The Formula For All Change

Acts 3:1 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; 3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. 5  And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. 6  Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 7  And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8  And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God: 10  And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. 11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. 12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? 13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. 14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

He had lain at the gate of the temple for so long he became a public fixture.   His affliction, the debilitating, crippled part of him, had existed from the time he was formed in his mother’s womb.  Apparently as soon as it was possible his parents began depositing him at the temple gate to beg on a daily basis.  Verses 9, 10, & 16 let us know that this man was well known in the community.  At some point every compassionate member of this community had probably thrown a coin in his cup. 

This man has a need, but it is not just for money.  This man has a need, but his need is for something greater than food.  There comes a point in the continuum of human existence that we need something to happen in us that will do more than just prolong our existence. Not to sound totally without compassion, but if you throw a few coins in this mans cup what have you really done?  You have doomed him to another day of being thrown like refuse against the wall.  You have consigned him to spend his hours begging for a scrap of an existence.  This man needs more than a coin and more than another scrap of bread.  This man needs a radical transformation of every facet of his life. This man needs a revolution to erupt in his existence, this man needs his world turned inside out and upside down.  This man is a perfect picture of swarms of people in our age. 

We see the desire for it everywhere, extreme home make over, extreme make over, cosmetic surgery, rabid pursuit of esoteric religion.  Every one is searching for and in need of what this man found, radical, life-transforming change.  Not improvement, I am talking reformation. Anybody in here not content to slap a band aid on your pain and stagger on?

· In moments he morphed from crippled beggar to dancing, leaping, laughing, and pure joy.  Since this revolution of life is the most basic of human desires the number one question on everyone’s lips was: How did this transformation take place?  This was the buzz all over the city.  They were astounded and they wanted to know what was the secret power that brought radical change so quickly to this life. (vs 9,10,11) The response of the people is the same response you get anytime there is successful change. 

Lose ten pounds and you will get asked ten times a day: “How did you do it?” 

Get debt free: “How did you do it?”
Grow your lawn successfully: “How did you do it?”
Get married: “How did you do it?”
Stay married: “How did you do it?”
Everyone wants the silver bullet, the magic potion, the fail proof plan for change. Peter tells them, and in telling them he gives us an incredible insight into change, more specifically what is required for successful, radical change. In this passage Peter gives us the formula for all change.  No change ever occurs without this formula being in place.  Conversely any time you enact this formula you will see change happen explosively.  Peter breaks it down for them.

Remember Jesus, the one you killed.  God resurrected Him.  We had nothing to do with healing this man, it is all about Jesus. 

Acts 3:16 His name through faith in his name hath made this man strong.

1. Peter said there were two things involved in the healing of this man.

2. His name.  

We know about the power of the name of Jesus.  It is no mystery to us that it would be involved in a miraculous healing.  

Phillipians 2:9 God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Collosians 3: 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

The mention of the name Jesus will cause tormenting demons to flee out of your life, the whisper of that name will bring comfort and peace in the middle of tumultuous circumstances, calling upon that name will summon an angelic army to your protection.  The name if Jesus is incredibly powerful. But guess what?  Alone it will not change you.  You can chant it like a mantra, you can have it tattooed on your forehead, you can wear a WWJD bracelet, and never change.  Peter did not say that it was simply the Name that changed him. There is a second element to change…
3. Faith in His name.
Peter told the wondering crowd that is was not simply the name of Jesus that changed that man, it was all the power resident in that name coupled with faith in that name that straightened and strengthened his legs and caused the helpless cripple to dance.   

There is a whole sub-culture of Christianity that preach a faith message.  Faith is their answer and solution to everything.  Faith alone, Word of Faith, these doctrines are basically about faith in faith.  Peter said it was the incredible external power of the Name of Jesus coupled with the dynamic internal faith he had in that name that transformed this mans world. 

This is the formula for all change.   When an outer force (the name of Jesus) meets an inner force (faith in that name) change occurs.  This is the formula for all change. 

All change operates according to this principle.  Without it being enacted there is no change.  Any time it is enacted there is explosive change.   

When an outer force meets an inner force change occurs.
The Principle In Theory
If you have a ship and a massive rock outcropping in the Pacific ocean just off the coast and a West wind presses against them both in a few hours the ship will have traversed miles of ocean and the rock be where it has always been.  Why?  The same wind pressed both of them, but the external force alone cannot effect change.  The ship has the ability to respond to the wind where the rock does not.  One can respond to an outer force with inner movement, the other cannot. 
The most terrifying diseases operate according to this principle.  The reason cancer, HIV, diabetes and heart disease are so debilitating a terrifying is that it is not simply an outside force invading the body, but these diseases invade the body and turn it against itself so that the disease and the internal organs, outer force and inner force are both working against the body, and it is devastating. 
We tried to destroy communism in the former Soviet Union for years with a relentless cold war, a barrage of propaganda targeting oppressed people.  Do you know when revolution took place?  When the outside effort met the internal desire and longing for freedom in the hearts of those people. When Western efforts connected with people willing to act governments collapsed, walls crumbled, dictators were deposed and change erupted. 

The internal combustion engine works because fuel (outside source) meets fire (inner force).  The gas meets a spark and erupts in power and movement.  If your car doesn’t move it is always a problem with either fuel or fire.  If you are missing one of those ingredients it does not matter how nice the car, how wide the tires, how plush the interior, it will not move. It does not matter the quantity or grade of fuel if there is no spark to ignite it.  It does not matter how intense the fire if there is no fuel. But if you get fuel and fire…
If you are longing for a change in your life.  If you are dying for a revolution in your soul.  If you would rather die than spend another minute in your circumstance I can help you.  All you need is an outer force to meet an inner force and it is like setting off a powder keg.  The name of Christ meets faith in that name and healing explodes in an instant. 

The Principle In Practice
· It does not matter how powerful the external force is if there is no internal response to it nothing will happen.  

· It does not matter how deep the faith emerging from the inner recesses of ht heart are if it is faith connecting with a weak, external thing.  

· It does not matter how passionately you believe if you believe in wrong things.

· It does not matter how powerful the force outside if there is no internal response to it. 

The Word of God is powerful. 

It has laser like precision. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

The raw power contained in it is simply awesome.

Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God,

What it can accomplish is staggering. 

James 1:21 Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

There are few things in the universe with the absolute power contained in the Word of God.  But guess what, as powerful as that Word is, as an outside force alone it will change nothing.  I have an uncle that has memorized scripture, he can spout it and quote it and debate it.  But there is no internal response of obedience to the Word so it has been of no effect in his life.  Something powerful enough to frame worlds cannot keep one middle aged man out of jail and off drugs if there is no internal response to it.  

But when there is a response…now…now you got something.  You take the external force that framed worlds, that has laser accuracy, that can bring salvation to immortals and couple that with an inner response of faith.  Now you got yourself a little package of dynamite that can change a life, change a heart, change a marriage, change a mind, break a habit, deliver a soul, heal a wound.   When the outer force meets the inner force….

The Formula In Creation
If you read Genesis God did not step up and simply say Light, Land, Firmament.  God spoke and said “Let there be…”  And something in the natural realm had to move in response to the Word of God.  When that Word that can frame worlds ripped into the natural realm tectonic plates shifted, clouds dissolved and reformed.  Something moved in response to the Word of God and change exploded across a blackened violent cosmos. 

Hear me well, there is no preacher that can preach good enough.  There is no sermon constructed with enough care.  There is no assemblage of scripture concise enough to change a life until someone responds to it.  Until something moves in response to the Word of God.  Every sermon is a command, Let there be…  

The Formula In Preaching 

Isaiah 55:10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

When God speaks a word it becomes that outer force…it goes out looking, seeking, it is sent out with a specific purpose it will not stop traveling until it accomplishes the thing God sent it to accomplish.  What is it looking for?

When an outer force….

It is looking for someone to respond to it with an inner force of obedience and faith.  

Young preacher RIFF:  Smart, great preacher/first revival…nothing happened.  Hmmm…  Well…first time.  Next revival.  Nothing happened.  Puzzled and perplexed.  I thought maybe it is the people.  Maybe I am preaching to dumb people.  I got to get me some smarter people to preach to.  Nothing.  Trach my sermons.  Nothing.  All new people.  Nothing.  All new sermons Nothing Happening!

Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, (Paul writing about my minstry)   not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.

The outer force is going out….but it is not connecting with an inner force.  Paul tells you what that inner force that makes the Word work in your life is.  (NOT MIXED WITH FAITH).

God sends it out with a specific job (Isaiah 55)
It is certainly powerful enough to do the job (Hebrews 4, 11/James 1)
All it needs in order to work is someone to connect with it in faith. (Hebrews 4)
I am sick and tired of these people floating around from church to church whining that they are not getting fed.  The preacher is shelling it out, you’re just not responding to it so nothing is happening. 

Why do you think miracles happen in crusade with rascally televangelist?  The Word will not return void, someone met it with faith.  An explosive miraculous miracle takes place. 

Any time that external force of the Word of God meets an internal force and response of faith there is going to be explosive change. 

Lets talk about that faith response. It is not passive. It is not quiet.  There has been enough Word preached in this house in the last two weeks to save everyone here, heal every broken person, deliver every captive.  The fault is not with the Word going out it is with the response to it.  If you would begin to mix the Word with your faith there is no telling what would happen.  How do you do that?

Romans 10:6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7  Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 8  But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Faith has a voice.  Faith speaks.  Faith responds.  It is not about stroking a preachers ego.  It is about the most potent force in the universe floating by you and all you have to do to capture it is give voice to the faith in your heart.  It is about a commissioned Word seeking to do what it was sent to do, and all it is waiting on is the response of faith.  The moment you do explosive, radical, life altering change takes place.  

>Woman in Bible Study<

What is an “amen”?   “So be it…”  All you are saying is so be it in my life.  You are reaching out in faith connecting with the Word of God. 

In Genesis 7 the earth flooded.  But it was not just rain falling from above. Thre was not enough rain falling from above to flood the planet.  The Bible says that the fountains of the deep broke open as well.  External, Internal.  There is a flood of revival for you, there is a flood of deliverance for your life, there is a flood of victory available to you.  But God cannot pour it on enough if nobody responds to it.  

Do you understand what I am saying.  The Word is going out with incredible power, all it is waiting on is someone to respond….

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.

The capacity of God to do exceedingly, abundantly above all we can ask or thing hinges on a power resident inside of us, our willingness to vocally respond to the Word of God and obediently put it to work in our lives. 

Do you understand the concept?  The Word of God goes out…looking for  a response…the moment that outer force meets and inner force…


Leaping, dancing, rejoicing,

Freedom, walls crumbling,

Explosion, movement, power,

Creation, formation, new life.

Floods, Floods, Floods

Do you understand it?  Do you know what to do with the Word preached to you?  
Malachi 3:11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
Do you want that to be the reality of your life?  You know what to do. The moment I released it that Word became the outer force.
John 14:18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
Anybody need that in your life right now?
John 14: 27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

You know what to do to make that the real in your life right now.

Deuteronomy 28:2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.

3  Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.

4  Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 5  Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. 6  Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 7  The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. 8 The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 9  The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. 10  And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. 11  And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee. 12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. 13  And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; 
Psalm 23.
