God Can’t Bless A Chili Dog

Deuteronomy 28:1 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: 3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock--the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. 8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you. 11  The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you. 12  The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 13  The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 14  Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them. 15  However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 16  You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country. 17  Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed. 18  The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 19  You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out. 20 The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in forsaking him. 45 All these curses will come upon you. They will pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you.

Wow, I guess I didn’t really realize what a long passage I had selected there.  I have just about worn myself out reading the text, and I still have to preach the sermon.  I don’t know if I have enough strength left to preach after reading all of that, it just never ended.  You know…  I better get a little sustenance here just to make sure I make it through the sermon without fainting or something.  Wait right here, I will be right back.  Talk among yourselves or something…

(Video Clip(
How about that?  God refused to bless my chili dog!   Frankly I am a little stunned.  But I shouldn’t be.  It is not like God unconditionally promised to bless everything I ask Him to bless.  The truth is no where close to that.  I guess like everyone else I have some preconceived ideas about the blessing of God and I need to be disabused of them.  I think what we most need to understand about the blessings of God is that they are conditional. 

If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands…  (Vs. 28:1)

If you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways… (Vs. 28:9)

If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them… (Vs. 28:13)

If you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today… (Vs. 28;15)

Because you did not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you… (Vs. 28:45)

These are just the conditions attached to this particular passage.  Over and over again throughout scripture you find the blessings of God have conditions attached to them and it is foolish to expect God to bless us when we flagrantly violate the conditions of the blessings. 

I understand the video is a bit of an exaggeration.  And no, I don’t think chili dogs are sinful.  But the underlying principal is true.  It is foolish to ask the blessing of God on something that is a form of slow suicide.  It doesn’t even make rational, logical sense.  I am asking God to bless something that in all reality I should be asking His forgiveness for eating.  This principal extends well beyond dietary concepts.  

We ask God’s blessing on our homes while we have a fire hose of filth blasting into it continuously via anti-God tv programming. 

We want God to bless our finances while we violate every scriptural principle about money, values, and stewardship. 

We seek God’s blessing on our marriages and then fill them with rancor, bitter conflict, and ignore what the Bible instructs us about marriage.

We want God to bless us in our emotions and minds and yet we fill ourselves with self-pity, entertain bitterness and negativity. 

We seek God’s blessing on our health and we want God’s healing while we abuse our bodies through lack of discipline and bad habits.
We need to understand that a lot of what we suffer is nothing more than the consequences of our own actions.  It is foolish to expect God to bless that which violates truth.  He cannot bless a chili dog. We need to understand that many times what we are going through is not God testing us, it is not a trial He needs to deliver us from, it is simply the results of our own actions.

Malachi 3:8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. (RIFF)

Galations 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

It is worse than simply disqualifying ourselves from conditional blessings, we are doing damage to our own lives by our actions, then asking God for His blessing.   There is some stuff God cannot, will not bless. 

I understand that this is not nearly as exciting as those guys preaching unconditional financial prosperity, perpetual peace, perfect health, and exquisitely harmonious relationships all the time.   The truth is you open the door to blessing when you get rid of everything that would prohibit the blessing of God in your life.   Some of you are one good house cleaning away from the blessings of God flooding your life.

Get Cleaned Get Blessed
Achan Joshua 7/8

Israel miraculously conquered the mighty city of Jericho.  The walls of that great city crumbled like dust before their armies.  The next city in their was the small town of Ai.  It was so small that they thought they would not even need their whole army, just a few thousand men.  They were convinced that the blessing of God was with them.  (If God be for us…)   But there was a little problem.  A man named Achan had taken treasure from the city of Jericho  in direct violation of the commandment of God and had hidden it in his tent.  

Joshua 7:1 But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things.

So they go charging off to conquer Ai convinced God would battle for them just as He had done at Jericho.  They got their brains beat out.  The Bible says they were routed by the men of Ai.  36 men died that day.  The people were in despair.  Joshua lost all hope.  God comes alone and says “Look, don’t quit, don’t think I have turned against you.  Find the problem deal with the problem and Ai will be yours.  But don’t expect me to bless you or help you until you do.” 
Within hours of ascertaining what Achan had done and dealing with it they were victorious over Ai.  Maybe what you need, instead of another bawling session in an altar whimpering over why God does not bless you is a good session of repentance, getting your heart clean, removing the obstacles to blessing, then the blessing will flow naturally.  

NT Pattern

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins… ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Repent – Identify and turn away or reject sin

Baptism – Washing away sin.  Acts 22:16 Be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


God will bless you by filling you with His spirit. 

With that blessing come all the fruit of the spirit, peace, joy, patience, and on and on. 

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is… righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

If you will reject what God cannot bless and cleans yourself the blessing will come flooding in.  

What is it in your life God cannot bless?  Identify it, deal with it, so you can experience all of the blessing God has for you.  Whatever you are hanging on to is not worth what it is costing you in missed blessing.  

What are you watching?
What are you reading?

What are you listening to?
Where are you going on the WWW?

What do you talk about with your friends?
God cannot bless some stuff and as long as that stuff is part of your life you rob yourself of God’s blessing. 

Can’t Be Blessed Because
We Are Blessed By Integrity

What we are inside has to match what we are on the outside.  There has to be a direct connection between what we say and do.  God will bless you according to your actions.  It is that whole law of the harvest again, and it can be either negative or positive.  

Proverbs 1:31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.

Ezekiel 22:29 The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. 31 Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.
God basically said “I looked at exactly what this people was and that is how I treated them.”  “I gave to them what they are giving to everyone around them.”  

If you are forced to eat the fruit of your own way what will you be eating most days?  Kindness, goodness, generosity, love, patience?   Or will it be contempt, insensitivity, anger, or worse?  What if God recompenses to you the exact way you live your life?  Is that going to be a good thing or not.  What are you giving Him to work with?   

What Is Blessed Is Multiplied

Some of us cannot stand to be blessed because there is something that comes with God’s blessing. 

Genesis 2:22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, 28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,

Every living thing God blessed, along with the blessing was the commandment to be multiplied.  God’s blessing tend to multiply what is blessed.  

Matthew 14: 19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. 21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.

God cannot bless some of us because if He multiplied what is inside of us it would immediately metastasize into a force that would destroy us.  

It would be like putting fertilizer on weeds.   

We carry too much bitterness.
We carry too much self-pity. 

We carry too many old wounds we will not turn loose of. 

We carry too many wrong ideas around that we are not willing to let go of. 

We have too much of the world in our hearts. 

That stuff cannot be blessed because if it multiplies we will be destroyed.  It is not the judgment of God withholding blessing it is the grace and love of God giving us space to repent.  

Romans 13:14 Make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.

Ephesians 4:27 Neither give place to the devil.

Blessed By Obedience

God commanded King Saul in I Samuel 15 to utterly destroy a certain enemy, along with all their live stock.  Saul spared a portion of the livestock and when the prophet asked him why his response was that he wanted to use it to sacrifice.  

I Samuel 15:22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

Some of us cannot be blessed because we do not obey Bible principles about living our lives.  We think an extravagant sacrifice will bail us out in the crisis times, but to obey is far better for us than any sacrifice. 

People think they can give their way out of a financial mess. 

You would be better served to obey Bible teaching about your money. 

People think extravagant worship will replace a godless lifestyle the other 6 days a week.  Not so.  David put the ark of the Lord on a New Cart, drawn by choice oxen.  He had musicians and guards, and dancers.  God was not impressed and ultimately killed one of them for their foolishness.  He was more interested in them doing what He told them to do, how he told them to do it, than how new the ark was or how well their musicians played, or even what their intentions were. 

To obey is better…for you…because it opens the door to blessing in your life. 

If you are not experiencing the blessings of God in your life like you think you should, examine your life.   

Maybe you are asking God to bless a chili dog.  Maybe you are asking Him to bless something that He cannot bless.  

Maybe you are not authentic.  You are one thing on the inside and another outside.  (God would rather deal with an honest sinner than a hypocritical saint.) 

Maybe God has withheld blessing because of what you carry around inside of you.  He does not want to multiply it and destroy you. 

Maybe you do not experience the blessing of God because you want to be blessed through extravagant sacrifice instead of daily obedience.  

