More Than The Mantle

II Kings 2:1 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view F2 afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank F3 of Jordan; 14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over. 15 And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha.

As the end of the prophetic ministry of Elijah began to be dimly seen on the horizon God instructed him to anoint a young man by the name of Elisha to be his successor.  The method of the calling of Elisha is interesting.  Elijah walked past where Elisha was plowing in a field and let his mantle, this large cloak fall across him.   Elijahs mantle was a symbol of the anointing of God and prophetic authority vested in this man.  I have to believe that when the mantle fell over the boy Elisha he felt something that radically changed his life.  He left his home and became the devoted servant of Elijah.  And so it was that for a few years everywhere you saw Elijah you saw Elisha.  His request for a double portion was actually a request to be the successor to the prophetic office.  He wanted to become what he saw in Elijah.  

In the closing days you see Elijah obviously trying to get away from Elisha.  Stay here while I go to Bethel. Stay here while I go to Jericho.  Stay here while I cross the Jordan.  But Elisha has this tenacity and he will not leave.  He goes everywhere Elijah goes.  He mimics his every move.  He wants to be the successor to the prophetic office so he is constantly in the presence of Elijah. It has to be in his mind that if I walk where he walks, if I go where he goes, if I stay close enough I will absorb the essence of this man and I will get the double portion, I will be his successor.  

Then the day comes that Elijah is taken into heaven.  And Elisha is there.  He watched Elijah take that mantle, symbol of God’s anointing and strike the waters of the Jordan with it and the river flows backward to give them dry crossing.  The chariot descends out of heaven and as Elijah is born up to the awaiting kingdom something drifts back to earth. It is the mantle, the symbol of the prophetic office.  He picked it up, slung it about his shoulders, and turned toward the Jordan.

On the other side are fifty prophets watching.  He can walk like Elijah.  He can talk like him.  He knows how he teaches, he has heard it constantly for years now.  He has the mantle.  I can walk like Elijah, I can talk like Elijah, I am not just dressed like him, and I am dressed in his clothes.  And not just his garments, but the very symbol of the anointing that was upon him.  And what’s more, he made me a promise, a double portion.  He promised me prophetic succession. He reaches the banks of the river, and whips the mantle off from around his shoulders.  Not only does he have the look down, he has the moves down.  

I am not sure when it hit him.  Maybe he always knew.  Maybe it was not until the mantle was descending toward the water.  But there was a realization that hit him at some point.  

The Missing Ingredient
I have the walk
I have the talk

I have the look
I have the experience

I have the mantle
I have the moves

But what I really need, more than all of this is for the Lord God to show up. 

Mantles don’t part waters, God does.
Promises don’t part waters, God does.

Experience does not part waters, God does.
The right look does not part the waters, God does.

The right moves do not part waters, God does.
The realization that hit Elisha was that mantles don’t matter if God is not with you.  It takes more than a mantle to part waters, it takes God, it takes more than mantles to make a prophet, it takes the presence of God. It takes more than mantles to do miracles, it requires that God show up in His glory.  So he cries out a cry that I wish would become the unrelenting prayer of the 21st century church.  “Where is the lord God of Elijah?”  At some point we are going to have to abandon all our religious pretense and all of our religious pride and just begin to desperately seek after the Lord God that we have seen manifest so many times prior. 

Where is the Lord God of revivals past?
Where is the Lord God of the apostles that turned the world upside down?

Where is the Lord God of Peter who healed with his presence?
Where is the Lord God of Paul who empowered a church to explode?

Where is the Lord God of the Book of Acts?
This must be our prayer.  This must be our quest.  This must be our passion and obsession.  Mantles do not matter if God is not present.  Every religious symbol and practice is meaningless and worthless if God is not present. 

Mantle Christians  
There are a lot of mantle Christians around these days.  They think that if they talk the religious talk and walk the religious walk they will operate in an apostolic dimension of authority and power. 

They are baffled by the lack of results to their prayers
They are frustrated because of their spiritual impotency

They are troubled by their sterility 

They agonize over the dismal results of their efforts at evangelism

They are bewildered by their inability to get over the smallest obstacle
They have invested all this time and effort.  They have the religious lingo down, they have WWJD bracelet, and a cross around their neck.  They listen to all the right music and read all the right books.  And yet the river will not part.

J.W. show up at my house.  They always ask if I know why they are doing what they do.  They do it in imitation of the early church, and what they do is a good thing. Because in Acts 2 and Acts 5 that was the method the early church used to spread the Gospel.  And I think what they do is admirable.  But they have seized on that one thing like Elisha laying hold of a mantle.  Convinced that the practice will give them the apostolic results of the book of Acts church.  What they do not understand it that it takes more than that practice, it takes more than a mantle.  

They read Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,  (And they seized upon that, but they should have kept reading), 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

Is what they are doing admirable?  You better believe it.  Will it result in a church like the Book of Acts church?   Not hardly.  What was in that church is not replicated by a single practice, it is replicated by the presence of God.  

What the J.W. have done in evangelism The C.O.C. has done in worship.  They rigidly adhere to a method of communion and worship that they discovered was a part of the early church.  But what made the corporate worship of the early church powerful was not their adherence to a particular method. 
 It takes more than a mantle.  The power manifested in their meeting was not based on a method, but the power was based on a promise.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

Jesus promised them, if you get together and it is all about me I will be there.  It doesn’t matter where you get together, someone’s house, the temple porch, a dark prison dungeon, or a desert island.  If you get together and it is about me I will be there.

But before we get too happy pounding on denominal people lets take a look at ourselves.  We have put a strangle hold on the Apostles doctrine of salvation and their baptismal formula.  And I think that in so doing we have done a good thing.  But it takes more than a mantle.  All the doctrine in the world will not help you if God is not manifest in our lives, in our services, and in our homes.  

We pride ourselves on possessing truth.  But unpracticed truth is no better than error.  

That we believe in the infilling of the Spirit of God is of no value if we are not filled.

That we believe in speaking in tongues is of no value if we don’t speak in tongues.
That we believe in the manifestation of the spirit of God is of no value if we never allow Him to be manifest in our services.  

That we believe the Spirit of God will be inside of us like a well springing up unto everlasting life is of no value if we don’t ever let it flow.  

It takes more than a mantle brothers and sisters, it takes more than a doctrine we are proud of, we need GOD!   We preach Peters message and want people to get saved, but what opened the door for Peter to preach that message in Acts 2 was the manifestation of the Spirit of God.  They were staggering around like drunken people as the power of God indwelt them and that is what drew the crowd and caused Peters message to have impact.  

Choose Substance Not Symbols
As is always the case when you stumble onto something that is absolute truth you find it repeatedly in the Word of God. 

Amos 5: 4 For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: 5 But seek not Bethel,(house of God) nor enter into Gilgal (Where the tabernacle was) 6 Seek the LORD, and ye shall live.

Jesus repeatedly lashed out at the Pharisees who adored the minutiae of the religious law but could not sense the presence of deity.

One of the most haunting incidents in scripture is when Samson had told Delilah the secret of his strength, and she cut his hair and called for his enemies.  When they came to take him he did not understand you need more than a mantle.  

· Judges 16:20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. 

· Samson never shook himself before…

· It was always that the spirit of the Lord God would come upon him.

· Somewhere Samson became convinced that every victory he had was something he had done.  

· He did not realize that it had always been God.  It had never been him.  He never had anything to do with it. 

I fear lest we learn to shake ourselves?   Do we know the difference in a service where God is present and one where He is not?  Or have we so learned to shake ourselves that it really doesn’t matter much one way or the other?  I believe  it does matter brothers and sisters.  We must have God.  I know you think I am stating the obvious.  But if it were really that obvious maybe we would be a little more passionate in our seeking after him.  

Maybe every wave of our hands would be accompanied by the prayer.
Where is the Lord God?

Maybe every song would be offered along with the prayer.
Where is the Lord God?

Maybe ever sermon would be preached with this petition.
Where is the Lord God?

Maybe every altar service would start with the beseeching cry?
Where is the Lord God?

He Will Show Up
I am persuaded it was not the swinging mantle, but the echoing cry the rolled the waters of the Jordan away.  And if we seek Him we will find Him.  If we will not be content with mantles, symbols, rituals, and customs.  If we will not rest till God shows up He will show up. 

Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

James 4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.

It takes more than a mantle, it takes God.  It takes more than a religious practice, it takes God.  You need to do more than act like a Christian, you need God to manifest in your life.  Waters will not part because you wave your church membership at them.  (How long did Elisha follow Elijah?) You need God to show up.  


