The Mount Carmel Profile 

Part One: Coming Out

The events that occur on Mount Carmel in the 18th chapter of the book of 1st Kings are absolutely profound.  God manifested Himself in an absolutely emphatic and decisive show of power.  Not only did He reveal Himself but also at the same time exposed the gods of the age to be fraudulent and false.  I feel in the Holy Ghost that we live in an age that is ripe for a repeat performance of the events of Mount Carmel.  So I want to clearly define for you the conditions and events of that time. Before we got to the scripture let me outline for you the pertinent facts.

· The Kingdom of Israel was under the rule of Ahab, a weak king, and his idolatrous wife Jezebel.  They were absolutely evil people.  

· As a result of the whole nation following Jezebel into pagan idolatry God, through His prophet Elijah had stricken the entire country with a drought.  There had been no rain for three years.  

· Jezebel had slaughtered all of the prophets of God except for Elijah, and 100 prophets that Obadiah, the godly governor of Samaria had hid in a cave.  

· Elijah had been in hiding since the day he ordered the rains to stop, fearing for his life at the hands of Jezebel.  God ordered Him to appear before Ahab and challenge the false God Baal.

· They agreed to meet on Mt. Carmel, and there the prophets of Baal were humiliated, and God answered by fire. 

I Kings 18:1  And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. 2  And Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria. 3  And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly: 4  For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 5  And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. 6  So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. 7  And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah? 8  And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 9  And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? 10  As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. 11  And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 12  And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the spirit of the LORD shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the LORD from my youth. 13  Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 14  And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me. 15  And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself unto him to day. 

This story is significant for many reasons. But the significance I want you to see is the parallels with the day we live in.  Israel had reached a place where their only hope was an all out demonstration of the power of God over every false god they had become enchanted with.  I really think that we are in just such a time.  

The Six Parallels  

1. It was a time of famine. (Ist Kings 18:2)

There had been no refreshing rain.  The ground was parched, dry, and every living thing was in danger of dying.  Make no mistake about it.  There is a drought and famine in the land today.  Not of food.  We have never had more materially.  Not of religion.  We have never been so inundated with religion.  The drought and famine is of a true, sovereign move of God.  As evidence of the drought I offer you the fact that let a true move of the Holy Ghost break out and people will drive across country and stand in line to be a part of it.  Men who come to be known as having an anointing to get people into the presence of God pack out churches across America.  We are having more church than ever and experiencing less of God.  There is a famine for a true move of the Holy Spirit.  I also offer as proof of this famine the fascination our culture has with the occult.  There is a raging spiritual hunger in people. 

2. False gods ruled the people.

The people of Israel had fallen under the brutal rule of a system of false religion and idolatry.  The worship of Baal was notoriously cruel and bloodthirsty.  Jezebel had rammed Baal worship down the throats of the populace.  We too live in an age ruled by false gods.  Money, humanism, material gain, sensuality, and entertainment are but part of the pantheon of false gods that has our age in a chokehold.  Beside these subtle false gods there are the more blatant gods of false religion that have swept through the land like a tsunami.  Demonic mystical religions have become such a part of the cultural landscape that in some quarters they have even polluted the purity of the Gospel of Christ.  As I have said so many times, we are no longer part of a Christian or Judeo-Christian culture.  We now live in a post-Christian culture.  

3. The political rulers were anti-God. (I Kings 18:4/13)

Jezebel had made a concerted effort to wipe out all of the prophets of the True God.  I don’t even have time to tell you how the governing systems of the world are skewed against anything righteous, and anything of God.  It is evidenced in ways big and small.  From the obvious: prayer removed from school functions, to the subtle: school districts refusing to allow the B.S.A. to use their facilities.   While in Elijahs’ day there were a few like Obadiah, the over-all system was anti-God.  In our day there are a few God-fearing leaders but there is little they can do when you have a whole system that is against righteousness.  

4. There was a desperate search for something life-sustaining and refreshing.  So desperate was the search that people were just hoping to survive. (I Kings 18:5)

They had been reduced to wandering the countryside, hoping to find just enough water to survive.  Ahab told Obadiah that perhaps they could find just enough to barely survive.  I sense something a little desperate at work in our day, something a little desperate in our entire mad quest.  There is something a little starved about our raging appetite for entertainment and things.  There is desperation in our pre-occupation with the minute movements of economic indicators.  There is something of starvation in our obsession with the super-natural.  It all speaks to a raging hunger in the heart of men that we are unable to fill by all of these things.  So we demand more and more, and bigger and faster.  

Haggai 1:5 Consider your ways. 6  Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.

James 4:2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

I see this desperation evidenced even in the church.  People come hoping to get just enough strength to get them through the next week.  Just enough peace so that they don’t become a total insomniac. Just enough joy to keep the demons of depression at bay.  Instead of their relationship with God becoming the source of all strength in their life it is just another drying watering hole.  

5. The people of God were in hiding. (I Kings 18:13)

Obadiah had hid 100 prophets in a cave, Elijah had been hiding by the brook Cherith, watching it slowly dry up.  While the populace at large were caught between the evil rebellion of Ahab and Jezebel and the famine sent by God the people of God were in hiding fearing for their life.  I would criticize them if I didn’t sympathize a little bit with them.  It is hard to be the righteous minority.  It is hard to be the only unenlightened person in the room that is against gay marriages, abortion, and immorality.  It is hard to wear a label when that label is the last object of ridicule and scorn.  Criticize or mock any group in America and you will have the A.C.L.U. crawling down your throat, with the notable exception of Christians.  So as a result we are seeing a generation of under-cover Christians.  Or worse we are seeing a church that is insulating itself from the world.  I don’t want to get ahead of myself, but if we fall into that trap we will never fulfill our mission, which is to take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.   Everybody you associate with should know what you are.  

6. There was some doubt about the claims made by Gods’ people. (I Kings 18:11)

Elijah dispatched Obadiah to bring Ahab to him.  Obadiah answered by letting Elijah know that they had been searching for him for three years. Now all of the sudden he pops up.  Obadiah was convinced that if indeed he returned with Ahab Elijah would no longer be there.  They had looked so long that now Obadiah was not sure Elijah would do what he said.  He was not sure if Elijah would really be there when he got back.  Lets just be real honest, for too long the world has had a concept of a church that talks better than it delivers, promises better than it performs, and can talk the talk but many times cannot walk the walk.  Don’t be too upset if every one you witness to doesn’t jump in headfirst to what you are offering.  They have been lied to and disappointed before.  They have seen one too many money hungry preacher, one too many hypocritical church member, one too many judgmental religious type to just accept what we are offering.  They are not sure if God can heal, deliver, and save.  They are not sure that there is a life beyond this one, and this life really does not matter in comparison to that life. Maybe it is harder for them to believe because we don’t act like we believe.   They have been looking for so long.  They have been inside churches before that could not help them.  

These are the parallels between Elijahs’ day and ours.  I submit to you that the same solution that worked for Elijah will work for us now.  I would also let you know in the strongest terms possible that there are no solutions for where we are as a people other than those found in the word of God.

The Only Remedy
There is no political solution.
· Even the king couldn’t make it rain. 

· There is no legislative act that will save us.

· The political leaders are against righteousness.

· Even the ones that are not against righteousness are aware of their own impotence. (Faith-based initiatives)

There is no economic remedy.
· We cannot get enough wealth to insulate ourselves.  The past decade should have proved that.

· We can build malls and buy stuff until we have no place to put it and still not bring an end to the famine and the rule of false gods.

· The problem Israel had was not a lack of water; it was a god problem.  Even if they found water they were still locking horns with God and they were still under the tyranny of false gods.  

· It really doesn’t matter if the economy turns around.  

Our problem is not an economic problem, it is a God problem.  

It is not a race problem, it is a God problem. 

It is not social problem, it is a God problem.  

It is not a children-committing-violence problem, it is a God problem.  

It is not a drug problem, it is a God problem.  

It is not a domestic violence problem, it is a God problem.  

All of the woes afflicting us are rooted in the fact that as a whole we have rejected the true God and allowed the tyranny of false gods.  

There is no scientific solution.
· Science has done wonderful things.  But it cannot make us happy and whole.

· Science is currently creating more questions than answers.

· Science is plunging us into ethical dilemmas that the very best minds cannot resolve.  

The God Solution
Since what we have is not an economic problem we do not need an economic solution.
Since what we have is not a social problem we do not need a social solution.

Since what we have is not a political problem we do not need a political solution.
Since what we have is not a scientific problem we do not need a scientific solution.

Since what we have is a God problem we need a God solution. (personalize)

1. The Church must come out of hiding.

The revival that started on top of Mt. Carmel started with the man of God coming out of hiding to confront Ahab.   The revival that will save families in our day will start when Christians are no longer willing to be under-cover. It is not enough that we just emerge.  We must emerge with power. 

· God sprung His people out of Egypt in a dynamic show of miraculous power that is unparalleled. Exodus 13:9 for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt.
· After His death Christ sent the early believers into seclusion until He could bring them out with and explosion.  Luke 24:49 but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

· When God presented His church for the first time in the Book of Acts there was such a demonstration that it shut the city down. 
The church needs to emerge from it’s lethargy, from it’s complacency.  But it does not need to simply stagger out and suggest that it has the answer. It needs to erupt into the affairs of our day with power from God.  

2. The gods of the age must be proved false.

On top of Mt. Carmel there was a contest.  To see which god would answer by fire.  It was not enough that Baal fail to answer.  But Elijah ridiculed Baal.  He made fun of their efforts to get him to respond. Collosians 2:15  And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

· Let me assure you that the God I serve has no interest in striking a deal with the gods of this age.  He wants them smashed, crushed, humiliated, and destroyed.  In Ist Samuel 5 the ark of the Lord was placed in the house of Dagon.  Before two nights had passed Dagon was shattered in pieces.  
· The gods of materialism, sensuality, entertainment, lust, and selfishness must be brought down.  Before the world will give our God a chance we must show the utter impotence of every god they worship.  As long as we are worshipping the same gods they are they will not listen to us talk about the One True God.  Maybe nobody hears your witness because from their vantagepoint it appears you worship the same God they do.  As long as we sacrifice ourselves before the gods of greed and materialism they will not hear us.  As long as we bow before the altar of a pop culture drunk on lust and sensuality they will not hear us.  As long as we worship in the temples of self-indulgence and selfishness our voice will not be heard.  You cannot convince the world that their gods are powerless when you yourself are enslaved.  
· The destruction of the false gods starts right here in our hearts and lives.  
· It was when Jonah walked out of the belly of the great fish that the worshippers of Dagon heard his message and repented. 
3. An unprecedented move of God.

We need to see a manifestation of the presence of God that is unparalleled.

· Not like anything else.  Not like the Welsh revival.  Not like Azuza street.  Not like anything we have know.  We need God to come out of heaven in all his glory.  As the false gods writhe in their death throes I want to see the Lord move among His people in an undeniable way. 

· I Corinthians 2:4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. People will have faith in the power of God when there is a demonstration of that power.  We need to supernatural among us.  We need the demonstration of the Spirit.  Not so that we will be of any reputation, but that people will have faith in God.  

This then is the God Solution for where we are.  

Christians under-cover – empower us.

Christians enslaved to false gods – deliver us.

Do not know Christ – God prove yourself to me.  I would see the demonstration of your spirit in my own life.  

