More Than Conquerors Part II

Romans 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Last week we started exploring this passage.  We learned that the Apostle Paul was imminently qualified to say that we are more than conquerors in the absolute worst of situations.  We focused primarily on what the Apostle meant when he wrote that we are “more than conquerors”.  Through the study of God’s Word we learned exactly what that means.

We Don’t Just Survive, We Thrive

We Will Look Better At The End Of The Battle

We Compete At A Higher Level
We may talk a little more about what it means to be more than a conqueror.  But before we proceed I want to shift our focus for just a little bit.  I want you to have a little clearer understanding of not just what it means to be more than a conqueror, but also what it takes to be more than a conqueror.  We have an understanding now of what it means to be more than a conqueror, but now I want you to understand what it takes.

We finished up last week by talking about the level of competition being higher.  It is precisely this engaging of the enemy on a higher level, at a more ferocious pace, with more intensity, that makes us more than conquerors.  

It Takes More To Make Us More
After listing everything a person could possibly fear the Apostle declares us to be more than conquerors. However there is a little prepositional phrase that must be included before you really get impact of Paul’s words. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

It is when we are IN these situations that we become something more than what we ever thought we could have become.  What does it take to make us more than conquerors?   It takes more willingness to be in the big battles. 

Show God Something
As I told you at the end of my sermon last week, you do not get to become more than a conqueror by overcoming some crude temptation that every one falls prey to.  To be more than a conqueror you have to go up against the big boys.  

Tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, life, death, angels, principalities, powers.  Before you can be a champion you have to be willing to go through the ropes and go toe-to toe with some big, ugly bruiser.  That’s what it takes to be more than a conqueror.  

During the weeks leading up to the NFL playoffs they were running some commercials that told the NFL players, “Ok, the regular season is over.  Now we are going to decide who the champion is.  Now you have to show me something.”  They would call each players name and say, “Now you have to show me something”.   If you want to be a champion you need to show God something.  

I find that a lot of Christians want medals for doing what they are supposed to do.  We praise people because they are faithful to church, and faithful in their stewardship, and if they actually do a little more than just show up we are ready to put extra stars in their crowns. (badges for attendance) How is it we expect accolades for doing what we should be doing?  We abstain from some gross, hideous sin and act like we have really done something.  We elect to not join in the degradation of our age and act as though we have really paid some heavy price.  

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Some stuff is just what you ought to do.  It is reasonable that God expects you to do it.  But to step up to the next level we need to show God something. 

Matthew 22:21 Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.

You don’t become more than a conqueror just by doing what you are supposed to do.  You have to show God something. 

You do not get to be more than a conqueror;

By completing basic training
By paying the minimum payment

By punching in and out every day
Going along for the ride

For showing up
For signing up on the team

By taking up space
You need to show God something.  It is in the persecution, in the famine, in the distress, that we become more than conquerors.

I am tired of pastors thanking their congregations for worshipping God.  Is that not pitiful?  How is it that the level of expectation for Christians is so low that we thank them for doing what they ought to be doing?  In Chronicles 16, Psalm 29, & 96 all command us to give unto the Lord the glory that us “due His Name”.  You don’t get a medal for that, it is just what you are supposed to be doing. 

You Need To Show God Something

David had a  whole army that fought alongside him.  But every man was not considered a mighty man.  Those mighty men were the ones that you might say showed him something.  You can read about them in II Samuel 23.

Adino – Slew 800 Phillistines with only a spear
Eleazer – Fought so long his hand locked to his sword

Shammah – Stayed defending the fields after everyone else ran away.
Abishaih – Fought 300 hundred of the enemy all alone

Benaiah – Slew to beastly men from Moab, and a lion, and took a spear away from an Egyptian and slew him with his own spear.
You Need To Show God Something!

We need some Christian who will do more than just show up.  We need some Benaiah Christian who are just looking for a fight with their enemy, who are just looking for something they can do for their God.  We need some Shammah Christian who will defend what everyone else is running away from.  That’s how you get to be more than a conqueror.  Anybody can enlist, but everybody will not volunteer for the front lines.

What does it take to be more than a conqueror?  It takes more, it takes a little more willingness on our part to be in the heat of the battle, to go between the ropes and stand toe to toe with the big devils. 

It Takes More Trouble
Sometimes becoming more than a conqueror requires us to embrace a little more trouble than we are willing to deal with.  Remember, it is IN all these things that we are more than conquerors. 

 In Matthew 20 a woman came to Jesus and asked that when Christ come into His kingdom her two boys be allowed to sit on His right and left hands, in places of honor and recognition.  Jesus asked them if they were able to drink the cup He would drink, and be baptized with the baptism that He would be baptized with.  You se, greatness has a bitter harsh price tag attached to it.  Some of us are walking through unspeakable suffering even now, what is being worked out is our place of greatness in the kingdom of God.  We are drinking of His cup and being baptized with His baptism.  Then Christ told the woman that to sit on His right or left hand was not something He could give.  You see, greatness is something every man and woman works out for himself or herself.  eCHris

It takes some trouble to make you more than a conqueror!

Were it not for a fiery furnace we would never know the names Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego.  

Were it not for a night spent among ravenous lions I am not so sure we would be as familiar with the prophet Daniel. 

The forty years of scorching sand and blistering sun between the crossing of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan transformed Israel from a whining, complaining, rebellious people to a conquering force.  

Jonah is not so much remembered for his revival in Ninevah as he is for being in the belly of the whale for three days. 

The sweetest Psalms were not penned as David the King sat on throne, but they were written as David the Fugitive hid in the wilderness of Hekilah.
It was after he had been plucked from a vat of boiling oil and dropped on a snake-infested rock the John saw into Heaven and received the great revelation.

It was from a Roman prison that Paul authored much of your New Testament. 

Paul wrote of the heroes of faith.  They became heroes in the middle of trouble.

Hebrews 11:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34  Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35  Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36  And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37  They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38  (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

That’s what it takes to be more than a conqueror.  It takes some trouble.

Quit cursing your problems.   Quit cursing your trouble.  It is writing a legacy of greatness for you.  It is writing a destiny of triumph for you.  The day will come my brothers and sisters, when we shall stand on a distant shore.  In that day we shall shine like the sun, and our glory will be a result of every trial.

Revelation 7:9  After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10  And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11  All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12  saying: "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!" 13  Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes--who are they, and where did they come from?" 14  I answered, "Sir, you know. " And he said, "These are they who have come out of great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

II Peter 1:6 Though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  7  These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, --may be proved and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Quit cursing your trouble, quit running from every battle, quit fearing the fire.   These are they that refine us and define us.  These are they that reveal our faith.  These are they that make us more than conquerors.

I love the passage about Christ in Collosians 2:15 where it says that He triumphed over the principalities of death and sin and demonic powers.  He was more than a conqueror, for the scripture says He not only triumphed over them, but He humiliated them.  The passage says Christ made a public spectacle of them.  Where?  When?  When and where did Christ openly triumph over sin and death?  Where was the place of this public spectacle?  I submit to you that it was on Calvary, in the midst of His own anguish and agony that He triumphed over them.  That is why those strange verses are in Isaiah 53;

10  Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied ; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12  Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

It is in our trouble that we are made more than conquerors!  The glory that is to be revealed in us is a direct result of the very battle we are in.  

I Peter 4:12  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. 16  Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.

