The Mount Carmel Profile 

Part Four

(RECAP)

· The Kingdom of Israel was under the rule of Ahab, a weak king, and his idolatrous wife Jezebel. The whole nation had followed Jezebel into the worship of the false god Baal.  She had slaughtered all the prophets of God except for Elijah who had been in hiding, and 100 prophets that had been hidden by Obadiah in a cave.  As a result God had withheld the rains for three years and the country was on the edge of starvation and death.  The prophet Elijah came forward at the command of God to confront the false God Baal.  

· There are some remarkable parallels between that day and our day

· We also learned that for the resultant condition of the people and the nation there was only one solution. Since the problem in the final analysis is a God problem there is only a God solution. 

· We learned what the God Solution is.  What worked for them in that day will work for us.  

1. The Church must come out of hiding.

The revival that started on top of Mt. Carmel started with the man of God coming out of hiding to confront Ahab. We must emerge with power. 

2. The gods of the age must be proved false.

All it takes to make that happen is that the real God has to show up.  As soon as He does the tawdry weakness of the false gods is revealed. 

3. An unprecedented move of God.

We need to see a manifestation of the presence of God that is unparalleled. 

 (PART FOUR)     

I Kings 18 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God
The third part of the God Solution is that we need God to show up in an unprecedented manner.  We, the church, facilitate that by offering up an acceptable sacrifice unto God.   As a matter of fact we learned in this series that if we truly want an unprecedented outpouring of the Spirit of God we must be prepared to make unprecedented sacrifices to God.  

The God That Answers By Fire
Elijah issued this challenge, that the God that answered by fire would be the true God.  There is a very close relationship between God and fire throughout scripture. As a matter of fact the passage we are studying uses a phrase “the fire of the Lord” that is found in variations all throughout scripture.  Apparently just as God would use living water as a metaphor for His Spirit in the New Testament there were aspects of God that are best understood by seeing Him manifest as fire.

Almost 150 verses mention God and fire in the same context.  

Both the Old (Deut. 4:24) and New (Hebrews 12:29) Testaments refer to God as a “consuming fire”.

It was a favored method of manifestation/revelation for God. Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:2) To the Egyptians and C.O.I. as a pillar of fire (Exodus 13:21 /14:24)
The prophet Jeremiah equated Gods’ Word with fire. (Jeremiah 20:9) 

Time and again the Glory of God came with fire.  (Exodus 24:17 / II Chronicles 7:3)
In the N.T. the Spirit of God is again equated with fire.  (Acts 2:3,4 / Luke 3:16)

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

All through scripture you see this relationship, this manifestation of God as fire.  Can I tell you that if you have not yet met the God that answers by fire, if you do not know God in this way and on this wise, maybe you have not experienced all there is to God?  

There is a reason we worship with passion.
There is a reason we pray with fervor.

There is a reason the Word of God elicits excitement in us. 

There is a reason we cannot sit quietly in the manifest presence of God.

There is a reason we are emotional.
OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE!
WE HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED WITH FIRE!
THE GLORY THAT WE SENSE WHEN GOD IS REVEALED BURNS WITH HIS HOLY PRESENCE!
THE WORD OF GOD IS A LIVING THING BURNING IN US!

You cannot sit unaffected when this is the revelation and manifestation of God that is taking place.  Brothers and Sisters, the unprecedented move of God that is the final part of the God Solution that we are looking for is the manifestation of The God That Answers By Fire.  

· This is the missing element in much of the Christian world today.  Having become satisfied with “good church” we seem to be okay with the fact that there was nothing dynamic, nothing electric, nothing supernatural, nothing burning, in our experience.  For too many people God has become an intellectual exercise and truth nothing more than a moral code.  They need to know The God That Answers By Fire, they need to encounter God in a dynamic way that they never considered possible.  They need a supernatural power encounter with the Living God.  Not just “good church”.  What does that mean?

· The choir sounded good?

· Pastor didn’t preach to long?

· The sermon kinda made sense and didn’t put me to sleep?

· The praise singers stayed on key, had the right mix of songs?

· The preacher didn’t embarrass himself or anyone else?

· Did anybody get healed?

· Did anybody get saved?

· Did anybody get delivered?

· Were any marriages restored?

· Did anybody get a divine mandate for their life?

· Was anyone’s destiny impacted?

· Were any of the false gods of the age crushed and humiliated?

Do you want to have “good church” or would you rather have a power encounter with The God That Answers By Fire?

Unpracticed truth…

When you have “good church” you go home eat something and forget about it before you get to work the next day.  When The God That Answers By Fire shows up it is an entirely different picture. 

Psalm 69:8 I am a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my own mother's sons; 9 for zeal for your house consumes me,

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

In Acts 17 the citizens of Thessalonica said that those that had emerged from the fire baptism in Jerusalem had ’turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6)

I don’t know what you think good church is but I would trade it all for an encounter with The God That Answers By Fire.   I like A/C, I love music, I appreciate the choir, and I love to preach and hear good preaching. But hear me well, if I had to choose I would have church under a bridge, sing acapella, and listen to an illiterate preacher that couldn’t make sense if that was the only place I could find God on that level.  I don’t get the point of having church any other way.  Here is the deal, we can have “good church” on our own.  But having good church on our own doesn’t get anybody healed, delivered, or saved.  If you want to get to the miracle place where all that happens you are going to need The God That Answers By Fire to show up.  

Go tell John…

From The Fire
The fire of God will always do two things.  Elijah summarized them so neatly for us. 

1. I Kings 18:37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

2. God will be revealed.

3. There will be repentance and a turning to God.

What we desperately need to see a great harvest of souls is the manifest presence of God.   Gods’ presence will draw hungry people to an altar more effectively than any sermon.  

The Functions Of The Fire
I have read and sorted through the numerous verses that mention God and fire in the same context.  A very clear pattern emerges.  I wont trouble you with dozens of proof texts but let me tell you the five things the fire of God was used for.  

· Revelation

· On Mt. Siniai and Mt. Horeb God spoke His law from the midst of a fiery presence.  Exodus 19:18/19  Deuteronomy 4:15

· When God needed to speak a word to His people He did it from His fiery presence. 
· If you need a word from God you will find it in His manifest presence.
· Nothing will bring the false gods of the psychics down like an anointed child of God delivering a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom. 
· Direction
· Exodus 13:21 Teaches us that Gods’ presence was manifests as a  flaming tower to guide Israel.

· It was from the crackling flames of a bush that Moses’ destiny was outlined for Him.

· The direction you need for you life is not going to be found in some self-help book, or in the dubious advice of a career counselor.  You will find direction in the manifest presence of God. 

· Cleansing
· In Numbers 11:1 God used fire to cleanse His people of the sin among them.  The fire of the Lord, the Bible says, swept through the camp and purged the offenders.

· In Genesis 19 God cleaned up the wicked city of Sodom by pouring fire from heaven. 

· Maybe what we need to really break some of our habits, maybe what we need to really get victory over some areas of our lives is for The God That Answers By Fire to move in our midst and purge us of our doubts, our habits, our bitterness, our sin. 

· After Isaiah confessed that He was a man with unclean, lying lips it was a coal from the altar of the Lord pressed to His mouth that purged an cleansed Him. 

· Get the fire falling in a church and it will clean that church up.  Folk that don’t want to be cleansed will start moving out.  Looking for a place that has “good church”.
· Approval

· On Mt. Carmel God approved of the saturated sacrifice offered by Elijah by pouring fire out of heaven.

· II Chronicles 7:3 tells how the fire of God filled the temple that Solomon had built when God placed His approval on that place.

· I will tell you how you can know that your praise is pleasing unto God, and your worship is rising up as incense before the throne of God.  When you feel that Divine presence burning into your soul then it is becoming something acceptable unto God.

· If you feel nothing in a worship service that says more about what you are offering to God than it does about the church you are worshipping in. 

· To Reveal Gods’ Glory

· Zechariah 2:5 / II Chronicles 7:3 / Exodus 24:17 /Deuteronomy 5:24 all have one thing in common.  They mention the revelation of Gods’ glory simultaneously with the fire of God.  

· It is the medium of revelation to show His glory.  

· As we have already said, nothing makes the false idols of this age look cheaper than the glory of God revealed.

· Nothing will entice sinners like the glory of God revealed.

· Nothing will drive out sin like the manifest glory of God. 

· How do we know when The God That Answers By Fire has manifested in our midst.

· When fresh revelation is flowing.  People are hearing from God in an undeniable fashion.

· When people are receiving Divine direction for their life.

· When we are being cleansed and staying cleansed.  When we are changed by our interaction with God.

· When we know without a doubt deep in our soul that God has accepted our worship.

· When His Glory in an undeniable, inarguable manner fills this place.  

(CLINT)

Free The Fire
This is how God wants to reveal Himself.  He awaits the saturated sacrifice I preached about.  There is something else we can do to entice God into Our midst in an unprecedented manner.  As I have already told you, God is a consuming fire, and we must be willing to be consumed.   The scripture gives us specific instruction in this regard.  There are three things the Word of God tells us not to do if we want to free flow of the Holy Spirit.

I Thessalonians 5:19  Quench not the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God,

Acts 7:51  Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 

· Quench by pouring things on the fire that will smother it.

· doubt

· division

· agenda

· attitude

· criticism

1. flesh

· Grieve by withholding the needed fuel.

· fire will not burn without something to consume

· praise

· worship

· prayers

· response of faith

· your mind (One mind-one accord-fire fell)

· Resist by having a nature that will not burn. 

· I Shall Not Be Moved is your theme song.

· It doesn’t matter how hot the fire gets you are not gonna crack, you are not gonna move, you are not gonna worship, you are not gonna repent.  

· You also are not gonna get revelation, direction, cleansing, acceptance, and a dimension of the glory of God.  

Proverbs 20: 27  The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD,  You need to let God light you up!

All of us can catch fire if it gets hot enough, what we need are more fire starters.  You be the one offering the sacrifice, You be the one that checks everything at the door that might quench, you be the one pouring on the fuel, you be the one allowing God to light you up, and let God be in this house, The God That Answers By Fire.
