Restoration Of Destiny –Sermon Four

Ezekiel 37: 6  And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 7  So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 8  And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above:

There are certain essential elements a person must have in order to reach their God-given destiny.   God has declared to Ezekiel the order in which He would restore those elements to a nation that had lost all vision of it’s future.  He said He would restore in three distinct stages.

1) Bringing together of bones.

2) Covering of flesh and skin.

3) Giving of breath.

In order to understand how a life dissolves and how dreams die all you have to do is reverse the process of restoration.  When destinies die, when lives fall apart they do so in stages according to a pattern.  We looked at the first stage last week, when the breath leaves.  When the life is no longer spirit-filled, when the life is no longer under the direction of the spirit of God the person is in the first stage of death and eventual destruction and disintegration of their life and along with that their destiny. 

Immediately upon the breath leaving you enter the second stage of disintegration.

Stage Two 

The flesh and the skin disintegrate.  Most commentators make a distinction here, and in regards to historical Israel there is a significant distinction. 

(This chapter is about historical Israel.  I am not attaching symbolism or meaning where there is none.  I am simply availing myself of the liberty Paul afforded to Timothy in II Timothy 3:16 where he declares that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”)
For the sake of what I want to tell you concerning your destiny I am going to lump the two together in this sermon.  These two elements that will disintegrate, rot, and fall apart when the spirit leaves your life are in a symbiotic relationship.  Bodies do not decay from inside out, or from outside in they simply decay when the breath is gone.  Once the spirit of God has departed a life the decay sets in at every level.  

It is amazing how quickly life can become complicated.  The analyst are spending thousands of your dollars trying to pinpoint the source of the problem and everyone is getting frustrated because the problems of the flesh affect your spirit and the pain of your spirit produces problems in the flesh and no one know which came first the chicken or the egg.   

· Is my destructive habit causing my emotional distress or is my emotional distress producing the habit?

· Is my behavior a result of what is going on inside of me, or is what is going on inside of me a result of my behavior?

· Are my actions a result of what has happened to me or am I acting in response to what happened to me?

Can I suggest to you that once the spirit is gone, once the breath departs decay sets in at every level?  

Upon entering stage two of the death and disintegration of your destiny you immediately have problems, decay in two areas.  

1)Flesh – Substance 

2) Skin – Covering

And since they are in a state of symbiosis, dependent and reliant on one another the death of one means the death of the other.  Lose your covering you lose your substance.  

Your substance gives strength to your life, it gives significance to the person you are. Your covering holds it all together.

Let me show you exactly what I am talking about.  

SAMSON

If ever there was a person of destiny it was the God appointed judge of Israel, Samson.  God had destined him from before his birth to be a deliverer of Israel.  He was going to use Samson’s physical being to work deliverance from the Philistines.  The stories of Samson’s violent encounters and triumphs are legendary. 

The secret to Samson’s strength and the eventual fulfilling of his destiny was in his covenant relationship with God.  He was in a covenant with God that the entirety of his life was yielded to God.  As long as he fulfilled his part of the covenant the Spirit would cover him.  As a result any time he was in danger the spirit of God would come upon him, cover him, (Judges 14:19 to clothe or cover) and he would be victorious.

But then he succumbed to the sibilant whispering voice of Delilah and broke his covenant and the spirit departed.  Now there is no covering.  The Philistines come and he tries to do what he has done so easily in the past.  But the spirit was gone, his covering left now his substance, his strength were no longer enough to fulfill his destiny.   And they took him down and ripped out his eyes.  

Notice the progression;

· Spirit leaves

· Covering breaks down and leaves him vulnerable.

· His strength, his substance no longer what it was, no longer enough to carry him.

· His eyes are ripped out, no more vision for his future, no more destiny.

It is the pattern that repeats over and over in lives.  I will not reiterate the departure of the spirit, but let me talk to you about the breakdown of your cover and the end of your strength and substance.

Blown Cover

To fulfill destiny we must have strength and covering.  The means to propel ourselves toward the fulfillment of purpose and the covering that protects us and holds everything together.

Covering - an essential element in every spiritual life.  Basically what I mean by covering is “under the authority of”.

To be under someone covering is to have yielded to them, and given them authority in your life.  

· Nations no longer able to defend themselves yield authority to a more powerful nation so that they can be covered by that nation.

· Refugees…

Your strength will never be enough to fulfill your purpose until you yield to the Lordship of Jesus Christ so that His covering can be over your life.

The reason so many Christians get their brains beat out in life and never fulfill their purpose is because their life is not yielded to the Lordship of Christ, consequently they are not under his covering, and Satan treats them with impunity.  He does not fear you, Satan fears the authority over you.  

· Seven sons of Seva

· Acts 19

· The devils recognized established authority.

· Jesus, Oh yeah…

· Paul, Yielded Lordship to Christ on the Damascus road.  

· But these guys?  As far as the devil could tell they were not subject to anyone, consequently not covered by anyone so the devil beat their brains out.  

Notice the symbiotic relationship between covering and strength, no covering no strength.

Too many Christians are walking around with a blown cover.  Not yielded to Christ, not yielded to established authority.   Wondering why they are getting blasted.

The skin covering holds everything together and in place.  There are a lot of people who can’t hold anything together.

· Not their career

· Not their finances

· Not their marriage

· Not their relationships

· Not their commitments

· Not their prayer life

· Etc, etc…

They will never hold anything together because they are not yielded to God given authority and consequently they have no covering.  

I am yielded to Christ first, Pastor Rigdon second. 

Strength Comes From Submission

I Corinthians 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

Why the weak, foolish, base things?  Because the only way they can accomplish anything is under the covering of God.

II Corinthians 12:10 when I am weak, then am I strong.
When I no longer rely on self but trust in God then I am strong.

II Corinthians 12:3  Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. 4  For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you.

The Prodigal
This is the story of the prodigal son in Luke 15.

· Rejected the authority of his father in his life.

· Walked out from the fathers covering, and his substance was wasted! (Luke 15:13)

· His life was utterly destroyed because he walked out from under the Fathers covering.

· He comes back and knowing the law in Deuteronomy 21 says that he is to be stoned.  Needing now to be covered just so his life can be spared.  The Father comes out and flings him to the ground and cast his body over that of his son.   The reason the father is willing to cover the son is because the son is now willing to be a servant.
Get Under Cover

· Quit hanging around dead people

· Get out of the boat (Mathew 14)

· There will come a time you will decide to either trust God or trust the boat.

· That time will come when it is darkest and scariest.

· You will decide to try your own strength and fail or yield yourself to the command of the master and fulfill your destiny.

· You are destined for more than riding out the storms of life in a rickety boat.

· You are destined for more than despair and destruction.

· You are destined for a greatness that allows you to stroll through the storms of life.

· The power to fulfill that destiny is in your being under the covering of Christ, being yielded to him.

