Marred In His Hands
Jeremiah 18:1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 3 Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 4 And the vessel that he made of clay  was marred (flawed) in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.

The Potter Process
In figurative language we see the process God is working in all of us.  God, the potter, scoops out a lump of clay and begins to form something of value, something of worth, something useful, something beautiful.  He starts with a messy mass of otherwise useless material.  The only value in the clay is the vessel that only the potters’ eyes can see.  The only worth I ever had was the potential His all seeing eye saw in what was otherwise cast off rubbish.  

Psalm 40:2 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the

 clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

The process of your life becoming something of value is the Potter Process.  He finds you when you are worthless, of no value beyond what His creativity is able to fashion from the raw material that is your life.  

When he found me:

I was just something to be walked on.
I was something you would scrape off your shoe.

I was something that soiled everything I had contact with.
I was something no one wanted to handle.

Any potential I had was buried deep and not easily discerned.
But praise be to God His eye fell on me, and His mighty hand scraped me out and began to shape and mold me.  The one who called light out of darkness and spoke all things out of nothing sees the vessel in the clay. 

When he found Moses the Deliverer He was just a cast off baby in the Nile. 

When He found the Preacher of Pentecost and the Keeper of the Keys Peter was a stinking fisherman.

When His eye fell on the future King of the Everlasting throne David was the least of his fathers sons watching sheep. 

The Apostle Paul, writer of the bulk of the NT was a murderous racist.

God literally drug His hand through dirt and fashioned the parents of the human race.
If you are sitting in this place and you feel less than worthless, if you feel beyond insignificant, you are the raw material that He begins with.  

Then something begins to take shape.  It is astounding.  In His hands, I love that phrase, something begins to take shape, a life, a purpose, meaning, significance.  It seems impossible and incomprehensible, yet there it is.  What was a lump of useless dirt now begins to take on the shape of something desirable.  At his touch clay shines like porcelain.   His fingers make desirable what was despicable.  What was cast aside now becomes the object of desire.  In His hands the debris becomes treasure, the vagabond a king, and a reject enters the most Holy place.   

That is the exciting part.  That is the message of hope that brings people to Christ.  That He will see in you and make of you what no one else can.  

After
But what really caught my attention is a little phrase there in verse four.   The vessel was flawed, marred.  That is not the troubling part.  We all understand that.   It is the human condition inherent since the Fall.  

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

A flaw is no big deal, except for one thing. Here is what disturbed my spirit, it was flawed, marred, in His hand.  

After, After, After.  It was after He had already been working on the vessel that the problem surfaced.  It was even as the vessel was in His hand that the weakness was revealed.   This was not the surface scar that anyone can see, this surfaced after…  This is not the deep brokeness of every life that comes to Christ.  This is something that only manifested after the vessel was already in His hands.  
Let me tell you what will really haunt you, what will really drag you down, what will take all the joy, praise, and strength out of a life in Christ.  It is not the things I did before I came to Him.  I am not troubled by how revolting I was before He found me.  I can deal with the mistakes that are BC.  While I may be embarrassed by what I did before I met Him, I can put that in perspective.  Those are all the reasons I came to Him.  That is why I had to have Him.  He cleaned me, purged me, forgave me, changed me.  

But what crushes a soul is to be marred in His hand.  To discover the flaws after…  

To discover bitterness after tasting His sweetness
To discover hatred after knowing His love

To struggle with sadness after experiencing fullness of joy
To wrestle with fear after coming into the family of faith

To be ruled by my flesh after I have been borne of the Spirit
To desire the darkness after walking in His light

To find myself less than I should be after He has made me more than I ever could be
What robs my joy, makes me doubt, chokes my praise, and silences my witness is when I find that after He has loved me, after He has touched me, after He has forgiven me, after all He has done I am marred, flawed, in His hand.   I expect to be flawed when I am far from Him.  I expect I was reprehensible before He got started on me.  But what I struggle with is even as He embraces me, even as He blesses me, even as showers me with all of His goodness the flaws emerge.  Marred in His hand.  This is what causes Christians to struggle.  And this is what I come to help you with.  

All The Marred Vessels
I know too many Christians absolutely tormenting themselves because they find themselves flawed in His hands.  They find themselves broken, after.   And it is haunting.  It is draining.  After all this time on His wheel. After singing His praises.  After studying His word.  After His many touches you would think I would be past this and better than I am.  And the mental, spiritual, and emotional flagellation people put themselves through is relentless. 

Let me tell you that this revelation of the flaw that agonizes a soul, this too is part of the Potter Process.  It is not by accident that the vessel is marred in His hands.  It is not vagary or chance.  It always happens.  And the deepest flawed is always revealed in the vessel that has been in His hand longest.  

You don’t see lust and murder in his heart when he is a simple shepherd boy.  It does not emerge while he is running for his life as an outlaw.  No, it is after being anointed, it is after slaying giants, it is after bringing the presence of God back to the Holy city, it is after crushing the enemies of Israel.  It is after God has promised him an eternal throne. It is after the potters’ hand has placed him on the throne of Israel that Davids’ deepest flaw is revealed. Marred in the Potters hand.
The hand of God scraped down in the miry clay of drudgery and insignificance and pulled out a stinking, crude, ill-mannered fisherman.  After sharing the secrets of eternal life.  After bestowing on him the Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.  Only after setting him on a path that would make him the leader of the most earth shattering institution the world has ever known do you see the cowardice and betrayal in the heart of Peter. Marred in the Potters hand.
After sparing the baby from sure death at the hands of an Egyptian mid-wife.  After floating him through the crocodile infested waters of the Nile.  After placing him in the palace of Egypt.  After making him the instrument for miracle after miracle.  After placing him at the head of millions of people to be led to freedom.  After being so long in the potters hands the flaw in Moses is revealed and violence, temper, anger, and disobedience spill out in a stunning moment. Marred in the Potters hand.

As I already told you.  He literally scraped Adam and Eve out of the dirt.  Placed them in paradise. Walked and talked with them every evening.  Made them the very object of His love.   And after all His love and kindness the disobedience and darkness was manifested. Marred in the Potters hand.

Mark my words.  For every soul that will abide in His hand and stay on His wheel there will come a time when you will find yourself marred in His hand.  You will be disappointed in yourself, frustrated and confused.  The longer you are there the harder it is to deal with.  I can confess that I was a sinner, what I loathe to confess is that I am marred in His hand.  If He had not been so kind with me, if He had not blessed me so much it wouldn’t be so hard.  But He has been so tender with me yet I am marred in His hand.   Before you give up on yourself and crawl off His wheel remember the few things I am about to tell you. 

Stay On The Wheel Because…
· It is not the will of the vessel causing the problem, it is the nature of the clay.

· The Potter does not believe for a moment you want to be less than what He has planned for you.  If He thought you liked that flaw He would cast you aside.  Out in the Potters field with all the rejects.  Not rejected by the Potter, but having rejected His hand and His wheel.   He knows it is not your will but simply the nature of the material, it is full of flaws. 

· Psalm 103:13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.  He knows what He is working with.  You may be revolted and devastated, but not Him.  He knows your heart and your deepest desires.  With the potter the will of the vessel is never in question, He knows the nature of the clay. 

· Romans 7: 15  I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 17  As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18  I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
· Matthew 26:41 The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. It is not the will of the vessel in question, it is the nature of the clay.

· The Potter revealed it for a purpose. 

· As long as the clay is in the ground there is no point in revealing the deep flaws.  Nobody cares and it is to be expected anyway.  

· It is not some cruel joke that the flaw is revealed while the vessel is in the potters’ hand.  There was no point in bringing it to light before.  

· It is only when the Potter has a purpose for you, it is only when He begins to fashion you for a specific place in His kingdom that He really puts the pressure on that brings all of the flaws to the surface.  Before He entrusts you with destiny He has to know He has it all out of you.  

· In John 21 the resurrected Christ looks across the fire at a vessel that had proved itself marred in His hands.  He looks at the man that denied Him.  “Peter, do you love me?”  “I have to know we got that flaw out”. “Peter do you love me?” “Is it all gone Peter?”  

· John 21:17 And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.  (I have been in your hands and on your wheel so long you know that better than me) Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God.  There is a purpose and a destiny but it cannot be revealed until I know we forced the flaw to the surface and it is gone.  

· It is going to come out.  You can spend your whole life trying to hide it, but if you are in His hand it is going to come out because He is preparing you for a purpose.  He has to know what He is dealing with.  (Isaiah: Man of unclean lips)

· In revealing your flaw God will reveal His glory.

· There are things about God you will never know, never see, never understand until you are marred in His hands. 

· Paul found himself marred in the Potters hands and prayed for God to take it away.  II Corinthians 12:8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 

· The perfect strength of God will never be revealed in you until your flaw is revealed in Him.

Jacob will never be a prince with God until He walks with a limp.
Samson will crush more enemies after falling prey to his own lust and having his eyes gouged out than he ever did before.

There is a different Peter preaching on the day of Pentecost than the cringing coward, which denied Christ.
When you allow God to reveal your flaw you also allow Him to reveal His glory in you.  When you have been marred in His hands you have proven that although the clay may be weak your spirit is right, you are ready for His purpose to be revealed in your life, you are ready for His glory to be revealed in you.  

If I am preaching to someone that has found themselves marred in the potters hands you need to hear the last few moments of this message. 

Remade Vessels
Jeremiah 18: 3 Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 4 And the vessel that he made of clay  was marred (flawed) in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.

He is not going to cast you aside because you were marred in His hand.  He is simply going to make you again.  And again, and again, and again.  As many times as it takes to get you to the place of purpose and revealed glory.  I am preaching to people so disgusted with yourself because you find yourself marred in His hands, I have two questions for you.

1. What better place for a marred vessel than in the potters hands? 

If that thing was never revealed before you came to be in His hands there is probably no where else where you are going to get it fixed.  Let Him keep working on you.  Pressuring you, shaping you, preparing you.  What better place for you than where you can be helped.  Don’t leave God and His church because you are not perfect, this is where you need to be most.  

2. If He is willing to hold you, (You were marred in His hand and He was not so repulsed that He cast you aside) why would you crawl out of His hand?

You will still be flawed, and now you know it more than ever and you have removed yourself from the only one that can help.  

What I want you to understand is we preach new beginnings to every one but ourselves.   A rank sinner can come to God out of hideous sin and we believe God will make them a new creation, it is time we start understanding that that is not a one time offer.  

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

We need a revival.  

We need reshaping

We need Him to make us again

