Living On The Edge
The church is called to evangelism

Acts 1:1 In my former letter, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

The mission of the church and the over-riding mandate of every believer is evangelism.  Telling people about Jesus.  Sharing your personal story of how your faith in Christ has transformed your life.  Persuading people to give their heart to Jesus Christ and make Him the Lord of their life.  Winning the lost to Jesus Christ.  This is evangelism, and this is the mandate and mission of the church and individual Christians.  

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.

1. The command, and commission to evangelism, both personal and corporate must once again become an integral part of the focus of the church.  Witnessing to people about Jesus Christ must become a central part of believer’s lives.  
2. About Evangelism/Witnessing
· There are two types of evangelism.  

3. Church Wide/Corporate 

4. This happens when there is a concerted effort to reach lost people through the ministries of the local church.  We invite people to special events.  We design specialized ministries (divorce recovery) to reach hurting people.  The pulpit ministry of the church reaches for lost people during our worship services.  We design discipleship courses to teach people.  We support prison ministry.  We have prophecy classes to make people aware of their need of God.  Church wide evangelism is the combined efforts of the whole church to reach the world with the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.  
1. Personal Evangelism.

5. Personal evangelism is when you lead someone you are personally connected with to a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ.  This is far and away the most effective way to win lost people to Jesus.  This should be what primarily feeds the ministries of the church.  In a perfect world the ministries of the church would be a big toolbox each of you use in your personal evangelism efforts. (emphasis is on you)  Instead the ministries of the church have become the primary means of evangelism.  WE WILL NEVER IMPACT OUR WORLD IN THE WAY WE COULD UNTIL THAT PARADIGM SHIFTS.  

There is a great picture of personal evangelism in scripture.  In John 4 Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s well.  He engaged this woman in conversation.  Then, as Christ is so great at doing, He revealed to her the greatest fault, need, and wound in her life, and revealed Himself as the Messiah that would save her.  Watch what happens.  This is the essence of personal evangelism.

John 4: 28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and went back to the village and told everyone, 29 "Come and meet a man who told me everything I ever did! Can this be the Messiah?" 30 So the people came streaming from the village to see him. 

She told people what Christ did for her, and invited them to meet Him and decide for themselves.  

6. To win people through personal evangelism;

7. You have to have an experience with Christ. 

8. You have to tell people about it. 

9. You have to invite them to a place where they can encounter Christ. (The best bet is where you encountered Him)

10. You have to have enough faith to allow people to decide for themselves.  

John 4:39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus because the woman had said, "He told me everything I ever did!"

You do not have to have a theology degree.  You do not need to be able to explain all mysteries.  Just get an experience with Christ and share it.  Just be like the blind man that Jesus healed in John 9.  The doubters tried to trap him with theological arguments.  He just stuck with his story.  
John 9:24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

Just tell people what He has done for you.   That is your story, stick to it.  

· It is not a calling, it is a commission and commandment. 

God is not calling you to witness. He commissioned you and commands you to witness.  It is as much a part of your faith as prayer, fasting, worship, and giving. 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.
John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, (Not that you are a great Christian, sing in the choir, pay your tithes, etc…)  that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

· Witnessing is not a spiritual discipline, it is the result of a Spirit-filled life.

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.

It would seem to me that it is the automatic, unstoppable result of a Spirit-filled life.  If you do not share your faith on a regular basis you should take advantage of the many altar calls we make and come top off your Holy Ghost tank a little bit.  Because when the Holy Spirit comes “you will be witnesses!”  You offer as proof of your spirit-filled status the fact that you speak in tongues, when the real proof is that you testify to others of the saving power of Jesus Christ.  

Evangelism At The Edge
I am so glad God was not ambiguous when He commissioned us.  He was very specific.  

Acts 1:8 ”you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Acts 13:47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

The command of God is that our evangelism, our witnessing should take us to and take place all the way to the ends of the earth.  But there is something more in these texts than a sermon about missionary service.  I am the son of a missionary, I know these scriptures like the back of my hand.  But when I re-read them some time ago something resonated like a great big gong had been struck deep in my soul.  Go to the ends….go to the ends.  Let me rephrase that in the parlance of our day.   Go to the extreme edge.  Go literally, geographically, as far as you can to spread this gospel. That’s fine.   But the meaning of this passage goes even beyond that.  Get this gospel to the edge.  See, the Bible is a living, vibrant thing.  It is relevant in every age.  In the first century when the commission was given there was an obvious geographical intent.  But now that the globe is interconnected in million ways the command to get the Gospel to the ends, to the edge becomes just as relevant but in a whole new way, because our culture is all about the edge.   

The middle is out/The Edge is in.  

Mediocrity is unacceptable.  We live in a world of extremes.  Go try and buy a medium drink somewhere.  You can get large, supersize, thirst-crusher, and monster-guzzler.  But you can’t find medium.  Our culture has rejected the very notion. Canadian teenager singer Avril Lavigne put it in her hit song "Anything but Ordinary."   That is the mantra of our world.  

It used to be that when test-marketing products, or planning for the success of some new line, researchers would try to appeal to the center. Their guide was the bell-curve average of a middle ground. Today all middles are in trouble, as the middles are dropping out and the ends are getting huge. In fact, middle ground is considered fallow ground. Nobody wants to be average or to have mass appeal. The middle average is disappearing and we are being left with extreme edges.  

Sales for mid-sized televisions are sagging. But huge room-sized TV screens are hot (home theater systems), matched only by sales of those itty-bitty, teeny-tiny cell-phones with video-screens. 

Organizations are getting bigger in size (AOL Time Warner, Citigroup, HP-Compaq, etc.) and they are getting smaller (home/self-employment businesses) in size. 

There is faster income growth at the top and bottom ranges, with slowest income growth at the middle. 

In the world of geopolitics, huge multinational federations are forming (Nafta, European Union) and at the same time tiny secessionist movements and small independent states are emerging. Countries in the middle are losing population.

The two hottest selling cars are the Hummer H2 (the size of my house) and the Mini Cooper (which looks like the teeny clown cars)
Survival in business today depends on how well anyone can appeal to the vibrant edges. In fact those outside edges keep swelling and that big middle is constantly being lipo-suctioned. How often do you hear the term, special interest group?  Doesn’t it seem like there is a lot of them?

Find me a kid that isn't entranced by extreme sports. Nobody wants to do regular anything. Type in "extreme" into a search engine, and you'll get anywhere from a half million to a million links that will take you to extreme networks, extreme weather, tremecoffee.com. 

Our world is increasingly defined by the extreme edge.  And looking through two-thousand years of humanity Christ had the foresight, and like to think He had a hint of a smile when He commissioned us to Judea, Samria, and, oh yeah, to the ends…to the edges…of the earth.  

We are seeing the aging of our population.  The numbers of senior citizens are exploding.  We have to push this gospel to that edge and witness to seniors.  

We have gone from a melting pot to a tossed salad as more and more ethnic groups are retaining their cultural identities.  Even here in suburbia within a few blocks from this church there are no fewer than 5 different ethnic groups represented.  If we are going to be a legitimate force we are going to have to push this gospel to that edge and witness with ethnic relevance to diverse peoples. 

For the first time in history children are recognized as a market segment all their own and targeted.  The church cannot lag behind there.  We have to push the gospel to that edge and get up to our eyeballs in cutting edge children’s ministry. 

And I am persuaded that if Christians and a church will commit to evangelism on the edge, pushing this gospel into every crevasse of our world, refusing to just try and reach people that are just like us, we will open a flood gate of God’s blessing and provision.  

How many knows somebody that is at their end?

At the end of their hope?
At the end of their resources?

At the end of their commitment to their marriage?
At the end of answers for their life?

At the end of patience with their kids?
That is where Christ commissioned you to go and reach them with the gospel.  If you will commit to evangelism on the extreme edge (that’s where your best prospect is) God will commit to go with you and reward you.  

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.

Isaiah 43:2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 5  Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west. 6  I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' and to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—

Isaiah 52:10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

