Keep Them From Falling

Matthew 17:14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 

A friend recently shared with me how he had gone to the airport to see his son off. His son is being deployed to Iraq to fight there.  He told me how long he hugged his son.  He told how hard it was to let him go.  He told how much he was trying to communicate with that hug.  He told how little he was really able to convey with that hug.  And he told me that letting that boy go to war was so gut wrenching because he could not go and protect him.  It seems silly, the boy is now a man, a trained man.  Middle aged, unfit, untrained dad would probably be more of a liability than help.  But we dads always think we can protect our kids.  For most fathers worthy of the title that is job one.  Protect them.  I wonder how frustrated the father in our text was watching his child be tormented for years by this demon that was trying to destroy him.   He learned a few valuable lessons I want to share. 

There is a malevolent force that wants to destroy kids.  

I Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

The description of the devil as a lion does not just refer to his ability to maim and destroy.  It says something about how he operates.  Lions are opportunistic predators.  They go after the prey that is the smallest, weakest, and most defenseless.  Kids fall into that category.  Easy victims.  Make no mistake about it, there is a force out there that wants to rob our kids of their childhood, strip them of values, and rape their dignity.  

The full-scale sexualization of kids is not cute or cool.  It is dangerous & disgusting. 

There is an unabashed full court press attempt to undermine parents value systems and get into kids thinking.  The same system that would keep out a Christmas card with a manger scene on it wants to teach my kid what is and is not sexually acceptable. 

Day by day it is relentlessly pounded into kids that their worth is determined by what they have not what kind of person they are.  As a result we are seeing a generation of unhappy, frustrated, narcissistic, material driven youngsters.  

You think kids are not a target?  Darren Martin, family therapist, told me that almost 70% of their patients are between 11 and 15 years old.  That’s right here in Plano, upper-middle class kids.  We are seeing grade school kids being diagnosed as bi-polar and manic.  We have children that are not in double digits struggling with anxiety and depression.  There is something toxic in the culture and it is not accidental. This father learned the lesson in a hard way.  I am telling you now, upfront.  There is a malevolent, destructive force that would like nothing more than to get it’s nasty claws on our kids.  That is why we are raising up a church.  That is why we make the huge commitment to quality children’s ministry.  

You Cannot Always Protect Your Kid From Everything
The second thing this father learned, what my buddy watching his boy go off to war is learning, is this.  As much as we might want to we cannot always protect our kids from everything that might hurt them.  Somehow this devil got through and was wreaking havoc in the boys life.  I don’t want my kids to know pain, deprivation, frustration, worry, or fear.  Last night I was a hero because I killed a spider in Nic’s room.  But it will not always be that easy.  I cannot guard them against every eventuality of life.  

I cannot repel every disease. 

I cannot make every situation 100% safe. 

I cannot change an entire culture so that it does not threaten my kids.  

It is not within the sphere of my influence to silence every godless voice. 

In an image saturated society I cannot keep my hands over their eyes.
I have to watch, and guard.  But I cannot stop it all. 

What Can You Do
1. This father learned that there is an evil that would like to destroy his kid.  He learned that you are not always successful in protecting them.  But he also learned two things he COULD do that would save his kid. 

2. He could keep pulling that kid out of the fire and the water.  (riff)
3. He could get him in a place where he could encounter Christ.

Let me talk to every parent in here.  As much as you don’t want to hear it, wake up and understand that there is evil in the world that hungers for your baby.  And as much as you may disagree, you know in your heart of hearts that you will not always keep them from everything.  Do everything you can.  Be smart, be wise, be vigilant, be protective. But understand at some point something is going to get through.   In light of that let me charge you with what is job one, your primary responsibility, keep pulling that kid out of every fire of life that wants to devour them.  Keep pulling them out of every situation that wants to drown them.  Keep putting that kid at the feet of Jesus Christ.  

You can do that!

Pull Them Out (Primary parents but others be thinking)

Often the demon had tried to burn the boy alive.  Often he had tried to drown him.  Dad just kept pulling that kid out knowing that if I save him often enough at some point deliverance is going to come into his life. 

Whether for your kids, your spouse, your friends, or your destiny, this church will partner with you to pull them from the fire.   There is that which would consume them.  There is that which would drown them.  We will help you to keep dragging them out of the fire & keep rescuing them from the flood until deliverance comes into their life.  The book of Jude tells us plainly in verse 23 that the only way we will save some is by pulling them from the very flames.  We will do it.  I will make this promise to every parent in this place.  If your kid falls into a fire, into the water, (metaphor) this church will not turn it’s back.  We will love them.  We will reach for them with grace and compassion.  I have three kids.  I plan on pastoring here for a few more decades.  There is a chance one of my three is going to do something dumb during my tenure here.  I want the freedom to lift them out of the fire.  WE WILL NOT ABANDON OUR KIDS TO THE FIRE.  

(slow down) In Leviticus 18 God commanded Israel to not let their children pass through the fires of Molech.  The heathen people around them sacrificed their children in the flames of Molech the false God.  Believe it or not there is a generation willing to not pull their kids out of the flames.  “I don’t want to teach my kid about God, let them grow up and form their own opinion.”  (Oh, trust me sweetheart, they are going to.  And while you are not teaching them every dark devil in hell will be trying to teach them)  “I don’t want to push my values on my kids.”  (Quit being a coward, develop some values you are willing to go to the mat for, and develop them in your kids) (Israel: When they get up, when they go to sleep, when they come in, when they go out)  Some moms and dads need to get a little guts and look the culture in the eye just go on and decide you are not going to abandon your child to the consuming flame.  Pull them out.  Drag them to an altar.  Get them to Jesus Christ.  Do not just abandon your child to the flames because it is too much trouble, or it is too hard, or your kids might not think you are cool, or it might make you unpopular with your friends.  Teach them right and wrong.  Make God a priority in their life.  Drag them out of that fire.  Tell them they are not going to watch that, listen to that, read that.   Be a parent.  You may not stop every attack but you can always pull them out. 

Put Them In Contact With Christ
Don’t just keep pulling them out.  Put them in contact with Christ.  Get Christ in your home.  Get Him in your life.  Get Him in your heart.  Bring them to church.  You have a friend you are trying to pull out of the fire?  At some point you have to get them in an atmosphere where they can connect with Christ.  

You go first.  (Nic and Andrew)  Dad didn’t shove the boy over to Jesus. 

Matthew 17:14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy on my son:

There is no excuse for not praying for people we care about.  If you want to get your kid to Christ you are going to have to lead the way.  They cue off you.  They watch you.  They imitate you.  (Cats in the cradle and the silver spoon…) You want to see your child at the feet of Christ, get there yourself.  You want them to have a passionate relationship with Christ, work on yours.  LEAD THE WAY TO THE ONE THAT CAN SET THEM FREE!

Don’t let them drown in fear and depression. 

Do not let them be consumed by the culture. 

Do not let them drown under the wave of immorality that is sweeping us. 

Do not let them be consumed by hopelessness. 

Do not allow them to drown in the ocean of confusion that is our age. 
PULL THEM OUT AND LEAD THEM TO CHRIST!

Here is why it is so important that you connect them to Christ…

The Father
I have a father that loves me very much.  In that I am so very blessed.  That is not true for everyone, not even everyone sitting here.  But even having a father that loves me and cares for me, you know what I have discovered.  I am old enough now that I can get myself into some fires and floods that Dennis Burgess, my father, cannot pull me out of.  I have found myself in a few fires, a few floods bigger than me and him and all he could do was hurt for me.  Right now, whatever my kids get into I can pretty much pull them out of.  But that will not always be so.  Some of you don’t even have an earthly father you can call on to pull you out.  Can I tell you, and this may seem over simplified and to elementary for you, but God will be that Father that can pull you out.  

Psalm 68:5 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Abba is a Hebrew term of affection, Daddy.  He is not just our Lord, King, and Redeemer.  He will be the father you never had.  The father you need right now.  (Little Jewish boy in Miami) The Spirit of God allows us to cry out to God like a child that is needing a Father to come rescue them.  

See, I can pull them out, but I need to hook them up with Jesus Christ, and maybe my natural father can pull me out maybe he cannot.   But if I make God my Father, not only can he pull me out…

Jude1:24 He is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

I implore you today, on this fathers day, go to him, receive His spirit and with it the spirit of adoption so that you can cry Abba unto the one that can pull you out and keep you from falling. 

Isaiah 43:1  But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 2  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.  3  For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One

