Light Bearers

II Corinthians 4: 3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 8  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

9  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

John the Baptist exploded onto the scene and rocked his world.  His preaching about the soon coming of the Messiah stirred the whole countryside.  A close examination of scripture will tell you that so powerful was the preaching of John the Baptist and so stirring was his message that the people poured out of the cities into the countryside to hear him preach and be baptized by him.  With such a commotion going on it was only to be expected that questions and rumors started swirling about this strange preacher who emerged from the desert with fire in his eye and heart.  There were a multitude of theories about who he could be. Around verse 19 of the first chapter of John the questioning starts.  Are you Elijah reincarnate?  Are you the next prophet?  Are you the Christ?   Who are you anyway?   We know you must be someone of significance.  To set the matter straight John made sure it was early in his epistle as to who he was.

John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2  The same was in the beginning with God. 3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

John was telling everybody, lets get one thing straight.  I don’t care what title you try to hang on me, I don’t care how you try to define me, I don’t care what role you want to cast me in.  I have only one purpose.  I am light-bearer.  I carry the light of Christ to the world.  My name doesn’t matter. My qualifications do not matter.  I am the light-bearer.  There is no identity for me outside of this.  I am the light-bearer.

I am preaching to affect a radical new wave of thinking in the church.  I want you to have a radical new identity.  I want you to understand you only have one purpose on this planet, you are a light-bearer.  Your purpose in life is to carry the light of Jesus Christ.  

You are not a/an __________________  you are a light bearer.  This is the purpose for which you were born.  This is your destiny.  

If you are a stay at home mom it is because God destined you to bear the light of Jesus Christ into your home.
If you are a schoolteacher it is because god destined you to bear the light into class room.

If you are a construction worker it is because God destined you to bear the light on a job site.
If you are a nurse it is because God destined you to bear the light into hospital corridors and room.  

Where ever you are, whatever it is you do, you are not defined by how you get your paycheck.  I am hanging a new definition on you.  You Are A Light Bearer!
I know that was John’s role.  But it is our role as well.

II Corinthians 4:6  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

The treasure that we house in the earthen vessel of our physical being is nothing more than the light of Jesus Christ.  Do you understand what was placed in you when the Holy Spirit indwelt you?  It is nothing less than the very light that blasted into a darkened chaotic universe and birthed the world in which we live.  The very light that was commanded to shine in the darkness has been shined into our hearts and we now contain it in the vessel that is our being.  We are, without doubt, without question, light bearers.  We are the vessel, the pitcher in which the light is contained and carried.  Jesus told us this emphatically in Matthew 5.

Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
The Purpose Of The Pitcher
But I need for you to not only understand that you are a light-bearer.  I need to explain your role to you.  I think it will help Christians understand their life a lot better if we really understand what is expected of the light-bearer.  

Gideon
In Judges the 6th and 7th chapters is the story of Gideon, a judge of Israel.  The Midianites had oppressed Israel, starved them, and ground them under the cruel heel of tyranny.  Your Bible will tell you that the army of Midianites that came against Israel was so vast it could only be compared to the sands of the sea.  At the instruction of the Lord Gideon began to gather an army to go and fight the Midianites.   His efforts produced 32,000 men willing to fight.  Not a bad start, but then the Lord did something strange.  He had Gideon send home 22,000 of them.  

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
Judges 7:2 And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.

10,000 against an army like the sands of the sea?   Surely God could receive glory from making His small army victorious, yet He keeps whittling Gideon’s army down, because He is about to enact a principle that will carry into the N.T. and be of importance for believers in every age.  So God takes Gideon’s army down to 300 men.  And when God got the army down to 300 men, he told Gideon, “Here is what I want you to arm yourself with, get a pitcher and place a light inside it.” (Judges 7:16)  And in the darkest part of the night,  sneak in close to the camp of the enemy, and break that pitcher and let the light shine forth.  When that happened the fear of the Lord fell on Midia, and in their insane fear they slaughtered each other.

God did not need swords, He needed light bearers.
God did not need an army, He needed vessels to carry the light.

God did not need horses and chariots, He needed light bearers.
God does not need your money, He needs you to be a light bearer.

God does not need your talent, He needs you to be a light bearer.(Riff)

 The Pitcher Does Not Matter
As a light bearer there are three things you must understand.  And the first of these is this, the pitcher doesn’t matter.  It’s only purpose is to bear the light.  

God is not looking for the best looking, He is looking for a container to fill with the Light of The World.
God is not looking for the richest.

God is not looking for the smartest.
God is not necessarily concerned with finding the most successful. 

God really doesn’t care how much you have banked, or what your prospects are. 
God is not overly impressed with talent.

God could care less about I.Q. 

He is just looking for a vessel, a pitcher He can place His light in.  We are fixing to see an influx of EGR saints. (Extra Grace Required)  Because God is going to prove to us that we have the most beautiful vase or a rough earthen pitcher, it really does not matter to Him, all He wants is something that can carry His light.  

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
God is going to show the world that He can do more with dirt jars full of light than can be accomplished with all the brains, talent, money, and networks in the world.  

Can I implore someone to quit begging God for the infilling of His Spirit.  He wants you to have it worse than you want it.  But the reason you are in such a struggle to receive is because you think it is all about you, you think you are not worthy, you think you are not good enough, but the pitcher does not matter it is just to conceal and carry the light.  Once you get this in your spirit receiving the baptism is easy because you understand it is all about God housing His light in you.  

The Pitcher Must Be Positioned

God told Gideon that before that light would be allowed to shine he had to get in a certain place, the darkest place, the most dangerous place, close to the enemy.   This is the second thing we as light bearers must understand.  We are being positioned.  

Look at your world with a fresh understanding.  God is guiding you. You carry in you the light of the world.  Don’t be surprised when you walk through dark days and dark places.  God is getting you ready, He is positioning you for the right moment, the right time, to let your light shine.  

Some of you are frustrated even now, because you feel it burning inside of you and you want it to blaze out.  You don’t know what the hold up is.  It trembles in your very being.   You want to know what the hold up is.  You are not ready.  God does not have you in position yet.  It is not dark enough yet.  You are not close enough to the enemy yet.  God is still moving you, positioning you.   Just carry the light.  Just conceal the light.  

God is going to get you in position.  At some dark time, in some dark place the light of Christ is going blaze out of you and bring deliverance to someone.  

The Pitcher Must Be Broken

But, there is one more thing that must happen to the light bearer before that can take place.  You get a hint of it when the text changes in II Corinthians.  

It starts out so powerful and positive, positively exploding with promise. (Have congregation open to this text)

II Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
Then in the middle of verse 7 it changes.

II Corinthians 4:7b that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.  (Pitcher does not matter, and you are about to see why.) 8  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10  Always bearing about in the body (the pitcher/the vessel) the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus (John 1:4 That life was the light of men) might be made manifest in our body. 11 For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

You see, something is going to happen to that pitcher, that vessel.   Something is going to happen to the light bearer.  The light will be concealed in them.  Then they will be positioned until the most strategic moment.  Then comes the battering, the beating, the seeming abuse, the unrelenting punishment.  I love the poetic language of the KJV; “bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, we which live are always delivered unto death”.  Why must this be so?  That the life of Jesus which is the light might be manifest, seen in our body, in our pitcher.  That the life/light of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.  

Gideon, conceal the light inside, get in the right position, then at the most strategic moment the pitcher must be broken so that the light can shine forth. 

Why are you suffering?  Why are you battered?  Why are you being crushed?  Because you wanted to be a light bearer, and the only way for the light to ever shine is for the vessel that bears it to be broken.   This is why God would just as soon use a prostitute as a millionaire, because in the end the vessel will be broken anyway.  

The light has never manifested in some of your lives because you have never reached a place of brokeness.  Too much pride, too much ego, too many plans of your own.  But if you ever want to be part of driving back the darkness, if you ever want to fulfill the purpose and destiny for which you were borne you are going to have to allow Him to break you so that the light you carry can shine forth.  

You have only one purpose, carry the light, conceal the light, get positioned, and in the most strategic moment let God break you so the light of Christ can shine forth. 
