If You Build It He Will Come

Psalm 24:7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah. 

A king became troubled.  King David, the second King of Israel became troubled that while He slept in splendor in a cedar palace the designated residing place for the presence of God was a weather beaten, well worn, tent made of badger hide.  

II Samuel 7:1 Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies all around, 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains." 

The king determined to build a house for the presence of God.  However God checked the king.  David had been a warrior, a man of violence.  God told David that his passion and intent were not unnoticed.  However a man of peace should build the house of God. God promised David that He would bless David’s son with peace so that he would be allowed to build the house.  So David sat about gathering the materials that would be used in the construction of Solomon’s temple.    The great commentator Matthew Henry wrote that it was not uncommon for David to write Psalms about the different elements He was bringing together, dedicating them to the service of God.  This is one such Psalm.  Upon seeing the doors that would hang in the entrance to the temple David’s heart exploded in song.  

There is something fascinating about this temple that Bible scholars have long acknowledged.  While it was a real temple that Solomon oversaw the building of, such was the passion David had for God that He built a spiritual temple.  

A passion for the presence of God.

Psalm 42:1 As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

Psalm 84:2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

A passion to worship.

Psalm 34:1 I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
II Samuel 6:14 And David danced before the LORD with all his might; 

Such was his passion that before the physical temple was raised up into the sky another temple had already been built, one that stands to this day. The construction of David’s temple started long before He was a wealthy king.  It started in obscure sheep pastures where David the shepherd boy sang on a harp onto God.  He built a temple of perpetual praise.  

Solomon’s temple was an architectural wonder.  David’s temple of perpetual praise is a spiritual wonder.  

At its dedication the Shekinah, the visible glory of God settled into Solomon’s temple.  But long before that the presence of God had taken up residence in David’s temple of perpetual praise because Psalm 22:3 says praise is the habitation of God.  

Solomon’s temple was dedicated and opened with an unprecedented sacrificial offering.  David’s temple can only exist with the offering of perpetual praise.  

When you start to praise God and you sense you are coming into his manifest presence you are entering into a temple that saw it’s foundations laid by a little shepherd boy on a Judean hillside plucking at a harp and lifting his voice in worship.  David’s temple is entered into only with praise.  Sustained by praise.  Solomon’s temple was stripped of its glory and razed to the ground by a succession of conquerors.  But as long as there is one who will lift their voice in worship David’s temple will stand as a dwelling place for the presence of God.  

This is a truth that David wanted passed on.  So when he wrote of the great doors that would mark the entrance to the temple He referred to them as “everlasting doors”.   The doors of Solomon’s temple may have possessed more permanence than a tent, but they were not everlasting.  The only everlasting doors are the praises that mark the entrance into the temple of perpetual praise. The entrance to that house has always been provided by praise.

Praise Provides The Entrance
Psalm 100:4 Enter into his courts with praise.

David said if those doors are hung, if an entrance is created by praise, the King of Glory will come in...  

If someone opens the door of David’s temple with their praise…
If we would rediscover the entrance to His presence is our passionate worship…

If we could become fully persuaded that there is one habitation He desires to dwell in, and that is our praise…
If our desire for God’s presence and our desire to see God glorified would exceed our lethargy, complacency,  and our pride… 

If someone would, with a song, with a shout, with a wave offering, with a dance, begin to swing open the everlasting doors of David’s temple of perpetual praise…
The King of Glory would come in. The LORD strong and mighty would come in.  The LORD mighty in battle would come in.  The LORD of hosts would come in.   Anytime those everlasting doors, the praises that mark the entrance, are lifted up, He comes rolling in with all His power and majesty.  

Would you like to see the Mighty God show up in your life? 

Some of you that are staggering on your last ounce of strength, would you like to see the Lord Strong and Mighty show up in your life?

Those of you in the heat of the battle with the enemy flooding your position, would you like the Lord of Host, the Lord mighty in battle to show up?  

Then start to swing open the doors David’s Temple with your praise. Praise provides the entrance to the King of Glory!

God’s creative power exploded across the universe to lay the foundation of the world. As it did Job 38:7 says the songs of the stars filled the galaxy.
As He arrived in flesh to take away the sins of the world an angelic choir appeared singing “Glory to God in the highest!”

When he rolled into Jerusalem to clean out the temple the streets were full of shouts of “Hosanna, blessed be he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
Before His feet were solidly ashore in Gadera where He would later deliver the man from thousands of demons that man was on his knees worshipping Him. 

The Second Coming of the King will be marked with a shout, the blast of the trumpet of God, and the voice of the archangel heralding His arrival as His glory spreads across the sky.
Praise provides the entrance to the King.  Be ye lifted up ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory will come in.    Praise is the door that provides entrance to the King. Do you want him in your life?  Do you want Him in you situation?  Do you want Him in your church?  Praise provides the entrance for the King. 

We all have a praise we plan to break out when He arrives, the Bible evidence is that it is that praise that will usher Him in.  Why don’t you go on and give God the praise you were saving for when He finally shows up in your situation?

If You Build It He Will Come  

There is a reason David was consumed with the idea of building the temple.  He knew what would happen when the doors of that house dedicated to worship were hung and swung open.  The Bible tells you what happened at the dedication of Solomon’s Temple. 

II Chronicles 5:13 The trumpeters and singers performed together in unison to praise and give thanks to the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other instruments, they raised their voices and praised the LORD with these words: "He is so good! His faithful love endures forever!" At that moment a cloud filled the Temple of the LORD. 14 The priests could not continue their work because the glorious presence of the LORD filled the Temple of God.

What was true for Solomon’s temple is true for us today.  We don’t have to build a physical building for His glory to overwhelm us, just lift up those everlasting doors of praise.  Let me borrow a phrase from the silver screen to make David’s point.   Let me borrow a little movie slogan to encapsulate all I have told you…

If you build it, He will come!

This is what David knew. 

If you build it, He will come!

This is the oft-repeated message of the Bible.

If you build it, He will come!

Maybe the King of Glory has not shown up in your life, because the doors have not yet been lifted up.  I know praise provides the entrance.  I know when the house of praise is built He will come. If the Lord, strong and mighty has not shown up in your life maybe it has something to do with the fact that you have not yet opened the door with your praise.

How God Is Received Determines How God Is Perceived. 

How you worship and praise directly affects, let me take it a step further, determines how you perceive and experience God.

Mark 6

Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? And what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? 3  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 5 And he could there do no mighty work,

With nonchalance and familiarity they received Christ.  “We know this guy.  We have been around Him before.  We have seen Him, we know all about Him.  I mean, how exciting could it be?  What could He do that we have not seen before? (RIFF) A lot of people would never admit it, but that is their experience coming before the presence of God time after time.  Maybe if you would receive Him like a conquering, mighty King instead of a well-know factor he would not be limited in your presence.  

If you build it…

Be ye lifted up ye everlasting door…and the King of Glory will come in.  

Jerusalem

Matthew 21:8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strowed them in the way. 9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

Watch what happens when you receive Him like the King he is. 

Matthew 21:10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved,

Matthew 21:14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them.

You know something, I am persuaded if we would start receiving Him like the King He truly is not only would it change how we perceive Him our worship and praise would change how the world perceives him.  

John 12:19 So the Pharisees said to one another ”Look how the whole world has gone after him!"

Praise provides the entrance to the King. 

If you build it He will come.

How you receive Him determines how you perceive Him. 

I am just trying to tell you that if those everlasting doors are lifted up the KING OF GLORY will come in!

He Will Come In 

The King of Glory will come in!

Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.

We want got to burst in but the responsibility to open the door lies with us.  It is our praise that swings that door open.  Then…  Oh this is so cool…

See, so many of our prayers are petitions to God to get us out.

Get me out of this trial. 

Get me out of all this pain. 

Get me out of this job. 

Get me out of this situation. 

Get me out of debt. 

You don’t need to get out nearly as bad as you need to let Him in, and your praise provides the entrance. 

It wasn’t so much that He busted Paul out of a Corinthian jail as it was the power of God shook that thing loose from the inside out.  Before the boys came strolling out of the fiery furnace God had already started walking in the flames with them.  

He will come in, and when He does, you better watch out.  This praise can be dangerous stuff.  It lets him come in.  The reason some people don’t praise it there is a part of them that doesn’t want the King of Glory to come in, because, well, they know what is going to happen.  

I Samuel 5:2 When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. (Dagon is their God, even the heathen were smart enough to know the presence of God belongs in the place of worship)  3 And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again. 4 And when they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him. 5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day.

Your praise provides Him entrance. 

If you build it He will come. 

How you receive Him determines how you perceive Him. 

He will come in.  

And knock every idol off of its pedestal, because you praised. 

Not only knock them down, but break off their hands so they cannot wound you any longer. 

Not only knock them down, but break off their hands so they cannot control you any longer.

Not only break off their hands, but break off their head so they can never be resurrected in your life again.
I am sure when the King rolled into the house of Dagon, Dagon looked around and said “Hey, who left the door open?” 
