God Came From Temon

Habakkuk 3:1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth. 2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy. 3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. 

It is often the most simple of prayers that produces the most profound results.  

· In the 18th chapter of 1st Kings Elijah offered up a mere 86 words on top of Mt. Carmel, and fire poured out of heaven and consumed the sacrifice he had prepared. 

· The entire prayer offered by Peter in Acts 3:6 was simply “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.”  And a man that had been crippled since birth immediately jumped to his feet and began running, leaping, and dancing. 

· In Acts 16:18 Paul spoke just 14 words and a demon was drove out of a woman.  

It is not the length of the prayer, or the poetic value, or the composition.  But it has everything to do with the one praying the prayer and how the prayer is prayed.  
James 5:16 The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

There are two elements to a prayer that really produces:

Effectual, fervent – How the prayer is prayed

Righteous man – The one praying. (You don’t have to be righteous, but something about you has to attract God. Let me suggest humility…James 4:6 God resisteth the proud but gives more grace to the humble. Or read about the proud religious man and the humble sinner in Luke 18)   

The point is the prayer that gets a result, the prayer that gets a response from God is one where there is some passion in the prayer and the Prayer.  While we are talking about simple prayers that get a profound response we really need to examine this prayer of Habakkuk.  While his prayer may not be all that impressive, the response is staggering.  

God came from Temon, and the Holy One from Mt. Paran!

Consider this.  The prayer of Habakkuk so got the attention of God that He left where He was to come to Habakkuk.  He dropped what He was doing to respond to Habbakuk.  God came from Temon, from whatever He had going there to respond to Habakkuk.

Temon
Temon is a real geographical place.  As is Mt. Paran.  Mt. Paran is part of the Siniatic mountain chain where God manifested His glory to Israel.  It was on Siniai where the single greatest display of the glory of God witnessed by human eyes took place.  Temon would be the land adjacent to Siniai.  We tend to think of that awesome manifestation of God’s glory as restricted to Siniai.  But the Bible lets us know that it covered this whole area.  

Deuteronomy 33:2 The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran

This place, Temon, the land around Paran and Siniai, was witness to a mind staggering display of the power and glory of God.  This is the place where the Creator of all things unveiled Himself long enough for His people to experience His manifest glory.  There is no place that speaks more of the manifest glory of God than Siniai, Temon, and Paran.   This is the place God chose to reveal Himself.  Yet God came from Temon, the place pregnant with His presence in response to the prayer of Habakkuk.  

Let me pause to tell you.  Don’t get frustrated in your praying.  Don’t think it is for nothing.  The next time that doubting voice tells you that God can not be troubled by your situation you just remember this, a man prayed and God came from Temon, God came from Paran, just to respond to his prayer.  

Temon – place of manifest glory.
Temon – place where God is moving.

Temon – place that is current with God.
Temon – place of Gods creative focus.

Temon – place where God declares His purpose.
Temon – place where God is working,

And because a prayer pierced God’s most Holy presence, a prayer that could not be ignored, God left Temon, God came from Temon to where Habakkuk was crying out for Him.  And it is possible for you to pray such a prayer that will cause God to lay aside what He is doing in that moment and come to your rescue.  Your testimony can be God came from Temon, and saved me.  

God Came From…
I know it is hard to imagine that God would lay aside what He is busy with, to come running to your rescue.  I know it does not seem likely that He would turn from what He is focused on to come to where you are.  But that is what happened for Habakkuk, and it is not an isolated incident.  

Acts 8

· In the Book of Acts, the 8th chapter, Phillip was in the middle of and spearheading a mighty outpouring of God’s spirit in Samaria.  The move of the Holy Ghost there was amazing.

· People possessed by unclean spirits were delivered. (verse 7)

· Lame people and palsied people were miraculously healed. (verse 7)

· The whole city had great joy from God. (verse 8)

· Men and women were believing on Christ and being baptized.  (verse 12)

· Twice in 7 verses we are told that miracles were happening. (Verse 6/13)

· Everyone the Apostles laid their hands on was receiving the Holy Ghost. (verse 17)

Everything that we long to see God do was happening in Samaria.  There are some that say that Samaria was the most significant outpouring since the Holy Ghost had fallen originally in the city of Jerusalem.  We are talking about a manifestation of God that captured the heart of a whole city.  

Samaria was what was hot.
Samaria was the focus of what God was doing.

Samaria was what was current with God.
Samaria was where God was giving birth to a new body of believers.

Samaria was where God was moving.
Samaria was Temon.   

In the middle of this rocking revival watch what happens.

Acts 8:26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

Leave Temon where it is all happening and go to the middle of some barren desert?  YES!   A cry has come out of that barren desert that has caught the ear of God, a cry from the heart of an Ethiopian man who is longing for God.  And even as the glory of God was sweeping through Samaria God came from Temon, God left what was current, what was happening, and God came from Temon to bring salvation to an Ethiopean Eunuch.  

I wonder what would happen in this place, in our lives, if we would pray with such a passion and purpose that God would come from Temon…

Scripture is full of these stories.  Time and again you see God coming, as it were, from Temon.  For the purpose of the principle I am preaching to you Temon is not a geographical locality.  It is where ever God is doing His creative work.  And it is possible to pray such a prayer that will touch God with its passion, its sincerity, so that He will come from Temon to answer it. 

Don’t ever think God will not take time for you…
Don’t ever think God cannot be bothered by you…

Don’t ever believe God is too busy for you…
Don’t every believe you are not significant enough for Him to be troubled…

Don’t ever feel you are an imposition…
If you will call upon the Lord your testimony can be that in your most desperate moment God came from Temon…

Acts 10

There are two men in the 10th chapter of Acts.  

Peter – The first leader of the newly born church of Jesus Christ.  No doubt staggering under the load of responsibility, but flaming with passion and excitement about what God was doing.  Peter who preached on the day of Pentecost.  Peter who was now in the thick of building this infant church.

Cornelius – A devout man.  One who prayed much.  But he was not a Jew.  He was a Gentile, and Peter, the head of the church had yet to receive the revelation that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was to the Gentile as well as the Jew.  

Peter at the heart of the new church.  Cornelius trying to be on the fringes, but excluded.  Hungering after God, doing all he knew to do to get closer to God.  Then one day while he was praying…

Acts 10: 3  He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4  And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.

Okay Cornelius, you got my attention now.  I was at Temon, but now your prayer is to the place I cant ignore it.  (Keep Praying RIFF)
And God came to Peter in a vision and gave him the revelation that this gospel is for the whole world…

And God came to Peter in an angelic visitation and sent him to the house of Cornelius…

And God came into the house of Cornelius and he was filled with the Holy Ghost, and his family was filled with the Holy Ghost, and his servants were filled with the Holy Ghost…

And God came from Temon, where He was doing a great work, because a prayer from a Gentile rose to such a crescendo it could not be ignored.

God Came From…
God was so compelled by the possibility of what could happen that He shoved what He was working on to the back burner.
God altered His purpose because someone prayed and cracked open a door of possibility.  

God altered His purpose to pursue a possibility.
The focus of Divine Attention moved from what was current to what could be next.

God left off creation to cause revival. 

Even as His hands were immersed in the clay of something new His ear heard a cry and His head lifted and turned, eyes seeking the source of the cry.  Then God shook His hands free and God came from Temon.

Jesus did not have along earthly ministry.  In all His earthly ministry was about 3 years.  Not really a long time to start an eternal work.  Not really a long time to launch a world wide church.  Not really a long time to set in place the machinery to take the gospel to all men every where in every age.  And yet those three short years were interrupted, if you will, time and again by individuals needing the Divine Touch.  For more than one person God came from Temon.  For more than one individual God shoved aside what was His greatest purpose to meet their need.  

As far as I can tell the only reason He took the time to journey to the land of the Gadarrenes in Mark 5 is to deliver one demon possessed man who was staggering among rotting tombs. (Walking along the sea shore…sensed…)
As far as I can tell the only reason He stopped at Jacob’s Well in John 4 and ditched His disciples was to be able to rendezvous with a little adulterous lady and bring healing to her life.

As far as I can tell He violated the rules of dispensations and stepped across oceans of time to deliver the daughter of the little lady who confronted Him in Matthew 15.
As far as I can tell there are at least two occasions when He turned from thousands to focus on one.  A blind beggar in Mark 10 and a desperately sick and dying little lady in Matthew 9.  

As far as I can tell every time a desperate cry reaches His ear God came from Temon, God set aside what was current with Him to answer the call.  

And if in this place you will cry out to Him I am persuaded by the preponderance of evidence in scripture that God will come from Temon.  You think of whatever revival hot spot on the globe, you think of any place where it is really being poured out.  God is just as ready to come do it here as He is to do it there, He is just waiting on our invitation.  

