What May Be

I Samuel 14:1  Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. But he told not his father. 

6  And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few.

Two guys, with one sword between them make a decision to take on an entire fortified army of warriors based on the fact the maybe, maybe, maybe, God would come through for them.  

We love a sure thing.  Everybody wants the 100% guarantee.  Even gambling houses that are all about chance try to persuade you that they are the surest bet.  Loosest slots in town, 75% more pay outs here, more millionaires made than any casino in town.  The greatest scams always start with these words: This is a sure thing, you can’t lose, this is sure-fire, certain and guaranteed.  You can’t lose are usually the last words you hear before some slick dude drains you dry.  We always fall for it because it is what we are all looking for.  Give me the guarantee.  Advertising is all about persuading you that you will not be disappointed, you will be thrilled, you will be satisfied, your life will without doubt be complete if you just eat this, drink this, wear that, drive this, yadda, yadda, yadda…  We are usually persuaded by the sure thing.  If someone can persuade us we buy. 

That is why the Gospel in its purest form is such a hard sell.  It is all about faith.  Faith that God will do what He said He would do.  That eternity is as the Bible says it is.  That faith in God will save your immortal soul.  Faith that there is indeed an immortal part of you that is going to live forever somewhere.  

Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

You have to believe in what cannot be proven scientifically. You have to seek after something your flesh will tell you does not exist.  And that is such a hard sell for people wanting a sure thing.  That is why so many have polluted the Gospel.  Preachers start offering guarantees on God’s behalf.  

If you praise God you are guaranteed to get out of whatever mess your bad decisions have landed you in. (Probably going to have to quit making bad decisions as well as praise.) 

All you have to do is believe and everything is going to be better.  Believe, live through the harvest of bad choices, believe, plant a crop of right choices, believe, wait for that crop to grow.   

Just start talking positive and all the hell breaking loose in your life will disappear. (Not if you don’t start dealing with your flesh) 

Buy my latest sermons series and your marriage will be transformed. (Not if you keep treating your spouse like they are a moron.)

Give money to my ministry and all your financial troubles will disappear. (Not unless you adopt some Bible principles about wealth and money)
God does bless faith, God does reward giving, there is power in what you say, and the Word will impact and change your life.  There is enough truth attached to those concepts to make them believable and palatable.  But lets get one thing straight: You cannot strong arm God and force Him to perform like a trained seal.  I don’t care how much you pray, praise, give, believe, and profess.  God is God, not your flunky.  If you want a guarantee you may get disappointed because God is more likely to ask you to trust Him that He is to offer a guarantee.  While you are screaming “Assure me”, “Promise me”  God is saying “Trust me.” 

We want God to tell us exactly what will be, God invites us to reach for what may be.     

Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us!

Today I want to get you to think about the power of what may be in your future.  

What blessings may be found in God…
What deliverance may be yours if you allow God to touch you…
What destiny you may be walking into if you go after God…
What your life may become if you make Christ the Lord of your life…

What adventures may be part of your life story if you Put His Kingdom first… 

I come to preach to some folks that love them a sure thing to get you to become even more passionate about what may be.  The greatest possible future does not come with a guarantee it is about what may be…

When I Look At What’s Certain
By the way, why are we so enamored with certainty?  When I look at what’s certain I am not all that impressed by it to be honest with you.  I was reminded this past week (April 15) that the only sure things are death and taxes.  

You want certainty? Job 14:1 "Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He springs up like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure.

You want certainty? The wisest man that ever lived experienced every pleasure, searched out all mysteries, achieved unbelievable wealth and fame, and had power beyond comprehension.  He told us emphatically, you want to be certain of something, be certain of this. Ecclesiastes 12:8 "Meaningless! Meaningless!". "Everything is meaningless!"

You want certainty? Hebrews 9:27 It is appointed unto men once to die.

You want certainty? Ecclesiastes 1:9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. (There is nothing new to be imagined in this reality.)

Are you sure you want certainty?  Seems to me that it is kind of a downer.  As long as you are grasping after certainty you are grasping for a current reality, for nothing to change, for everything you know to always be as it has been.  Would it not be far better to live your life seeing what may be…

Achieving Certainty

The only way to be sure, the only way to be certain the path your life is going to take is to remove God from the equation. 

Luke 1:37 For nothing is impossible with God."

Mark 10:27 With God all things are possible.

Understand this: If you make God part of the equation of your life there is no more impossibility.  If you make God a passionate part of your reality anything is possible.  With God you just don’t know what may be.   We know what certainty looks like.  The sure thing is at best boring, at worst despairing.  Give me the potential of limitless possibility.  Give me the hope that my dreams are not impossible.  I will trade every guarantee you can cough up to walk with God into a dimension of what may be… 

This was the choice that was the undoing of the rich, young, ruler of Matthew 19.  He had everything.  Wealth, youth, influence.  And yet when he added it all up it came up short.  So he came to Jesus and said, what do I have to do for eternal life?  What do I have to do for limitless possibility?  Jesus looked him right in the eye and said sell everything, give it away, come follow me.  Trade in certainty for possibility.  Trade what is for what may be.  The Bible says he went away sorrowful for he had great possessions.  He went away sorrowful because he had great certainty that he was not willing to risk for what may be. 

The Seduction Of Certainty

God gave Adam and Eve the possibility of eternal paradise.  Satan seduced them away with guarantees.

You will never die. – Genesis 3:4

You will be like God – Genesis 3:5

And he seduced them away from limitless possibility, from the world that could have been, to certain death, certain pain, certain bondage, and certain sorrow. 

All great achievements have one thing in common.  At some point someone risked what was for what could be.  I come to rescue someone from the seduction of the certain.  I come to point someone to what may be… Why should God be the major factor in your life?  Because outside of him is predictability, inevitability, certain frustration and futility.  In Him is the boundless possibility of what may be.  In Him there is no impossibility.  

When I look at what is certain I am not so impressed.
When I look at what is certain it makes me depressed. 

When I look at what is certain I am 

determined to reach for what may be. 

When I look at what’s certain I am compelled 

to choose possibility over inevitability. 

When I look at what is certain I must drop 

what is so I can reach for what could be. 

When I look at what is certain I know I will walk

away from what I know on the off chance I will

walk into what I dream of. 

When I look at what is certain I am more than

willing to trade the destination I am at for the 

destiny I dream of.  

At some point we must cease to be seduced by the certain and get enough faith in God to reach for what may be.

It May Be Because…
It may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD

It is not just the soul draining hopelessness of the certain that causes me to reach for what may be.  That isn’t even my primary motivation.  It is more about the allure of what may be…   May be is so exciting because…there is not restraint to the Lord.  
If we stay here with the army it is certain the Phillistines will come after us.  If we go after them it may be that God will come through for us, because God can use two guys and one sword or God can raise up an army out of dust.  It doesn’t matter what God has to work with because there is no restraint, no limitations in God.  

Two factors will collude to move you to place where you reach for what may be…

#1 – You get sick of the certain present. 

#2 – You become persuaded of the possibility of a preferred future.  

Jonathan got sick of laying under a tree waiting for someone to show up and decapitate him.  He became convinced that there was a possibility that God would come through for them, so he leaped, reached, tried…

Bartimaus – Mark 10
 He had sat as a blind beggar his whole life.  He had heard about a healer named Jesus.  He was certain of a few things.  If he didn’t act nothing would ever change.  Without a miracle he would die a blind beggar.  The preferred future was one in which he could see.  Somehow he become persuaded that there was a possibility that preferred future could come into being if he would just reach for Jesus.  So he started screaming.  Someone has to get so sick of your present, and so persuaded that there is at least a possibility of the future you dream at that you will not be silenced…  There are only two reasons people don’t reach out for God.  1) They don’t think it is so bad where they are.  2) They don’t believe it can 

ever be any better.  But this guy got so sick of his certain present, and so convinced of the possibility of a preferred future…

If I don’t reach some folks with the gospel they are certain to keep on in bondage. 


If I don’t get Bible principles about marriage into lives people will certainly continue to destroy their homes. 


If no one reaches them with divine deliverance it is certain that young people will be lost to drugs, violence, and decadence.  


If we don’t reach some sinners with the Gospel of Christ they will certainly be lost for eternity. 








