The Mount Carmel Profile 

Part Three

(RECAP)

· The Kingdom of Israel was under the rule of Ahab, a weak king, and his idolatrous wife Jezebel.  They were absolutely evil people. The whole nation had followed Jezebel into the worship of the false god Baal.  She had slaughtered all the prophets of God except for Elijah who had been in hiding, and 100 prophets that had been hidden by Obadiah in a cave.  As a result God had withheld the rains for three years and the country was on the edge of starvation and death.  The prophet Elijah came forward at the command of God to confront the false God Baal.  

· There are some remarkable parallels between that day and our day

· We also learned that for the resultant condition of the people and the nation there was only one solution.

There was/is not political solution.
There was/is no scientific solution.
There was/is no social solution.
There was/is no economical solution.
Since the problem in the final analysis is a God problem there is only a God solution. There is only one solution that answers all of these conditions.  

· We learned what the God Solution is.  What worked for them in that day will work for us.  

1. The Church must come out of hiding.

The revival that started on top of Mt. Carmel started with the man of God coming out of hiding to confront Ahab. We must emerge with power. 

2. The gods of the age must be proved false.

Elijah made a point to ridicule the false gods.  The gods of this age must be brought down and it must be proven to all that they are powerless. 

3. An unprecedented move of God.

We need to see a manifestation of the presence of God that is unparalleled. 

I feel in the Holy Ghost that we live in an age that is ripe for a repeat performance of the events of Mount Carmel

(PART THREE)     

I Kings 18:26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God
The second part of the God Solution is that the gods of this age must be proven false.  This happens when God and His people team up together to make it happen.  God chooses to work in partnership with humanity. 

II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

We are going to further explore the correlation between our effort and Gods’ response.  But first, let’s talk about Gods’ part.

Gods Part
Gods’ part of the equation is always the magnificent demonstration of His incomparable power.  To utterly humiliate the gods of this age all He has to do is show up.  They will always look so silly, foolish, cheap, tawdry and weak alongside the glory and might of the living God.  The devil looks tough, scary and sometimes impressive until the real God shows up.  Then he just looks silly.  He is like any counterfeit, the best way to reveal him is by a side by side comparison with the real deal.  That is why I am not interested in learning every false doctrine so that I can disprove them.  The very presence of truth does that.  God is light. (I John 1:9) His very presence banishes the darkness. 

Dagon went to pieces after 48 hours in Gods’ presence. (I Samuel 5)
The Egyptian magicians looked cool until Aarons’ snake swallowed theirs. (Exodus 7:11)

Ancient Babylon was the stronghold of demons.  In a kingdom ruled by the occult it was righteous Daniel who had the kings’ ear over every sorcerer and necromancer.  (Daniel 1:20) Ten times better as a matter of fact. 

The legion of demons that tormented the man of the Gaddarenes terrified the whole countryside until Jesus stepped off the boat.  Then they started begging to at least be allowed to inhabit a herd of pigs.  (Mark 5)

The golden calf was impressive until God started thundering from the top of the mountain. (Hebrews 12)
So great is our God that all He has to do is show up and He utterly humiliates the false gods.  All He has to do to shatter the bondage of years is make His presence known.  All He has to do to bring peace to what has been unrelenting torment is arrive.  The only thing that has to happen to make the darkness go is for the light to arappear.  James 2:19 clarifies the matter for us.  The devils tremble at His presence.  

To make the second part of the God solution happen, for His part, all God has to do is show up.

Our Part
We have already talked a little bit about our part.  We have to be willing to confront the false gods.  But the task before us as regarding this sermon is this.  While all God has to do is show up, it is up to us to provide the sacrifice that invites His awesome presence.  Remember what I told you, this task of humiliating the false gods is collaboration between God and us.  

Defining The Dimension Of The Demonstration
I know it seems incomprehensible that God would limit Himself to our efforts.  But many times we define the dimension of the demonstration of Gods’ power and glory.  If the false gods are still standing maybe we have not allowed God to work the way He wants to.  Maybe there is something about our sacrifice that has not broke open the heavenly.  Maybe we have not enticed and entreated the Lord in such a manner that invites the outpouring we say we desire.  

Mark 6:5 tells us that because of the doubt of the people present Christ “could do no mighty works”.  He had come to do the miraculous in that place.  He did heal a few folks, but it was no where near what needed to happen.  

It was not just the waters falling from heaven that flooded the earth in Genesis 7:11, but the Bible also says that the fountains of the deep were broken open. 

Job 36:27: The rain falls down according to the vapor that ascends.
James 4:8 Draw nigh unto God and He will draw nigh unto you.

Isaiah 43:13 I will work and who shall let it?
II Kings 13 Joash determined the number of times he would be victorious over his enemies by the effort he put forth.

Luke 18 A little widow lady won a judgment because she wore the judge out by her continual demands night and day.  Listen to what Jesus had to say about it; Luke 18:7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?  Jesus is telling us that we affect the outcome by our own involvement.  

I could preach a whole series on this principle alone.   The Bible is full of it.  Let me reiterate one more time for you.  

We determine the degree of the demonstration of the power and glory of God.  Gods’ role in crushing the gods of this age is to show up.  The dimension or degree to which He is manifest has everything to do with us and what we place on the altar.  If we want an unprecedented demonstration of the power of God we better get ready to make an unprecedented sacrifice.  Hear the word of the Lord:

Luke 12:48 For unto whomsoever much is 

given, of him shall be much required:

If you want a lot from God be prepared for God to require a lot from you.  That’s just how it works.  

If you are satisfied with your level of spiritual victory…
If you are satisfied with the number of people you are impacting for Christ…

If you are satisfied with the number of people being saved in your church…
If you are satisfied with the miracle power at work around you…

If you are satisfied with the level of spiritual worship in your church…
Then don’t worry about anything.  But if you hunger for something more then I suggest that you examine carefully the sacrifice that is upon your altar.  Elijah wanted something unprecedented from God, so he prepared an unprecedented sacrifice. Gods’ part is to show up, our part is to prepare a sacrifice that will compel Him to show up like never before.  

The Principle Of The Saturated Sacrifice
Surely there had been altars built before.  Surely there had been bullocks offered.  But this sacrifice was unique in that before he ever prayed Elijah saturated the altar and sacrifice with water.  I have heard that He did this to make Gods’ response of fire that much more spectacular.  I reject that premise.  There is really no way to improve on anything God does.  It was to make this sacrifice unique and special.  What he wanted was a manifestation of God that was unlike anything before so He prepared a sacrifice unlike anything before.  This is the principle of the saturated sacrifice.  Maybe if we are not seeing the demonstration we desire it has less to do with God and more to do with our sacrifice.  Let me suggest a few things I think we need to saturate our sacrifice with.

That which is prized the most.
In a time of drought, in an agricultural based society where rain had not fallen for three years, in a place where people were dying for lack of water Elijah soaked the sacrifice with the most precious element in the whole kingdom, water.  Maybe our sacrifice unto God needs to be saturated with those things we set the highest priority on.  In our day the things most prized are money and time. 

Money 

Perhaps giving needs to become more of an act of worship for us.  I wonder how God would show up if with joyful hearts we rejected the crass materialism of the age by pouring our resources into the kingdom of God.  Remember that we define the degree of the demonstration of Gods’ power.   Maybe God would be revealed in a whole new dimension of glory among us if our giving went to the next level.  

Malachi 3:7 Return unto me, and I will return unto you, (We determine the degree)  saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? 8  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 9  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 10  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (Unprecedented) 11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 12  And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

Time

We live in the hyper-accelerated world of milliseconds.  Never have we moved at such speed, conveyed information in such quantities so fast.  And yet there is still not enough time.  We have become slaves to technology and our own appetites.  

Perhaps we should saturate our sacrifice with more time. 

More time in worship, not so quick to move on, not so quick to become bored.
More time in the altar seeking the face of God.

More time in the Spirit entertaining the presence of God.  

More time in the Word growing strong in the elements of our faith.

More time in the work of God.
The Old West was filled with stories of gold mines.  How many times as a kid did I read the tale of a miner who dug and dug and finally gave up on the shaft he had sunk in the ground.  Only to have someone come along a few days later, dig a few feet and break into a vein of gold.  (Lady in Carson City)  I fear that to often our time is not something we are willing to sacrifice, so again and again we get so close.  If we could learn to linger for awhile in the presence of God.  Lately we have broken into an awesome dimension of worship, the problem is we are so addicted to that infernal clock that we feel like we must move on.  

Thank God the people in the upper room in Acts 2 did not get impatient.  But obeyed the commandment of Christ to “tarry until ye be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49)
Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

We need to understand that the spirit world does not run on the same time frame as us.   Daniel 10 lets us know that for 21 days there was a spiritual struggle between Michael and a satanic power.  Thank God Daniel didn’t stop praying.  (Mom praying for Homer-Dee)  

Acts 1:7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

While you are looking at your watch things are moving in the spirit world that you cannot know and we need to learn to saturate our sacrifice with our time.  Nothing is more important than this.  (Kids will be ok)

We need to saturate our sacrifice with that which is prized the most.

That Which We Desire Most.
People were literally dying for water as Elijah poured it our before God.  They would have exchanged the whole of the kingdom for water.  What is the deepest desire of your heart?  Let me suggest that we saturate our sacrifices with what we most desire.  Abraham was the living embodiment of this saturated sacrifice.

Abraham left all that he knew in order to find God. (Genesis 12:1)
Abraham sends Hagar out into a desert so that he can embrace his promise. (Genesis 21)
Abraham lays Isaac his son on an altar, prepared to offer him in order to please God.  (Genesis 22)
Perhaps what needs to find its way into your prayers and supplication unto God are your deepest dreams and desires you have for yourself and your family.  Maybe we need to start laying those before God and letting Him know that we are willing to see those desires consumed if it means a greater dimension of His presence.  What needs to emerge from our worship if we are to go to the next level in God is a message to the Most High that we are willing to abandon our dreams if we can but be in His glorious presence. 

Psalm 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.  

Not the things we desire, but the desires that should be there….

Prayer
How is our altars are dry, our sacrifice mundane?  The great revivals that spread the Spirit-filled church across America started as prayer meetings.  Azuza, Topeka, were both born out of prayer meetings.  How is it we have altar calls and we stand around and sing?  How is it we schedule prayer meetings like they were dentist appointments?  I wonder what would be the response if we wiped half of the church calendar free for prayer meetings?  What about a prayer-meeting from 7:00 until….  You will know when that “until” happens.  (Pascagoula)

Pray until healing starts to flow…
Pray until we get drunk in the spirit…

Pray until our kids come back to God…
Pray until God supplies our need miraculously…

Pray until sinners start to be drawn here by the Spirit of God…
Pray until we get a prophetic word about our situation…

