Gods Purpose

Isaiah 14:24  The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: 25  That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders. 26  This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. 27  For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

There is an interesting thing you should know about OT prophetic writings. Many of them had current implications for the day in which they were written, and at the same time they had future implications.  A perfect example of this is a lot of scriptures used to identify the Anti-Christ have a perfect fulfillment in Antiochus Epihanes, a successor to Alexander the Great, who ruled one of the four provinces that the Grecian Empire broke into, around 300 B.C.   There are scriptures that speak of Antiochus Epiphanes, prophecies that were perfectly fulfilled in him, yet have implications as to the end time Anti-Christ.   

The prophecy I just read to you is such a one, it had to do with the Assyrian bondage that Israel would find themselves in, but the implications of the prophecy do not stop there.  God goes on to say, “This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations.”  In essence God is saying “At this moment I am talking about Assyria and Israel, but I am going to go ahead and extend this prophetic promise to the entire world.”  Any time the people of God are under bondage and under assault the prophecy of the Word of God is that God has purposed Himself to the deliverance of His people. 

· He will break the oppressor that He finds in His land. Make sure your heart and home are declared as belonging to the Lord.  He is pretty particular about how His stuff is treated.  This is why He searches for the lost lamb, and heaven rejoices over one sinner that repents
· He will grind the assailant under His foot. Just look at what He wound up doing to the Egyptian army when He got ready to bring His people out.

· Whatever is being used to bind God’s people will be shattered.  It will depart, earlier in this same book Isaiah had declared that because of the anointing of God the yoke would be destroyed.  He is not going to help you deal with your addiction, He is going to destroy it.  He is not going to help you expiate the guilt brought on by your habit, He is going to rid you of it.  We does not want to help you broker a deal with your pain, He has purposed to eradicate it out of your life. 

· Whatever heavy burden has settled on their shoulder will be lifted.

First God extended the promise geographically and nationally, to the whole world and to every nation.  Then He extends it through time, He said no one would be able to disannul it.  This promise has no expiration date; it has no time limit.  You don’t have to use or lose it.  He said I have set my hand to it and no one will turn it back.  I believe that extends all the way to 2001 A.D.  When the enemy of Gods’ people would work oppression and bondage there is a promise in effect.  

GOD HAS PURPOSED HIMSELF TO 

THE DELIVERANCE OF HIS PEOPLE
The Power Of His Purpose
It is an awesome thing when God purposes something.  I purpose stuff all the time that never comes to pass.  I love watching how many more people are at the health club in January every year.  They have all purposed to do better this year, and in the month of January you can hardly stir them with a stick.  February it is a bit better, by March the place looks like ghost town. Not so with God.  God is pretty serious about what he purposes and proposes to do.  He is a finisher.  He does not get tired, He does not grow impatient, and He does not abandon a project.  

Isaiah 14:24  The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:
Isaiah 14: 27  For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

Isaiah 55:10  As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11  so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. (NIV)
· Hebrews 6:13  When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14  saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants." 15  And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 16  Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17  Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18  God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.  
· This hope: That Gods’ purpose is unchanging.  Our hope is wrapped up in Gods’ purpose and in the fact that He always delivers.  This is what we anchor our souls in.  

Don’t Get In The Way
Time would fail me to present every piece of scriptural evidence that defines how committed God is to what He purposes.  Lets just say He delivers what He promises, He finishes what He starts, He goes the distance, He never quits, once He sets the wheels in motion the final result is an inevitability, He is relentless in the pursuit of fulfilling His purpose.  

He seems to get a little irate if you question His purpose.  He can even be a little ruthless with those that get in the way of His purpose.  You have a better chance of stopping a freight train than derailing the purpose of God. 

Matthew 16:18 I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Roman Emperors concentrated the wealth and might of the world against the fledgling church.  They burnt them, beat them, outlawed them, poisoned them, boiled them, beheaded them, crucified them, scourged them, exiled them, and let lions devour them.  Yet the mighty empire begin to shrink and disintegrate until nothing remains but crumbling ruins and print in text books, while the church has expanded past even the borders of that kingdom into every nation.  The church has reached into the nooks and crannies of the world, from sweltering jungles to mountain villages.  From jam packed metropolitan areas to arid deserts the Gospel is preached.  You will not derail the purpose of God.  

His hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

Supreme Commitment To Supreme Purpose Begets Supreme Confidence

God is supremely confident in His own commitment to His purpose.  You may doubt it but HE never doubts it.  He is so committed to finishing what He sets out to do that the idea that it might not come to pass just never even occurs to Him. This is why Romans 4:17 tells us that God calls those things which are not as though they were.  You know how He can do this?  Because if He set out to make it happen it really does not matter whether or not it has happened He knows that it is a matter of time before it will happen.

Isaiah 53:5 With His stripes we are healed.

God sees what He started as a completed fact because He is so committed to His purpose. 

I Corinthians 6 gives a long list of sinful, shameful, degenerate lifestyles.  Then declares, such were some of you.  I have always struggled a bit there because I know a few folk we not only were, but still are.  They are still fighting their demons.  But God, who has purposed to deliver you, cleanse you, heal you, and restore you sees the end, that which is not as though it were, and declares with full confidence, SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU!  You may not see it, but the One doing the renovation knows His own commitment to His own purpose and has no doubts about your final condition.

Phillipians 1: 6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

God Knows His Purpose
Not only is God committed to His purpose, He has no doubts about what His purpose is.  A lot of people are not sure why they exist, God has no such issues.  

Scripture can be viewed as God’s mission statement.  He is not ambiguous about what He wants to accomplish.

Luke 4:17  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

John 10:10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

John 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:

In this outline, in the mission statement of God you will find an answer to every human condition. 

God knows what He is all about, He is not trying to find Himself, discover His gifts, or figure out His purpose.  He has it down cold. 

Perhaps the most impacting declaration God has made as to His purpose is found in I John.  

I John 3:8 For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Satan has worked non-stop to wreak havoc in people’s lives, he has left a trail of pain, frustration.  God has committed Himself to undoing all the bad that Satan has done.  

Let Him Do It
God knows His purpose; you and your life are the object of it.  He is committed to that purpose.  The only thing that has ever slowed Him for a moment has been the people He is trying to help.
Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

He would have taken Israel straight into Canaan, but their own stubbornness and hardness of heart kept them wandering in the desert for forty years.

We have problems in the Middle East to this day because Abraham tried to get involved in helping God work out His purpose in Abraham’s life.  

God knows His purpose, if we would purpose to let Him have His way I am convinced we would be astounded by what would happen.  

We are too committed to our own agendas, our own plans, and we frustrate the purpose of God.  Our only motivation in coming to this place should be to let God fulfill His purpose among us.  Everything else is secondary to that.  We should not here for the music, we can hear that anywhere, anytime.  We should not here for fellowship, which is more easily accomplished in another venue.  We should not be here primarily for preaching, we can hear that 24 hours a day.  All of that is just a prelude to His presence, once He shows up we just need to get out of the way and let Him do His thing.

Psalm 119:126 It is time for thee, Lord, to work.

· It is time for you to heal, deliver, restore.
· It is time for you to destroy the works of the devil.
· It is time for you to bring peace to our troubled hearts.
· It is time for you to fulfill your purpose among us.
Until God is fulfilling His purpose among us we are not God’s church.  We may be a good church, even a great church.  But the only way we are God’s church is if God is free to do what He wants among us. 

Why are you here?  To let God fulfill His purpose in your life?

