Restoration Of Destiny – Sermon 2

Ezekiel 37: 37:1  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 2  And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.  3  And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.

The first sermon of this series dealt with the fact that each individual has a God-given destiny.  Each person has a purpose in Christ and a purpose in life that far exceeds mere existence.  Each persons purpose in Christ exceeds salvation.  That (salvation)  is the doorway, the genesis, the beginning of everything Christ wants you to become.  But most people are satisfied to hang out in the doorway, and they never fulfill their purpose.  Destinies die, this sermon series is about the restoration of destiny, the restoration of a sense of purpose to a life.   We talked briefly about the fact that between you and your destiny there are some places you don’t want to walk.  A valley of bones, a cross, a desert place.  The beginning of restoration starts with confronting ourselves.

Israel had declared in the passage that their “hope” was dead.  The bleached bones that littered the valley floor were symbolic of a dead hope.  Hope here can be translated as a vision for ones future.  They were declaring that the bright, shining vision they had once possessed for their future was dead, it was gone.  Before God can restore destiny someone has to realize that they are without direction and lost.  God sets about to restore their hope, their vision for their future.  And he wants to do the same for you.

You need a sense of destiny about your life and about yourself.  You need to live with the ever-present knowledge that God has something magnificent for you to do.  Time and again it is this sense of destiny that elevates one person above the crowd.  You do not stumble into greatness.  Every great achiever in scripture walked with this vision of their future. 

· Paul

· John

· Joseph

· (All supernatural encounters)

I could give you dozens more that God gave them a vision of self that seared its way into their soul and propelled them to do greatness. 

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. When you possess this sense of destiny, when you are persuaded that there exist in the plan of God something greater for your life it will propel you more than ten tons of rocket fuel. 11  Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.  12  Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

There are three things that must happen to you in order for your destiny to become a driving force in your life.

1. You have to see it.

· Most people never do.  (Jerusalem missed the time of their visitation.)

2. You have to be persuaded of it.

· Your sense of purpose must become the overriding belief of your life.  

· Jesus declared at an early age that “I must be about my Fathers business”  then later, referring to the cross,  declared in flat certainty that “To this end was I born and for this cause came I into the world”.
· Are you that persuaded?  Do you know why you were born?

3. You have to embrace it. 

· It is one thing to know your destiny, it is another to embrace it.  Embracing your destiny involves risk, failure, and possibly loss.  It is no longer being driven by your own desires, but sacrificing them to a cause greater than yourself. 

· I suspect another reason many people do not achieve their God-given destiny in life is not because they don’t see it, or that they don’t believe it, but they do not want to accept it.  

· Even Christ prayed momentarily for the cup to pass from him.

· Jonah plunged into the bowels of a ship unwilling for a while to accept his destiny.

· Moses obfuscated and offered excuses.

Every person is at one of these four stages in life.  (1) You have not yet seen your destiny. (2) You have seen it, but don’t believe it. (3) You have rejected it. (4) You have seen it, believed it, embraced it, and are pursuing or living it!
God wants to place deep in your heart a burning image of what your life can be, of the significance and meaning He has planned for you if you are only willing to seek after it, believe it, and embrace it.  

Lesson Two: Why The Valley?
At the end of this passage there stands in this valley what the Bible calls  “an exceeding great army”.   Something powerful, strong, vital.  So why is it necessary to walk among the bones?  I cannot pretend to explain God, but I can tell you He loves to take that which is broken and declared useless by everybody else and make it something powerful and strong. 

· Samson looks around for something to defend himself with, and God, with a twinkle in His eye provides a dried up jawbone of a dead mule.  (WMD)

· II Corinthians 12:9 “for my strength is made perfect in weakness”.

When you encounter God in a spiritual dimension seeking your destiny the first thing He will bring you into contact with is the broken, hurt, destroyed, weak areas of your life.  And if you will pursue Him out of those ashes He will raise you up.  To take the discarded and cast off and accomplish great things seems to be among Gods greatest delights.  It has been preached repeatedly, but I don’t think it has ever been preached enough. 

· Out of darkness and chaos He created a world.

· Out of the almost dead bodies of Abraham and Sarah He gave birth to a nation.

· Over and over in scripture you read the story of barren women turning to God and giving birth to sons.  How many supposedly barren women are among the matriarchs of Israel?

· Took an irrational, stammering, stuttering, fearful Moses and sent him on a mission to walk Israel out of Egypt.

· Out of Bethleham-Ephrata, where it was declared that no good thing could emerge, came a savior.  

· An over-riding theme of the Bible is of broken people, discarded people, being used by God.

· Rahab the harlot.

· It is almost like a celestial joke, a source of delight for the Creator, to take the cast-offs and produce greatness.

· Out of a valley of dried bones He is going to produce an army.

· Out of a collection of lost hope, dead dreams, failed plans, broken lives, and rejected destinies God is going to restore a force that can change the world.  

Can I tell you God does not mind building His kingdom out the halt, the blind, the lame, the less than perfect?  It is my delight to inform you that God would just as soon use a prostitute as a doctor, a drug addict as a socialite, the mentally challenged as the Mensa member.  He does not mind dragging a murdered down in the middle of the Damascus road and making him into one of the greatest soul winners of all time.

There is are some reasons that restoration of destiny, a destiny of greatness starts in the valley of dried bones, in the valley of dead hope.

To Confront The Bones

When you begin to petition God about where He wants to fit you in His master design He will bring you to this valley floor.   It starts here, in the painful confrontations with failure and loss.  It has to start here.  It has to start here because it is about your image of self, and your future.  And the only way God can give you an accurate view of your future is with an accurate assessment of where you currently are.

· Maybe Ezekiel never really realized how undone Israel was until he was sat down in the valley.

· It is certainly true for Isaiah, Paul, and a host of others.

You see, the vision of your future is not nearly so enticing and attractive if you think everything is great where you are.  God wants you to see what He wants to make of you in light of what you really are.  This is where the over riding sense of destiny comes from.  When all of the sudden you realize, “Hey, I have not arrived after all”.  Then and only then is God able to talk to you about your future.  

Sitting on the side of the mountain life may not be so bad, removed from your dreams that you decided to stop dreaming life is ok.  But when you are suddenly face to face with them your life doesn’t look as appealing as it once did. 

· It is easy for David to sit on his throne thinking that everything is going along just fine, until the prophet shows up, and in a remarkable story shows David how low he has really sunk.  

· It is not until you come face to face with the bones that there is a burning need to change.  

· We would rather stuff the skeletons back in the closet and forget they are there, maybe that is why Jesus told us to go in there and pray.  

· It is easy to forget that some dreams once existed, when God sets out to restore your destiny He will put that dead skeleton of a dream back in your arms, let you hold it for awhile.  

· The confrontation of the bones has to happen so you will know what has been lost.  So that you can no longer go on living in the comfort that you have been.  

· In that moment God will let you see what could be while your still standing on what is:  Ezekiel sees a mighty army while standing among the bones.  God wants you to see where you really are and where you really could be, and what you really are and what you really could be.  God is not interested in pretense.  And the difference between the two will drive you further than any other motivational force.  

To Give You A Vision Of The Future

It is here God will show you how He sees you. 

· He shows Ezekiel a standing army.  He wants Ezekiel to see the potential.

· Gideon-Mighty Man of valour

· Moses

· Abraham – Father of many nations

· Jacob – Israel

· Simon-Peter

The world will always define you by your problem, God will always define you by your destiny.  
Why don’t you allow God to redefine you, let Him reshape how you think about yourself?  It is worth taking a walk down into the valley to see yourself as God sees you.

· He is the “I AM” existing in the eternal present.

· He calls that which is not as though it were –Romans 4:17

To Answer The Question

Once you really get a good look at the bones there is a second reason God wants you in the valley.  He has a question for you about the bones.  He has a question about your dead dreams, your lost hope, your lost vision of your future.  


Can These Bones Live?

From a secure comfortable place on the mountain the answer might be “Who cares?”  Things are fine here, what is the big deal whether dead bones live again.  But face to face with the fact that these are the dreams and destinies that could have propelled you to greatness all of the sudden this question is of paramount importance.  

· Can this marriage ever be what I once hoped?

· Have I totally disqualified myself from viable ministry?

· Will I ever find fulfillment or will I make do with existing?

Can these bones live?   These dead dreams? These lost hopes? These broken plans for my life?  Can they live?  That is the question and the only place you will seriously consider it is in the valley.

It is so important that this question be asked in the valley, face to face with the failures.  Because then we will have to be honest.  There is a reason God came to Moses on the backside of the desert where he lived in exile.  His attempt at working out his destiny ended in disaster and God came along with the same old dream.  But this time there is a different Moses.  And his response was that of Ezkiel.

Oh Lord God, Thou Knowest!

“I tried to work it our and made a mess of things.  If it is going to come to pass it will be because you do it.  

· If my marriage survives…

· If my life finds significance…

· If my children grow up right…

· If I leave a mark for the good on my world…

· If I exit this life with any meaningful acheivment…

It will only happen because God had the plan and helped me to follow it.  It will only happen because of Him.   

There was a time when I thought I could make it happen.  But now, holding dry dusty bones I have to say, if it happens it will be because you do it.  

God wants us in a place of total dependence on Him.

