Shaken, Not Stirred

Judges 16:18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath showed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand. 19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. 20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. 21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.

This is perhaps the most tragic story in the entire Bible.  Let me give you just the basics.  Samson had been chosen by Gods to be a liberator for God’s people.  There were key moments in the life of Samson when the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord would “come upon” him and in those moments he would possess a superhuman strength.  I will not go into a list of his exploits, suffice it to say that he was a terror to the oppressing Philistines and a hero to God’s people.   

The source of His strength was the Spirit that would come upon him and what enabled it was an unbroken covenant with God that the hair of his head would never be cut.  Samson foolishly revealed his secret to Delilah who, while he was sleeping, shaved his head and sent for his enemies.  

How could he be so foolish?  I submit to you that there were three crucial mistakes made by Samson that led directly to his destruction.  They are all found in verse 20.

1. He was sleeping when and where he should not have been.  

2. He did not understand the source of His strength.  

3. He did not know God had departed from him.  

I could preach entire sermons off each of these errors, but I want to focus on the last two.  Two statements in verse 20 leap out at me.  

Shake Myself
And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself.

I have read exhaustively every exploit of Samson, how he slaughtered thousands with the jawbone of a donkey, ripped city gates from their hinges, set fields ablaze, on and on he tormented the enemies of God.  There is one thread running through each narrative.   Each time the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. (Judges 14:19)  What I have utterly failed to find is anywhere that Samson shook himself and caused his own strength to increase.  I told you he did not understand the source of His strength.  Some how he got the idea that it was something he was doing. As a matter of fact not only did he think he could shake himself this time and get the job done, he was convinced that is how it had happened before.  

I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself.

He never shook himself.  It was always the spirit of God, never Samson.  But he did not get that.  

Did Not Know Of The Departure
. And he knew not that the LORD was departed from him.

At first glance it seems impossible.  How could you not know?   But I submit to you that the Spirit of God is infinitely more subtle than we imagine.  We tend to equate the Spirit of God with an overwhelming force.   Especially we of a Pentecostal background.  

We tend to think of the Spirit as a tsunami that sweeps it and crushes everything in its path to the floor.  

We think we know when the Spirit is present and manifest by the sheer weight of His presence. 

We judge the move of the Spirit based on the shaking we can observe. 

We determine that what we are experiencing must be the Spirit based on the intensity of our emotions.  

I am shaking, this must be it.  It is loud, this must be it.  This is an overwhelming feeling, must be God.  So we are baffled that the Lord could depart Samson and he now know it.  I mean how can you miss the Spirit, or how can it depart and you not be aware.  

Well part of the problem is you get convinced in your own mind that it is your shaking that is making things happen.  Secondly, the Spirit is much different that we imagine.  Every shred of evidence in scripture should teach us what an easy mistake this is to make.    
I Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.
It is like a delicate flame, just catching hold.  Easily smothered by our doubt. Easily snuffed out by too much of our selves being present. 

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
It is not a brute force that is going to flow no matter what.  I have solicited the Lord to do just that and He never has.  You can grieve Him with your indifference, by withholding your heartfelt praise.  

I don’t think we are aware at how lightly the manifest presence of God descends in our midst.  We are baffled that Samson would not know He departed, but all too often we don’t even know He is present.  

In Exodus 34 Moses descended from the mountain top, such was the anointing of God on Him that his face was shining like the noon day sun and the Bible says in verse 29 that he did not even know it. 

Genesis 28:16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.
Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3  Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 4 Have you suffered so much for nothing--if it really was for nothing? 5 Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?

