Irresistible Attraction 
We have learned the value of the presence of God.  Especially among Spirit filled people we pursue the manifest presence of God with a single-minded drive.  We have been passionate in our pursuit.   We have studied how to get in His presence. We have made a science out of designing worship services that get us into the presence of God.  There have been books written on how to get into His manifest presence.  A few years ago a whole movement was launched, the God Chasers, whose whole premise was to arrive time and again in the manifest presence of God.  There is a reason we have become so passionate in our pursuit.  We know the truth of Psalm 16:11.
Psalm 16:11 In Thy presence is fullness of joy.
But the quest is not just restricted to Spirit-filled Believers and followers of Christ.  Every denominal church is having ”contemporary” services because the their staid liturgy is not satisfying the craving of their spirit.  And it seems that the whole world is in an almost obsessed pursuit of spiritual experience.  We are blessed to know at least know what to look for.  There are millions that are simply trying to fill a void within and even though they don’t know how to define it they are desperate for the presence of God.  But we know what it is we long for, we know the value of it.  We know how much it means to be in His presence.  We know what can be resolved, how much can be healed, how trouble melts away, how quickly strength can come, how peace erodes our fear by simply being in His presence.  So we have made an art and a science out of getting there.  

Our worship services are designed to help us reach intimacy with God. 

Every sermon is written to try to move the hearer to a place of communion with God. 

If all else fails we will halt a service and “wait on God”
If we know of a minister with an anointing to get us in God’s presence we will drive for miles to be where they are.

There is little we will not do or try in the effort to move people through physical motion, to emotional involvement, hoping that if we get the ball rolling we will move into the third dimension of the Spirit and encounter God.
In our quest to get in God’s manifest presence we have devised all kinds of strategies, twisted scripture, and prayed until our vocal chords were raw.  We are in a search for a quality we can obtain that holds irresistible attraction for God so we can have access to His presence.   

Faith & Worship
Faith

One thing that has been preached to death that allegedly will transport you into the presence of God is faith.  As evidence that we must have faith to be in His manifest presence preachers have cited the verses where Jesus would commend a persons faith and then do the miraculous in their life.  How many times in scripture do we read where Jesus would tell someone that “Their faith has made the whole, healed them, delivered them?”  A candy stick verse for people that believe faith is the quality that holds irresistable attraction is Hebrews 11:6.

Hebrews11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please God.

There are entire ministries built on the premise that if you posses enough faith, the right kind of faith, you have access to God’s presence and nothing will be withheld from you.  

I cannot tell you how this kind of teaching has tormented me.  Because there are many days I struggle to believe.  There are times when my profession is just that, nothing more than words.  I have had more days of doubt than I ever have had of faith.  My quest is far more marked by questions than solutions and answers.    So I came to believe that only in those moments when my faith was high would I be able to access His presence.  Boy, did that lead to problems.  

When my faith is high is when I least feel the urgency to be in His presence.  It is when my faith is battered, when my questions are overwhelming me that I need to know He is with me.  

*Let me state unequivocally that faith is not the quality that holds irresistible attraction for God.   

Faith is not what causes God to come to us, it is the means by which we approach God.  

Jesus was not commending those people because He was drawn by their faith, rather, He was amazed at how their faith brought them to Him.

Hebrews 11: 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

*repeat

Worship

And then came the worship preaching.  

Somehow, some way we became convinced that the path into His presence was our worship.  We became convinced that our worship was the quality that held irresistible attraction for God’s manifest presence.  

Because of verses like Psalm 100:4/22:3 we made worship the centerpiece of our effort to get into God’s presence.  

Psalm 100:4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise:

Psalm 22:3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

The worship portion of the service became where we spent most of our time and effort because we desired His presence. 

Worship pastors have perfected the art of leading people to a place where we are sensitive to His presence. 

There is an entire “worship” industry with specialized music, leaders with certain giftings, conferences, and strategies.  

We dedicated huge efforts at training and raising up worship leaders in the belief that their effort and expertise would get us into God’s presence.

Preachers formulated the theology, espoused it, and preached worship more than any thing else.  There are far more sermons preached about worship than are preached about salvation. 

It is preached, taught, and fervently believed that our worship is the quality that holds irresistible attraction for God’s presence.  

While nobody believes in the pre-eminence of worship more than I do this troubles me.  I am on record preaching the Biblical importance of worship and I stand by what I preached.  Yet I am profoundly disturbed by this notion that it is our worship that draws God.  We act like we are chumming the waters with blood knowing that the shark cannot resist.  The theory goes that we worship and He is bound to be here.  Let me run through my objections. 

First of all, He is God, we cannot make Him do anything and any theology or practice that tries is faulty because it challenges the sovereignty of God. You really think that because you worshipped God is forced to come running like marionette that you control?  Who do you think you are dealing with?  That would be one of the same objections I have to the faith crowd. 

Secondly, it is not a fool-proof, for sure thing.  I have sincerely worshipped before and could not have sworn outside of faith that God was within a million miles. 

But even more disturbing is how this thinking and this kind of preaching perverts worship.  If I worship to get into His presence I have made worship about me, not Him.  Do I frequently find myself in His presence as I worship?  Yes.   But when that becomes the purpose of my worship I have put myself at the center, I have made my desires the focal point and I have perverted worship.

I said this when I preached about worship, let me say it again, it is all about Him, whether you feel anything or not, whether you get healed or not, whether you get blessed or not.  THAT IS NOT THE POINT.  The point and purpose of worship is so that God would be glorified.  

Psalm 29:1 Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 2  Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

What about Psalm 100:4/22:3?  

Psalm 22:3 references Israel, not you. 

Psalm 100 is a commandment on how to come before God not a strategy to get into God’s presence.  It is how you approach a king.  If you read the whole thing you will understand it is all about Him, not you.   

Psalm 100:1 A Psalm of praise. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2  Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 3  Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

Will worship deepen your relationship, yes, will you oftimes wind up in His awesome presence, yes.  But these are the serendipitous side effects of worship, not the focus. 

The Irresistible
But there is one thing that will assure the arrival of His manifest presence.   There is a magnetic quality that draws Him to us.  

You see Jesus respond to the quality of irresistible attraction in Mark 4.  Walking along the sea shore with His disciples.  Out of nowhere in the 35th verse He abruptly tells His disciples, “We have to go to the other side.”  Do you know what was on the other side of the ocean?   There was no profession of faith coming forth that compelled Him to come.  There was no great worship service going on that He could not resist.  Do you know what was there?

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4  Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

The only thing over there was a desperate, agonizing, tormented, needy man.  And what drew Jesus like a moth to the flame was the raging need in this mans’ life. 

Psalm 34:18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

What draws God to you is not so much your worship; He has an angelic choir that can blow you away.  It is not your faith; He is not so insecure He needs continual reassurance you believe in Him.  But when you have need…

Do you know what propelled Him off of His throne into a feed trough?

Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Matthew 9:10  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. 11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 12  But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole (Those that do not have need) need not a physician, but they that are sick. 13  But go ye and learn what that meaneth,

If you want to know what God finds irresistible look at what He came to do, look at His target demographic. 

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

It is like a heat-seeking missile.  That missile locks onto the heat signature of the target and will not stop coming.  God locks onto our need.  Everyone He ever targeted was possessing of great need.  That aching need in your life has a magnetizing affect on God.  It makes you irresistible. 

He brought thousands to a halt because of a trembling hand of a hemorrhaging woman that groped blindly through the crowd in abject desperation having exhausted every other resource in her life.   There were other people touching Him, they had faith.  They were thronging Him in adoration but one thing elevated her above all the rest, HER NEED.  

Learn To Love Your Need
Your need has a magnetic quality to it that does not repulse God, it draws Him.  Nothing brings me running faster than the thought that my children need me.  We need to come into a new understanding in the church, the thing we despise the most in our life may quite possible be the most valuable asset we have.  It does not repulse Him, it draws Him.

Just like a magnet there is a reverse polarity.  Ever flip a magnet over and use it to push another magnet?  When you hide your need you push Him away.  

I Peter 5:5 God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

Pride is hiding our need.  You want the power of God manifested in your life and in your church?  Start manifesting your need and God will start manifesting His power and glory.  Every miracle was a response to a need.

You want the power of God on your life? 

II Corinthians 12:7 There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Maybe we lack awareness of His presence because we lack awareness of our own need.  We hide it and therefore God resists us.  We can sing until we are blue in the face but if, because of our pride we hide our need He will resist us.  We will reverse the polarity and push Him away.  

God spoke to the Laodecian church in Revelation 3 and said I know…you think you are rich, increased with goods, and have need of nothing.  You don’t know you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.  

Maybe we lack manifestation of His presence because we have not packed this house full of hurting people, He didn’t come for the righteous.   

(Tommy Barnett / Who was I around?)

· God made need the irresistible quality because…

· We all have it.  All have sinned and come short. 

· The times I cant worship are my moments of greatest need.

· The times when my faith wanes are the moments of my greatest need. 

