If God Be For Us?

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

This is a favorite passage of scripture for many people.  Particularly verse 31, “If God be for us, who can be against us?”  What a powerful verse laden with so much potential promise.  For many years it has been the touchstone for many people’s faith.  It has been accepted on face value and clung to in times of trouble.  But we live in the legal age, where we have been taught to read the fine print, and to listen carefully to that guy that talks real fast at the end of the ad and spews out all the legal jargon.  We have learned that every word counts.  So, some time ago when I re-read this passage with a very observant eye I saw something that troubled me.  One little word that I really wish were not there, a punctuation that I really wish was different.  

I wish the statement were simply that, a statement.  God is for us; no one can be against us.  Period.  But there is that word…IF.   If God is for us…  And instead of a period denoting a statement of fact there is a question mark.  

· If God is for us…implying that He might not be.  

· Who can be against us…implying that maybe somebody could be against us.  

Now I know there are some people who just never have a question or a doubt, and I wish I were one of those people.  But I am not, and that little word “if”  troubles me somewhat.  That question mark has started to dig at me a little.  How do I know God is for me, for that matter, why would He be for me?  I know there are forces against me, of that I have no doubt.  What I stew about is whether there is a force for me.  What makes me so special that God would be for me?  

For years every HS football team that took to the field took a moment to pray and ask God to help them beat their opponent’s brains out.  I used to wonder how God decided which prayer to answer.  If God were for me, but how do I know He is and why should He be?  

This rhetorical question is not at the beginning of a train of thought, rather it is the logical conclusion of a long statement that the Apostle has just made.  In that statement is the answer to whether or not God is for me and why He would be for me.  

The Proof He Is For Me
Exhibit A – His Calling

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

I can know He is for me as long as I know He called me.  His calling is the first bit of evidence that lets me know that He s for me.  How do I know He called me?  That is easy, a no-brainer.  I know He called me because I came to Him.   According to scripture I do not have the capacity to get to God unless God Himself brings me.

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him.

Please do not think you are here by accident, or that you were born in the right environment, that you stumbled into the right place at the right time.  You are where you are in God because of divine design.  No man gets to Christ without a drawing a calling from God.  

The beginning of understanding that God is for 

me is understanding that God has called me.

John 6:44 can seem a little exclusionary.  It would seem that we have to be specifically, personally drawn by God.  It would seem on the basis of this verse that a personalized calling has to come to each of us.  But the Bible will let you know that God is drawing all of humanity unto Himself. 

John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.

This lifting up Christ spoke of is not a reference to worship, it is a reference to His crucifixion.  

John 12:33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.

When Christ was crucified on Calvary, when He was lifted up at that moment men were drawn unto Him, a call went out to the entire world.  A divine drawing was extended to all humanity.  That drawing is what brought me to Him, it is what brought you to Him.  Every person that has ever stepped into the embrace of Jesus Christ came as a result of that drawing.  He called me, that is the only way I ever could have come to Him.  And that Calling is my first bit of evidence that He is for me.  He would not have called me to Him if He were not for me. 

Exhibit B – His Foreknowledge & Predestination Of Me 

Romans 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,

The second bit of evidence that God is for me is found in verse 29.  You see, what creates the most doubt as to whether or not God is for me is what I know about myself.  Most of the time I would not be for me.  I know what a worm I am.  I cannot imagine that God would be for me if He really knew me.  We sometimes act like we have faked God out.  We snuck in incognito and under-cover.  We disguised ourselves as people that were really not so bad.  But boy if He ever finds out…   

It is important for me to understand that God foreknew me.  That is, He knew all about me from the very start.  And knowing all about me in every intimate detail He STILL called me.  I didn’t put on a disguise and work my way into His kingdom, no, He foreknew me and called me anyway.  

He is not going to turn against me if He finds out my weakness…He knew my weakness when He called me. 

He is not going to boot me out if I fail…He knew my propensity for failure when He called me. 

He is not going to allow me to be destroyed because I prove to be less than righteous…I was despicable when He called me…
I am blown away that He called me, but what makes that calling so awesome, what assures my heart that God is for me is that He knew all about me and still called me.   

Romans 5:6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We tend to think of our relationship with God like dating and marriage.  When you are dating you always see the absolute best side of a person.  The first days or married life can be an absolute shock.  All of the sudden we are no longer trying to project this perfect persona.   The woman you used to buy $20.00 steak for and watch her nibble 1 ½ ounces of it all of the sudden is fighting you over the last slice of pizza having devoured 2/3rd’s of it.  That guy of impeccable manners morphs into this disgusting slob whose sole amusements in life all involve various bodily functions.   We think we are going to somehow slip the most repugnant aspects of ourselves past God and hope He never finds out because if He does He will run screaming.  NO….HE FOREKNEW YOU!   He knew all about you and called you anyway.  THAT FACT IS A LITTLE MORE EVIDENCE THAT GOD IS FOR YOU!  

You know why He is willing to accept you with all your shortcomings, weaknesses, failings, and faults?  Do you understand why He called us even while knowing how utterly vile we were?  Because He has no intention of leaving us in that condition!  There is a reason God did not turn away in disgust when He foreknew me. 

Romans 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,

When He called me, while I was still a disgusting, revolting, vile, pitiful excuse of a man He knew that but He was not worried about it because He had already predestined, that is, written a new destiny for me.  

I was bound for hell…
I was headed toward destruction…

I may never know what pitiful fate was going to be mine…
My life and future was on a collision course with catastrophe…

Scripted into my very genes were the seeds of my demise…
Yet knowing all of that He called me and gave me a new destiny.   I know He is for me because He called me from certain destruction unto a new destiny, and what a destiny.   And not just any destiny.  

Romans 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,

Is God for us? 

I John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

The shimmering destiny that is drawing ever closer in my life is not to be one of America’s great preachers, it is not to be a revered, innovative pastor, but the great destiny I am moving toward is to be like Jesus Christ.  To be conformed to His image.   You want to know your destiny?  You want to get a picture of your future? 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (Not always full of anger, frustration, fear, questions) (Not always having to suffice with the veneer of respectability I get buy achieving success in this realm…the glory of the Father will be mine) 

John 16:33 I have overcome the world.

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
He is the healer…

He is the deliverer…

He is the conqueror…

He is grace personified…

He is the epitome of love…

He is triumphant…

He is the Prince of Peace…
And we are predestined to be conformed to His image!
I John 4:16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.  17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.
· I know God is for us because, knowing all about us, He still called us.  He drew us to Himself by His death on Calvary. 

· I know He is for us because He called us unto an amazing destiny, to be conformed to Jesus Christ.  

There is more proof that God is for us that I will get to next week.  Let me re-ask the Apostles question…What do we say to these things?  
