Restoration Of Destiny – Sermon Five

Ezekiel 37:4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.

God had promised to restore Israel to their destiny by working an act of restoration that would come in three stages.  

1) He would gather the scattered bones.

2) Cover them with sinews and tissue.  Flesh and skin.

3) Finally He would breathe breath into them.  This is always the final act of creation or restoration.

To understand how a destiny dies, how a life disintegrates you simply reverse the process.

1) The breath leaves.

2) The covering breaks down.

3) The bones are scattered.  Everything goes to pieces.  This is the outward evidence of what has been going on inside all along.  

In this session we are going to discuss the final stage in the death of a dream, in the death of a life, in the death of a destiny.

When everything falls apart, when everything goes to pieces.
How aptly our language has evolved to accurately describe life. When a persons life appears to be everything it should be we say they “Have it together”.  When someone needs to get with the program a little, when they need to try a little harder we say they “Need to get it together”.  Keeping something on the right track toward success and fulfillment is “Keeping it together”.  

It is amazing how we label things succesful because they are kept together.  A marriage is a success if someone can keep it together.  You can be sane and part of the normal world if you can keep your emotions and feelings together.  How many people have you talked to that describe their emotional and mental state by saying “I am just trying to keep it all together”?  Bottom line that is what we are all trying to do.   

· Keep our family together

· Keep our finances together

· Keep our relationships together

· Keep our career together

· Keep our emotional and mental health together.

This is the first step in the building of a life, conversely it is the final step in the disintegration of a life.

You cannot build a long term successful company if you cannot keep it together.  If there is infighting and disunity that thing is doomed.  Before you start drawing up grandiose plans you have to get on the same page, make sure everyone is working toward the same thing, make sure you have the same goals.  The first challenge is getting it and keeping it together.  The bedrock foundation of a marriage is staying together.  This is the first commitment.

When the end of a life and a dream arrives everything you have been trying to hold together will disintegrate and fall through your fingers like so much sand.  (Nicolas and the bubble bath)  There are a lot of people trying to build great things but they cannot keep anything together.  There life is scattered and decimated it is an exercise in futility to try and build anything because they cannot keep it together.

Here is the problem, the breath leaves, the covering disintegrates and you are unable to keep anything together on your own.  

· Without the breath (spirit) there is no seal to keep out the corrosive elements.  (Ephesians 1:13 / 4:30)

· Without the covering there is no protection from the forces that will rip you apart. 

· Remove the covering of the ark of the covenant, which was the mercy seat, and you are exposed to the naked Law of God.  This is the law that for sin will demand your destruction.  

· Job 16: 11  God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the wicked. 12  I was at ease, but he hath broken me asunder: he hath also taken me by my neck, and shaken me to pieces, and set me up for his mark. 13  His archers compass me round about, he cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare; he poureth out my gall upon the ground. 14  He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he runneth upon me like a giant.

Out from under the cover and exposed everything falls apart, everything goes to pieces.  This is the final stage of death and destruction.  There are a lot of people trying desperately to keep it together, and not having much luck.  There is good reason why they cannot keep it together.  The connecting tissues are drying and rotting and with out the breath and the covering they are simply not enough to keep it all together.

Be careful who you hook up with.  If they are not spirit led and subject to the Lordship of Christ you will wind up scattered to the four winds.  It has happened all over this metroplex. 

SAUL 

This was a man of destiny.  Anointed to be the first king over Israel.  Nothing but greatness ahead of him.   But Saul fell into the now familiar pattern.  

· I Samuel 16 – Spirit (breath) departs.

· Immediately upon the departure of the spirit of God the Bible says an evil spirit began to trouble Saul.   

· As soon as the breath departed the covering started breaking down and left him unprotected.  The disintegration starts all at once.  

· Covering – Lordship & God Ordained/Anointed Leadership

· I Samuel 18 Saul tries to kill David

· I Samuel 22 Orders the slaughter of 85 priest. 

· Dead people will always try and destroy God ordained leaders.

With the completion of the first two stages Saul is ripe for the final disintegration.  In 1st Samuel 13 you see it all start to come to head when Saul is waiting on Samuel to come and make a burnt offering to ask Gods blessing on them so that they could enter into battle.  Samuel delayed his coming and in verse 8 the Bible says the people, sensing that the blessing was not on Saul begin to scatter from him.

· People sense death.

· They will not follow a dead leader, it does not inspire faith and confidence.

· Maybe the reason there is no order in your home and no order in your life is everyone around you can pick up on the stench of death.

You see the further breakdown of the covering when Saul decides he will not wait on Samuel, but will usurp the position of the prophet and offer the sacrifice himself.  A total violation of God ordained authority.  

When Samuel questioned his rebellion his reply in verse 11 was that he saw that the people were scattered.  The panic sets in.

· What was private is fixing to be made public.
· The inner rot is fixing to give way to disintegration.
· Mirian whispers in private against her brother Moses, but when it is made public the leprosy covers her and everyone can see. 
Now he is trying to hold it together without the covering, without the breath.  BUT:

· The dried sinews cannot keep the bones together without the covering and the breath.

· Ecclesiastes 4:12 a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

· Your commitment alone is not enough, your drive is not enough, your wisdom is not enough.

· Samson desperately tries to shake himself, not realizing he is not capable of doing alone what he could do with the breath and covering.

· People desperately trying to hold it all together.

Ultimately you cannot keep it all together all alone.  Things will come undone.

· Saul could not keep his kingdom together

· He could not keep his sanity together

· He could not keep his family together.

The end for Saul came on the battlefield on the side of Mount Gilboa.  Unwilling to let the Phillistines kill him, he surrendered instead to the greatest enemy of his life, himself.  He fell on his own sword.  

· No one has the power to destroy you like you do.

You would think that would be the end.  But remember, the bones of Ezekiel, the bones of dead dreams are scattered.  Not joined together in any logical way.

· Jesus prophesied over Jerusalem that not one stone would be left upon another.

· By the time the scattering is finished you will not be able to figure out how it all was supposed to fit together. 

· You can’t even remember why you married that person.

· You don’t even remember why you started that career.

· You don’t remember how is was supposed to work.  How you ever thought you could make it work.

· You don’t remember if God ever really talked to you…Was it even real?

Before the story is over the Bible say that in I Samuel 31 that after the battle the Phillistines came to strip the slain.

· Sin is not content to kill you, it wants to strip you.

· Sin will take you further than you want to go and keep you longer than you want to stay.

· Samson grinding at the wheel like an animal.

· The Prodigal serving up food at the hog trough.

They found his body and separated his head from his body.  Displayed them around the kingdom.  Scattered.  Utterly.  

