheld the rains for three years and the country was on the edge of starvation and death.  The prophet Elijah came forward at the command of God to confront the false God Baal.  

2. Last week we covered six parallels between that day and our day.

1. It was a time of famine. (Ist Kings 18:2) 

3. False gods ruled the people. 
4. The political rulers were anti-God. (I Kings 18:4/13)

5. There was a desperate search for something life-sustaining and refreshing.  So desperate was the search that people were just hoping to survive. (I Kings 18:5)

6. The people of God were in hiding. (I Kings 18:13)

7. There was some doubt about the claims made by Gods’ people. (I Kings 18:11)

· We also learned that for the resultant condition of the people and the nation there was only one solution.

There was/is not political solution.
There was/is no scientific solution.
There was/is no social solution.
There was/is no economical solution.
· Since the problem in the final analysis is a God problem there is only a God solution.  (Personalize – more God not more money, friends, influence, etc…) There is only one solution that answers all six of these conditions.  

· We learned what the God Solution is.  What worked for them in that day will work for us.  

1. The Church must come out of hiding.

· The revival that started on top of Mt. Carmel started with the man of God coming out of hiding to confront Ahab.   The revival that will save families in our day will start when Christians are no longer willing to be under-cover. It is not enough that we just emerge.  We must emerge with power. 

2. The gods of the age must be proved false.

· Elijah made a point to ridicule the false gods.  The gods of this age must be brought down and it must be proven to all that they are powerless.  This starts with Christians getting them out of our lives. The destruction of the false gods starts right here in our hearts and lives.  
3. An unprecedented move of God.

We need to see a manifestation of the presence of God that is unparalleled. Not like anything else.  Not like the Welsh revival.  Not like Azuza street.  Not like Topeka, Kansas.  Not like Pensacola. Not like anything we have know.  We need God to come out of heaven in all his glory. We need the supernatural among us. 

I feel in the Holy Ghost that we live in an age that is ripe for a repeat performance of the events of Mount Carmel
(PART TWO)     
I Kings 18:15 And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day. 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim. 19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.  21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 

The first part of the God Solution is that Christians and the church must emerge with power and anointing.  We have to explode into the lives of people with an anointing that is undeniable and a message that is inarguable.  That will only happen when the emergence is coupled with an unprecedented demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit.  Elijahs’ challenge on Mt. Carmel would be meaningless except for the fact that God poured fire out of heaven. I don’t care how great our efforts are; we need God to show up in a spectacular way.  

I Corinthians 15:14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 

The only thing that makes anything we do powerful is when God shows up.  Our only validation is that the supernatural and the miraculous takes place among us.  But God is waiting on us to make that step of faith. To begin to emerge and He will always show up on our behalf.  We need the faith and courage to come out of hiding on Gods’ behalf.  The are four truths we must possess if we are ever going to be part of the God Solution.  If you as an individual Christian and we as a church are ever going to emerge with the dimension of power we need it will be because we have these crucial understanding. 

THREE TRUTHS
1. God is alive and we stand before Him. 
I Kings 18:15 And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day.
1. There are two parts to this understanding.  

2. God is alive.

3. We stand before Him.

Elijah walked out of the safety of where he had been hiding and confronted the most powerful human force in the land, a force that had slaughtered all the other prophets of God; issued a challenge to the ruling demonic power in the land; ridiculed four hundred prophets of Baal; made fun of their God, and turned the whole nation back to God.  What propelled him from hiding into his destiny was this understanding; GOD IS ALIVE! I STAND BEFORE HIM!  It is an awareness if Gods’ reality and His manifest presence.  

Elijah had an unbelievable miracle ministry.  You also hear him make this same statement over and over again. “As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand,”

God Lives
I know it seems strange to be preaching the simple fact that God is alive.  But please understand that this is the beginning of faith.

Hebrews 11:6 He who comes to God must believe that He is.

We have to get this essential truth brothers and sisters.  God is alive! All Christians say they believe that.  But so few of us live our lives as though we believe it.  We possess that fact of the reality of God, but somehow that fact does not possess us.  Maybe one time it did but now God is some vague notion and not a present reality in the life of many Christians.

Oh, I know God is alive…

You don’t talk to Him very much.
You don’t worship Him like He is a present living entity.

You don’t honor Him with your finances like He is alive.
We sin as though He had died a long time ago.

Yet we lay hold of this life with a death grip and neglect eternal life.
We don’t treat His law and creation as though we think He is alive. 

You don’t seem much interested in His word.
When the true revelation that God is a living entity sinks into our little minds; Sin is no longer near the issue it was.  Worship is not forced, it is automatic. (How many times did people fall on their face at the revelation of God in scripture?  Gideon, Moses, Isaiah, Paul, etc… Yet we claim to believe Him to be living and yawn in His very presence.)

Deuteronomy 32:. 15  Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food, he became heavy and sleek. He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the Rock his Savior. 16  They made him jealous with their foreign gods and angered him with their detestable idols. 17  They sacrificed to demons, which are not God-- gods they had not known, gods that recently appeared, gods your fathers did not fear. 18  You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave you birth. (NIV)

Jeremiah 2:32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.

Jeremiah 3:21 A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God.

We must return to this foundation, there is a living God.  

He did not die forever on Calvary.  

He did not die when the New York Times declared Him dead.  

He did not die because science no longer needs Him.  

He did not die when you started making enough money that you no longer needed to depend on Him for your daily bread.  

He did not die when pop-psychology made you feel so good about yourself you no longer needed His altar and His forgiveness.  

He did not die when you found other sources of joy and peace.  

He did not die when you rationalized your sin to the point that you no longer think you need His blood. 

He did not die the day you got so informed, sophisticated, mature, and intelligent that you discarded Him with Santa Claus and the Tooth Fairy. 

God is alive!

It is so vital we get this.  Because it makes it a whole lot easier to crawl out of our cave and confront the world when we know we have a living God!

We Stand Before Him
It is not just that He lives.  Because that does me no good if He is far away.  But Elijah said not only is He alive, but I stand before Him.  I am in His presence.  What we need to embolden us not only to understand that God is alive, but that He is with us, present, available.  We must know that God has our back!  God does me no good if He is up in heaven and I am in the earth.  But Elijah spoke what I know to be true.  God is with me.  

Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;

Hebrews 13:5 For God hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

Acts 17:27 he is not far from each one of us. 28  'For in him we live and move and have our being.'

God is alive and we are in His presence!  That is a truth that can propel us from our hiding place to take the liberating Gospel of Christ to the world. 

2. We are not the problem.  We possess the answer.

I Kings 18:17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim

The mad, demon-possesed, Roman emperor Nero set Rome on fire killing thousands of people.  He did it because he had always wanted to play his lire in the light of burning Rome.  When the outrage of the populace was boiling over Nero blamed the Christians. Insuring their cruel persecution.   It may be a bit subtler, but don’t doubt for a second that the same tactic is being used today.  The media, academia, activist groups, and liberal law makers will tell you that the reason there is so much violence, pain, suffering, bigotry, and hatred are because of this antiquated Judeo-Christian ethic.  That the only way humanity can evolve is to do away with this Stone Age concept of righteousness.  You can post the most depraved acts of humanity on the web and it is free speech and art.   Yet there is legislation on the table right now to declare certain preaching on morality to be hate speech.   Your children will be taught how to use a condom and why same sex unions are okay, yet abstinence may not be mentioned because it is part of the “old morality” that has caused so much pain and misunderstanding.  

Let me say it loud and clear.  Christians and the message of the Word of God are not the problems. They are the answer.  

Matthew 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth: 14  Ye are the light of the world.

I refuse the definition the world would put on me.  I am not out of touch.  I am not the source of all evil.  I am not weird.  I refuse the label the world would have me wear.  

I am not weird.

I am not too emotional.

As unenlightened as it was my mom and dads faith seems to have served me well.  

I am not the problem. I possess the answer.  I will not stay in hiding because I refuse the label the world would put on me.  I must emerge because I have the answer.  

3. The world wants what we possess.  

I Kings 18:24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

The greatest deceit ever foisted upon us by Satan was to convince us that the world is our enemy.  I grew up a church culture that virtually inoculated me against any contact with “the world”.  I was preached to about verses like John 15:18/19 

John 15:18  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

I was taught to fear the world, distrust the world, avoid the world, shun the world, and have no contact with the world.  Well, that makes it pretty tough to win the world for Jesus Christ.  

I was taught that anything not like us (Christians) was the world.  And that it was the enemy.  Nobody ever told me that people who don’t know Jesus, sinners, and “the world” are not synonymous.  When the Bible refers to “the world” in these verses it is talking about a demonic system of government and control.  Not people living all around me.  I went through a good part of my life thinking people all around me were my enemy and I fought them a whole lot more than I ministered the ministry of reconciliation to them.  

Satan convinced Christian that people in the world were their enemy.  They are not the enemy; the devil is the enemy.  After God consumed the sacrifice with fire on Mt. Carmel Elijah did not order that the people be put to death, he ordered that the prophets of Baal be destroyed.  

Let me tell you a few things I have learned about sinners.  

I am one.
There not nearly the demons I thought them to be. (Matthew 11:19)

They pretty much want the same things that I, by the grace of God have.
Do you think they really wanted to shove their babies into the burning maw of the false gods of Mesopotamia?  When Elijah said look, there is a real God, He does not rule by fear, give Him a chance.  The people said this is a good thing.  The people want what we possess.  I am tired of this notion that the world has rejected the Gospel of Jesus.  Most of them have never heard it.  I know they want it by their endless searching.  

They want their marriages to be happy and fulfilling.
They want peace in their homes.

They want their kids to be healthy and whole.
They want some joy in their life.

They want peace at night when they lay their head down on their pillow.
They want a conscience that does not plague them.  

They want to be able to make a difference for someone else.  

They want to know that life has a meaning that transcends their time on earth.

They want what you and I by the grace of God have received.
If I thought they liked being enslaved to the false Gods of the age I would stay in my cave, I would not challenge the demonic ruling system, I would not preach the Gospel.  But I must emerge with power because I know they want what I possess.  

Not only do they want what we want. Many times they know even better than us how valuable what we take for granted really is. 

Rahab
Israel wandered in the wilderness for forty years because they feared the inhabitants of Canaan.  Finally Joshua sent spies to the city of Jericho.  They were hid in the house of Rahab, a prostitute.  Listen to what she told them.

Joshua 2: 9  And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. 10  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 11  And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.

The people in our world understand the power of our God.  Sometimes more than we who live under His hand of blessing.   Hear well the words of Rahab.  While you wandered around for forty years in terror of us, we were in terror of you.  We know our gods are powerless and yours is all powerful.  Don’t you think the people working beside you every day understand this?  They are just waiting for you to come crawling out of your cave and make the challenge!

Gideon
Gideon had a skeleton army facing a horde of invaders.  Trembling and shaking he went into their camp.  Listen to what he heard.

Judges 7:13  And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 14  And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host.

When we finally start hearing what the world is saying, it will not be rejection, it will be “What took you so long to get here!”

Since God is alive and present with you, since you are not the problem rather you possess the answer, since the world desperately wants what you have, you ought to get out there and win somebody for Jesus.  You ought to walk on your job with anointing trailing around you like expensive perfume, you ought to start looking for hurting people to minister, you ought to start sniffing out hungry people to share the bread of life with, you ought to find some bound person and preach deliverance to them, you ought to get a little bolder and more aggressive with your faith, you ought to get out of wherever you have been hiding and challenge the false gods of the age and offer to the people all around you a better way to live and die.  

