Living On The Edge (part two)

The church is called to evangelism

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

The mission of the church and the over-riding mandate of every believer is evangelism. Persuading people to give their heart to Jesus Christ and make Him the Lord of their life. This is evangelism, and this is the mandate and mission of the church and individual Christians. Matthew 28:19 is a key part of that mandate.  

Last week we learned quite a bit about witnessing/evangelism. 

· There are two types of evangelism.  

1. Church Wide/Corporate 

2. Personal Evangelism.

John 4: 28 Gives us a great model for personal evangelism

To win people through personal evangelism;

1. You have to have an experience with Christ. 

2. You have to tell people about it. 

3. You have to invite them to a place where they can encounter Christ. 

4. You have to have enough faith to allow people to decide for themselves.  
John 4:39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus because the woman had said, "He told me everything I ever did!"

· It is not a calling, it is a commission and commandment. 

God did not call you to witness, He commanded you to.

Matthew 28:19

John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

· Witnessing is not a spiritual discipline, it is the result of a Spirit-filled life.

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.

But the biggest revelation we experienced last week was that this is the day of evangelism at the edge.  

Acts 1:8 ”you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Acts 13:47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

For the purpose of this series the commandment to go to the ends of the earth, or, in modern parlance, to the edge takes on a whole new meaning.  Our world does not have a lot of common denominators any more.  There is not a whole lot that can be defined as normal.   

This is the age of extremes. 

This is the day of the special interest groups. 

We live in a world dominated by minority groups. 

There is no happy medium just extreme edges. 

There is no big picture any more. The big picture is actually a mosaic, and when you zoom in close you see it is made up of hundreds of small pictures, each distinct, unique, and individual.
In light of that there is perhaps no point in history where the commandment of Christ to take the gospel to the extreme edge resonates more loudly, more practically, and is more relevant. 

We talked about some extreme edges we have to get the gospel to if we are going to have the impact on our world we are destined for. 

· Age demographics.

· Diverse ethnic groups. 

· Different worship styles that may resonate better with different segments of our world. 

· Different ways of communicating the timeless truth of the salvation that can be found in Jesus Christ. 

We are commanded to go to any length geographically & culturally to reach the lost with the gospel of Christ.  We are commanded to evangelize on the edge in every sense of the word.  

To people we would consider fringe groups. (cannot ignore them) 

To people on the edge demographically speaking. 

To people on the edge metaphorically speaking. 

To our next door neighbor who is culturally 5000 miles removed from us. 

To the people around us who age wise are decades away from us. 

We have the challenge and privilege of getting the saving gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. 

Nothing seems to make people as uncomfortable as when you start to talk about soul winning.  Especially when you move from generalities (we must reach a lost a dying world) to specifics (you need to share your faith with hurting people).   And the longer your history in church the more adverse you will be to evangelism.  I remember stuff like door knocking and street services.  RIFF That stuff will scar you for life.   And the methods we were taught.  Confrontational and condemning.  Questioning people’s experience.  (Tracts with pictures of people burning in hell)   No wonder nobody wants anything to do with that.  

Not only have we been adversely affected by some past methods, we are also somewhat hampered by the times we live in. Nothing brings out bad manner and bad language like a phone call from a telemarketer.  The moment you say hello, and are greeted first with that brief static-buzz on the line and then with an overly-cheery voice chummily asking for you by (mispronounced) name, you can feel your blood pressure rising.  Is it just me, or do these calls come on the busiest days, at the busiest times? Dinner is cooking, kids are fighting, the doorbell is ringing . . . and this fool on the phone launches into some selling spiel that can go on for ten minutes before a breath is drawn.  The best, simplest defense is just to hang up. But it’s hard to resist making some sort of caustic comeback. I have started putting them on hold.  How many of you have actually had the telemarketer call you back wondering "how did we get cut off?" 

These telemarketers are the twenty-first century's most common experience of evangelists.  The high-pressure intrusion into our lives is a method that was practically pioneered by the church.  No wonder evangelism has a bad name among so many people.  Stephen Carter, in his widely cited book Culture of Disbelief, observes that "The message of contemporary culture seems to be that it's perfectly all right to believe stuff—we have freedom of conscience, people can believe what they like—but you really ought to keep it to yourself."  Even among Christians, there are some calling for the "Death of Evangelism." As one advocate of evangelism's demise has put it, "Many Christians think of evangelism the same way they think of visiting their aunt with Alzheimer's: something they know they're supposed to do, but are always finding ways of putting off. The thing about it is that I think the vast majority of American Christians find the notion of evangelism extremely distasteful and do not practice it in any fashion."

Edge evangelism will turn all of that upside down and spin it 180 degrees. There are effective ways you can share you faith and know the pure joy of leading someone to Jesus Christ. 

An Edge Evangelism Encounter
Acts 8:26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) 27  So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28  and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29  Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." 30  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31  He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32  Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33  In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 34  The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?" 35  Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" 37 And Philip said, If you believe with all your heart you may.  And he answered and said “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  38  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.

Before I plunge into exegesis that will show this to be a perfect model of edge evangelism let me share with you what Keith Anderson, a leading thinker in the church today has taught about how the methods and goals of evangelism need to shift.  You will see these changes reflected in the story of the eunuch. 

PRIVATE
Old 
New

Confrontational (m)
relational

mass ("in Adam") (m)
customized

general population (g)
specific people groups

single presentation (m)
multiple exposure

single method (m)
multiple methods

goal: a decision
goal: a disciple

America: An Xn nation(m)
America: a secular mission field

church membership (g)
Christian discipleship

motive: guilt (m)
motive: value and love

Philip is in the middle of a red-hot revival in Samaria and the Holy Spirit sends him out into a desert to hook up with this seeker who is traveling by chariot.    This is the kind of soul-winning encounter God wants to lead each of us into.  But it only happens on the edge, not in the old tradition methods we are caught up in.  There are three things that make this an edge evangelism encounter. 

1. The Place. 

Acts 8:26  Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.)

This encounter did not happen at the local church or as a result of anything the local church was doing.  He was not drawn by any event that the church was having.  (Those things are important, but not primary)  It happened out in the middle of nowhere.   To reach this man someone had to step outside from where church was happening and be where this guy was.  If we limit ourselves to just evangelizing the people who wlak through the door we have hamstrung ourselves.  

God turns our logic upside down in this scenario.  Instead of persuading the eunuch to come God told the Christian to go. 

This is an edge encounter because it takes place where the seeker is.  Out in a strange desolate exotic spot that Philip probably never would have went to other wise.  

2. The Person.   

Acts 8:27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.

The Ethiopian eunuch traveling along this path is a citizen of the edge in every way.  He is a lot like so many we encounter every day.  

Ethnically Diverse.

As an Ethiopian, he was considered supremely exotic—a traveler from a distant, little-known land. Geographically an Ethiopian here refers to a resident of the old kingdom of Meroe, located in what we know as northern Sudan. south of Aswan to Khartoum. Among first-century Romans and Greeks (those who lived in the civilized world), Ethiopians were considered to be literally living on the edge of the world (see Homer's Odyssey). 

Influential

This Ethiopian isn't only distinctive for his deep, dark skin color and his edge-of-the-world residence. He's also described as a eunuch and as a high court official—indeed, the individual in charge of the Candace's  entire treasury.

Cut off from main-stream religion

The term "eunuch" had a variety of inferences in ancient times. It was originally a term used simply to describe any high court officials, whether they were sexually mutilated or not. This Ethiopian eunuch's physical condition has significance because of yet another of his noteworthy characteristics: his piety. In both Deuteronomy 23:1 and Leviticus 21:20, eunuchs are specifically denied access to offerings for the Lord. That mandate grew into the law forbidding eunuchs from becoming full proselytes to Judaism. This Ethiopian eunuch, no matter how pious or obedient, therefore would never have qualified for full conversion to what appears to be his chosen faith. 

He is educated

He had been to Jerusalem to worship. He isn't only able to read, but to do so in multiple languages (he's reading Hebrew Scripture, the Scroll of Isaiah, as he travels along). 

He knows nothing about Christ.

Acts 8:34 The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?" 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.

He is hungry for truth and a true spiritual experience. 

He had been to Jerusalem to worship even though he could never fully be part of that faith.  Even as he journeys home he is searching the scripture for truth.  

The people God is directing us to are hungry, searching.  They may be of different skin color, different cultures, different back grounds.  But they are willing to journey to find truth, are we willing to go to the edge to reach them?  Are we willing to go to a wilderness place we are not comfortable with to win them to Christ?

3. The Plan

This is not a church led evangelism effort it is Spirit led.  (remember Acts 1:8)  See text.  This is a spirit led effort.  It is nothing more than a believer following God.
The plan is not to get someone to come to church.  The plan is for God to position a believer where a hungry person is.  Quit trying to drag people to your church and start praying for God to drag you where some seeker is. 

The plan was for the believer to be positioned and then respond.  Notice that the eunuch offered the first invitation.  (vs. 31)  Notice that all Philip did was respond to what the eunuch asked him. I Peter 3: 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
This is a divinely appointed edge evangelism experience.   A spirit-led believer intersects a hungry seeker.  The seeker out of his own hunger invites the believer into his life.  The seeker asks the questions that open the door to the gospel of Christ.  

This is how evangelism is supposed to take place. 

Are you in tune enough with the spirit of God to be led to the edge?

Are you willing to go to the edge?

Can you give an answer?

If you said yes to those things you are ready to start living on the edge and winning souls to Jesus Christ. 
