Living On The Edge (part three)

The church is called to evangelism

For the past few weeks we have been exploring the mission of the church and the over-riding mandate of every believer which is evangelism. Sharing our personal salvation experience in order to persuade people to give their heart to Jesus Christ and make Him the Lord of their life. This is evangelism.
In week one we learned quite a bit about witnessing/evangelism. 

· There are two types of evangelism.  

1. Church Wide/Corporate 

2. Personal Evangelism.

· It is not a calling, it is a commission and commandment. 

· Witnessing is not a spiritual discipline, it is the result of a Spirit-filled life.

· The real focus has been on the discovery that this is the day of evangelism at the edge.  

· -Text-
Acts 13:47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

For the purpose of this series the commandment to go to the ends of the earth, or, in modern parlance, to the edge takes on a whole new meaning. 

find the notion of evangelism extremely distasteful and do not practice it in any fashion."

· Last week we looked at An Edge Evangelism Encounter in Acts 8.
· It was an E.E.E. because the witness and contact took place outside the church. 

· It was an E.E.E. because there could not have been a greater difference between the witness and the convert. 

· It was an E.E.E. because it was entirely orchestrated and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

Edge Explosion
What needs to happen in our day is that experience Philip had in the desert needs to be replicated on a daily basis in the lives of all believers. We need an escalation of witnessing endeavors.  We need more believers impassioned, spirit-led, out there, sharing their faith.  In short we need an explosion of edge evangelism.  An edge explosion is when the power of God becomes so prevalent in the lives of believers that the believers erupt out of the church,  the Gospel explodes onto the streets and people are won to Jesus Christ.  This is how an e.e. looks.
Acts 2: 1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine.”  14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17" 'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit.

This is where an extreme world meets an extreme church. 

This is where the message of the gospel is made clear across cultural, linguistic, and ethnic barriers. 

This is where the church erupts into the streets. 

This is where the streets pour into the church.

This is an edge evangelism explosion!
What happened on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 meets the criteria for edge evangelism that we learned about last week in Acts 8.  But this is on a massive, earth moving scale.  This is the combination of corporate and personal evangelism.  And the results of an edge evangelism explosion, a Spirit-led, Spirit-directed, soul winning effort directed to the extreme edges, were astounding. 

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

This is what happens when we have an edge evangelism explosion. 

Edge Because…
The same criteria we used last week also prove this to be edge evangelism.  Getting the gospel into the heart of the culture. 

· It was the result of the Spirit of God filling believers.  I told you the first week we started this that witnessing is not a spiritual discipline, rather it is the result of a Spirit-filled life.  “You shall be witnesses…”  Nobody organized this, it was Spirit-started, Spirit-directed, & Spirit-led. 
· The evangelism happened on the streets.

· The prospects opened the door with their own questions.  Nothing was forced down their throat.  Acts 2: 5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?”  This is the same thing that happened with the Eunuch we talked about last week.  Philip was following the Holy Ghost and the guy he was sent to witness to invited Philip into his life.  God is going before you, preparing hearts to receive your witness.  You just have to walk in the Spirit of God.  
· God drew the crowd.  Surely He could have sent the Spirit without it sounding like a tornado, or without visible flames.  This is all to get the people to come running.  That is all the wind and the flames are about.
· The church was acting as radically as the world they were confronting.  Acts 2: 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine.”    A charge of drunkenness or insanity opens the door for us to explain ourselves.  If they ever say we are boring…  Like I told you the first week of this study, do a word search on any main search engine on the word extreme and the hits number in the hundreds of thousands.  Nobody wants plain, ordinary, anything anymore.  Every sport has to be extreme.  Flavors have to be extreme.  Recreational activities have to be extreme.  Colors have to be extreme.  And an extreme world needs an extreme church.  People are taken through every emotion known to man in a 30 second advertisement how can we expect them to yawn their way through an hour and a half of predictable, programmed church.  
If the world experiences diseases that baffle dr.’s it needs a church that preaches, prays for, and sees miraculous healings that baffle dr.’s.
As the ethical lines became more confused by technology the church has the opportunity to preach absolutes, rights and wrongs, and shine like a light house over the tossing ocean that is our world.  And believe me, the church that dares to do that, the Christian with the guts to live that way, is truly extreme and radical. 

Hows about we make the same radical commitment to impacting the minds of our kids as the cultural programmers of our day.
· In an a world of extremes there must be a church of extreme faith, extreme worship, extreme prayer, extreme passion, extreme love.  There has to be a church that will evangelize to the edge.  

· The gospel was presented in ways that cut across linguistic, ethnic, and cultural boundaries.  Acts 2:6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"  They did not have to learn another language to hear the gospel! As radical a change as the gospel makes in a life, we are still not satisfied.  Not only do we expect people to turn away from sin, we expect them to become part of a church culture that many of us were born into.  People have to learn Christianese before they even know what we are talking about.  An edge explosion led by the Spirit of God will help us connect with people that otherwise we would not know what they were saying and they would not understand us.  

One of the hottest growth industries in this country is providing interpreters. There is a company based in Thousand Oaks, CA.  It provides global interpreting services.  Hospitals, police, educators, lawyers, every kind of business owner, individuals in crisis situations can call and they will put an interpreter for almost any known language on the line.  If necessary they can fly an interpreter in.  The profit for this little company that operates out of a shopping center is in the hundreds of millions, because it is increasingly necessary to have an interpreter just to move through our world.  

I sometimes need an interpreter just to speak with other people who speak English.  Try talking to someone about computers.  I play racquetball with a black gentleman.  I went for weeks thinking he was trash talking me and putting me down because he kept calling me dog.  Turns out he was being friendly.  Bad is good.  If someone says your fat they may be hitting on you.  My 5-year-old son told me the other day he was chillin like a villain. Want an example of some English needing an interpreter? Here's an excerpt from a fairly recent Harvard University Press book (Charles Travis' Unshadowed Thought: Representation in Thought and Language [2001]):

A thought is something there is to think: what one thinks in thinking thus and so. One thinks things to be a certain way; what one thinks is a matter of which way one thus thinks things. A thought, so conceived, may be right (or wrong) in the sense that it's a right (or wrong) thing to think; in thinking it, one thinks what is (or is not) so. One thinks what is right, in this sense, just where what one thinks—on this conception, the thought—is so. Here a thought is identified by the conditions whose obtaining would make thinking it right.  I NEED AN INTERPERTER!  

And all the people I come in contact with need an interpreter to understand me.  If we will operate in the Holy Ghost the Spirit of God will become a divine interpreter that will allow the Gospel we share to rip across dividing lines of language, culture, age, economics, gender, race & values.  

· How awesome would it be to share Christ with your teenager (the same kid morphed into this total stranger in about six days)  and see the lights go on in their eyes as they hear the wonders of God in a language they understand?   By the infilling of the Holy Ghost you can!

· The people were not drawn by a doctrinal discourse, they were drawn by the overt worship.  Acts 2: . 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language --we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"  People do not need you to explain the Godhead, they don’t need a course in eschatology, you do not need to be able to expound at length on dipolar theism.  You just have to be able to share what you know God has done in a way people can relate to.  The worship set the stage for Peter’s sermon.  

1. Essential Ingredients Of An Edge Explosion 

2. Unity

Acts 2: 1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.

Until we can get all together we will not see an edge explosion. We need unity not uniformity.  We do not all have to be the same, we need a common vision, a common desire, a common goal.  Jesus told us flat out that a house divided against itself cannot stand.  The absolute, number one prerequisite to an edge explosion is unity.  Isn’t it ironic that the ability to reach a diverse culture emerged out of unity?  There are a lot of people that think we need to splinter to reach a splintered world.  I contend the more unified we are the more ability we will have to reach the world.   In John 17 the prayer of Jesus for us is that we be one.  We need a diversity of people coalesced around one truth, one vision, and one mission.  Do not fear diversity and difference.  It will not divide us as long as Jesus Christ and spreading His Gospel is the driving force of all we do.   It is okay if we are not all a bunch of little clones running around as long as we are preaching Jesus Christ. 

3. A Holy Ghost Outpouring

Acts2: 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit

Because it comes entirely from the realm of the Spirit, because there is no way to program it, because it is completely Spirit-driven we must have the free flow of the Spirit of God to have an edge explosion.  We are wearing blisters on our brains trying to figure out how to get people to Jesus when it has already been made crystal clear to us. 

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 
We really want to reach the world?  It starts with a Holy Ghost outpouring in a unified body of believers.  Jesus had told them previously to not leave until this happened.  When did we decide to settle for church without a manifestation of the Spirit of God?   Do you know what preceded the outpouring?  It was not three songs, the choir, and a 45 minute sermon. 

Acts 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication.
We will have an outpouring of the Holy Ghost that leads to an edge explosion when we determine not to leave without it.  

4. Lose Control (To The Holy Spirit)

Acts 2: 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them
It is one thing to get Spirit filled, it is another to do what the Spirit directs you to do.  There are people that get Spirit-filled, but are such little control freaks about their own life they never get Spirit-controlled.  

To let the Holy Spirit take control of our lives means that we let the Spirit's wind blow away our cobwebs of selfishness and the dust of our insensitivity.." 

To let the Holy Spirit take control of our lives is to let the purifying power of the Spirit burn away our jealousies, and refine and galvanize us, so that we CAN break down language barriers and be heard.

To be plugged into the power of the Spirit means that we can no longer focus on our own desires and accomplishments, like the people of the Tower of Babel did. At Babel, their selfishness and pride resulted in a worldwide breakdown of communication. But Pentecost REVERSES Babel and says, "If you ride the wings of this wind, nothing can limit your love, not even the Babel language and communication barriers!" 

Letting the Holy Spirit be your interpreter may mean that you wind up talking to people that you wouldn't ordinarily talk with. Like foreigners in our comfort zone. Modern day Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and Cretes. Such as people of a different race. Or people of a different class. People with a different set of values.  People who don't travel in our circles.

To let the Holy Spirit interpret your life is to step out of our comfort zones. To risk becoming, as Leonard Sweet puts it, "Dangerously Christian." To risk that people might think we are drunk or even crazy! 

To let the Spirit interpret our lives means that we will be able to communicate the Gospel of salvation through Christ to people that we might not even want to speak with. 

To let the Spirit interpret our lives means that we risk experiencing true intimacy with our loves ones, with all the sacrifice that true love and commitment brings.
Yielding total control to the Holy Spirit may mean being reshaped entirely.  

I Corinthians 9:19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.

Will you unify around Jesus Christ with people that are not like you, that you may even disagree with?

Will you not be satisfied to have church without a manifestation of the Holy Spirit?

Will you live a Spirit Controlled life?  

If you said yes you will experience an edge explosion.  

Acts 1:8 You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
