Help From Another Place

While the nation of Israel was in captivity to King Ahasuerus a strange set of circumstances fell into place.  A wicked man named Haman, who was very influential in the kings’ court, plotted to have all of the Jews killed.  Mordecai was a devout and wise man, a Jew, who had skillfully arranged for  that his niece Esther to become Queen.  When word of the despicable plot reached Mordecai he sent word to Esther imploring her to use her influence in the Kings’ court to save her people. She showed some reluctance to become involved.  And it is from Mordecais’ response to her that we will draw our text.  

Esther 4:13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews. 14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

Just for clarity sake let me read you this passage from the NIV.

Esther 4: 13 he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"

I offer for your consideration this subject; Help from another place.  

The Mordecai Principle
The wise old Jew Mordecai introduced Esther to a bit of wisdom I have come to call the Mordecai Principle.  He reminded Esther that yes she was at a very strategic place at a crucial time.  He reminded her that she had been divinely positioned for just such a crisis.  But he also reminded her of something else.  In essence he told Esther, “Make no mistake about it.  If you are not the conduit for the deliverance God has planned for His people He will find some other person, some other way.  But deliverance and relief will come.  They may come through you, or they may come from another place.  But in the end it will come.”
Here is the Mordecai Principle, and it is the distillation of all that I will say to you in this sermon. 

The supply is insignificant, only the source matters.
In this case God had supplied to the Jewish people Esther, favored by the King, strategically positioned in the Kings House.  But Mordecai understood that even if this great gift that was supplied by God failed it would be ok because the source of deliverance, the source of relief, the source of help was not Esther, she was just the supply.  The source was God.  

Mordecai understood that the help may come through Esther, it may come from another place.  But surer than the tides and more inexorable than the annual migration of birds, help would come, even if it had to come from another place.  

I tell you that I come with a message from the heart of God for His people.  Don’t be afraid when your supply fails you, your source will never fail you.  Don’t be afraid when the deliverance doesn’t come from where you thought it would come from.

Don’t be troubled when your old reliable well dries up.

Don’t fear when your closest friends desert you.

Don’t doubt when your 401K dries up.
Don’t let that queasy feeling in your stomach grow when you read the stock reports.

Don’t despair when you set your foot on what has always been solid ground and it shakes a bit.
Don’t get discouraged when the promised promotion does not come through.

Don’t fret when your plans fail.
All of these are just the supply. The source is eternal, and if necessary God will bring you help from another place.  

The supply is insignificant, only the source matters
The Supply Is Insignificant
We who live in one of the most tumultuous times in history had better learn this lesson well.  The supply may come and go.  We live in a time when trusted institutions are decaying, and that which we always believed to be unshakable has started to tremble.  Hoof and mouth disease is threatening the food supply of nations, poor planning and increased demand is threatening the energy supply of our own nation, and don’t even get me started on the economy.  We would be wise to realize that the supply may fail. But the source never will.  Listen to what your source said in Psalm 50.

Psalm 50:10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: (I would not have to tell you, there is nothing you can do about it anyway) for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof. (God knows how to get what he needs) 13  Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 14  Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High: 15  And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

God is telling His people to quit being so enamored with the supply, and recognize the source.  

Jonathan
I Samuel 14 contains the interesting story of Jonathan, the son of King Saul.  Israel was in a conflict with the Phillistines, and they were outnumbered, afraid, hiding in holes and caves.  But Jonathan and his armor bearer snuck out, and crept close to the Phillistine garrison.  And Jonathon determined to attack them.  Based on this reasoning.  

I Samuel 14:6  And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few.

It does not matter if God has a lot to work with or a little.  The supply is really insignificant.  It may be an army, or two guys, but if God wants a victory He will have a victory.  Even if He has to get help from another place.  

God does not need a roaring economy to bless you.
God does not need every circumstance of life to be in perfect harmony to give you peace.

God does not need all the people you think He needs to work out the difficulties of life.  

He may work through a doctor, He may not.

He may work through the investment you thought He was, He may not.
By many or by few, it really does not make a difference to God.  The supply is insignificant because the source is all-powerful, the source is infinite, the source is eternal.  

Jesus said in:

Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

That’s your source.

Manna

· While Israel wandered in the wilderness, destitute and homeless, God provided them daily with a substance called manna.  It was something like a graham cracker, and when they awoke in the morning it would cover the ground.  Such is human nature that they tried to stockpile the manna.  But when they did it would rot.  God told them look, you only gather enough for today. 

· If you stockpile it pretty soon you will forget where it came from.

· If you stockpile it you will be showing more concern for the supply than the source.

The supply is insignificant.  If it disappears so what?  My source still stands.  People panic when they wake up and there is no manna, when what they have come to rely on is gone.  But please understand that the one that gave the manna is still in control of your life.  It just may be that the help is not coming in the same form you have come to know.  It may be that help is coming from another source, help may be on its way from another place.  Don’t get so fixated on how God needs to do something, just be confident that He will do what He promised.
Saul
The OT prophet Samuel sat weeping over the fallen King Saul.  God interrupted His tears. “Why are you weeping for Saul? “Quit crying over what you thought was the answer.  Quit weeping because what looked so good to you didn’t pan out.  While you are crying I am preparing another king who will have an eternal throne. In the outback of the Judean wilderness I have found a little shepherd boy named David, who sings sweet psalms to me.  I know you thought Saul was the answer but I am bringing help from another place.”  
Some of us are so consumed weeping over lost supplies we forget that the source is always working on our behalf.  

The Prophet and The Brook

·  In the book of 1st Kings the 17th chapter the prophet of God, in fear for his life, was commanded by God to hide by the brook Cherith.   And there the ravens fed him.  But the day came when the brook, the supply dried up.  But God said “Don’t panic son, I am going to send you to a little widows house, and there I will provide you with a barrel of meal, and a vessel of oil, and they will not run dry until the famine in the land passes. 

· Sometimes the supply will dry up.  But that is when it pays to be connected to the source.  The famine that dried up the brook was crushing the whole country.  Gods’ people get caught in what affects everyone else.  But the difference is we are in communication with the source.  

When God Stops The Supply
There was a day Israel stepped out of their tents and there was no manna on the ground.

One day the prophet realized that the water in the brook was no longer running, it was stagnate.

Samuel awoke to the harsh reality that Saul was cut off from God, and no longer the answer for Israel. 

Has it ever occurred to you that maybe it is God who shut off the supply?  

 There are two reasons God will cut off the supply.

· When we love the supply more than the source.
· When we pursue wealth more than relationship with Him.

· When we pursue self interest more than the Kingdom of God.  

· This is why the victorious conquest of Canaan was derailed.  Because Achan helped himself to some gold and silver out of fallen Jericho.  God cut off all the supernatural power that were causing them to be victorious, and they got their heads handed to them.  And I can almost hear the outrage; “After 40 years of caring for you, supplying your need, after knocking over the walls of Jericho, you are still more in love with what you can get than you are with me.”

· Why do you think God become so angry with King David for numbering the men of Israel?  Because David was deriving his confidence from the might of His army, and not the might of His Lord. 
· To provide us with something better.
· Something no one else can take credit for.  Anybody can hide by a brook.  Ravens are carrion eaters they carry around meat.  They could have dropped it by accident.  There are a lot of ways the prophet surviving by a brook can be explained.  So God dries up the supply.  And sends His man into a miracle that cannot just be explained away.  Maybe God shut off your supply to bring you to a place where He can work a miracle for you that cannot be explained away logically.  Maybe God is bringing you help from another place.  

· Israel awoke in a panic one day because there was no manna on the ground.  Joshua had to tell them it’s because your not going to live hand to mouth, day to day.  But God is taking you into a land that is flowing with milk, and honey.  Quit crying over dry graham crackers, God is shutting that off to take you to something infinitely better.  You are going to live in houses you did not build, walk through cities you did not build, eat from vineyards and farms you did not plant.  God shut off the supply to take you to something better.  
The supply is insignificant, only the source matters
Lets get a little faith in God.  My answer may not come packaged the way I thought it should, it may not look like what I wanted it to.  But all of that is just the supply, I am really only interested in the source. The NT counterpart to the Mordecai principle can be found in James 1:17

James 1:17  Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

Get your eyes off the supply, quit watching the news, and your portfolio.  Quit monitoring the status of all the things and people you depend on with that intense desperation.  

Do like the Psalmist,

Psalm 25: 15  Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.

Psalm 121:1  A Song of degrees. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 2  My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 3  He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 4  Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 5  The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. 6  The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 7  The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 8  The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.

Habbakuk 3:17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19  The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places.
