Restoration Of Destiny
Ezekiel 37:1  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 2  And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. 3  And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. 4  Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5  Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: 6  And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 7  So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 8  And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. 9  Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 10  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 11  Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope Vision for our future is lost: we are cut off for our parts.  12  Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.  Fulfillment of destiny 13  And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves,  14  And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD.

· Series on destiny

· Not sure I will get into text tonight

· God taking this church to the fulfillment of our destiny, that only happens as individual destinies are fulfilled.  If the church comes into it’s own it will be because the individual members come into their own.  

· The basic premise of all that I am going to say to you during this series of discourses is simply that everyone has a God-given destiny, most people never fulfill it, rather they let it die, what needs to happen in order for our sense of destiny to be restored and what the challenges are between where we are and the fulfillment of our destiny. 

Most people do not fulfill their ultimate destiny in life.   Most people fall woefully short.  We trade in dreams for security, passion for stability.  We are ready to live with the question of  “What if…?”   rather than live with risk and possible failure.  Most people love a sure thing.   That is why most people do not fulfill their God-given destinies in life.   There are a lot of reasons for this.

· Destiny is not an easy thing, it is not readily evident.  It comes to you after much searching and usually some degree of failure.  It is a hidden thing that must be discovered.  At the end of his life the great Apostle Paul had this to say: Phillipians 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, This written near the close of Pauls life and yet he is still striving, reaching.. but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. He is saying Christ took hold of me for a purpose, there was a reason He called me, a reason He saved me, A reason He brought me to him…That for which Christ took hold of me.  Let me ask you a question, do you know what “that for which Christ took hold of you is”? Do you know the purpose beyond salvation He has for you?  Is the main thrust of your faith staying saved or discovering your purpose and destiny? 13  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. I haven’t got there yet but I at least know what it is enough to chase after it…15  All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. The mark of Christian maturity is understanding I have a God-given destiny and purpose in life. 
· It comes with a price tag.  A cross.   True God-given destiny and the achievement of greatness in your life will never just come to you, it will not just fall in your lap.   It will come with a price tag attached and you will pay the price.  Matthew 20: 20  Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 21  And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 22  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? These things, greatness in my kingdom has a price attached to it… They say unto him, We are able. 23  And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give,  That kind of destiny is not just given, you must pursue it and get it for yourself.                                  

· People are too comfortable in their current situation. It is hard to be passionately pursuing your destiny if you are entirely satisfied where you are.  We have made the definition of success to easily attainable.  Too often we equate survival with success.  Whenever that happens we wind up with less than God destined us for.           – Hezekiah (II Kings 18) He was destined to be one of the great kings of Judah.  As a young man, twenty-five years old, he  started a national revival by ripping down the altars of the idol Gods.  As he determined that Gods people would fulfill the purpose that God had placed on them the kingdom began to prosper.  He threw off the oppression of the tyrant king of Assyria that had plagued Judah for so long.  The Bible says he rebelled against him.  RIFF His kingdom grew wealthy.  His power grew.  He reached a certain level of comfort and apparently the drive and desire burned out.  And it was then that Sennacherib laid siege to the cities and all Hezekiah could think of was survival. Apparently you reach a level where it seems easier to cut a deal than to fight.  You fight in the beginning because you have nothing to lose.   Before it was over he stripped the temple of all the gold and silver to appease Sennacherib, trying to cut a deal that would allow them to survive.  He said, we will take whatever you put on us if you will just let us live.  All he could see was survival.  God has destined more than survival for you.  But you must redefine what you’re willing to tolerate and what you’re willing to settle for.  You will lose everything trying to survive.  It happens every time.  Prevent defense never works.  You only hope is to get aggressive and start pursuing your destiny.  
-Sheep (Psalm 23)  Leadeth and Guideth. Always making the sheep move so that they don’t poison themselves.

-Peter on the Mount of Transfiguration.  If you stay you never fulfill the purpose and destiny.  For some of us our success is our own worst enemy.  

· Deuteronomy 32:11 was the basis for the old time gospel song “as an eagle stirreth her nest so that her young can have no rest God in His own mysterious was stirs up His people to watch and pray”.  

· Be stirred or dream bigger dreams. 
· It is rarely people walking through hell every day of their life that have forgotten their destiny, usually that is all they have to live for.  
There are some definite reasons Israel’s hope, their vision for their future came to be a pile of rotting dry bones in a valley.  They could not see their destiny clearly, it was too remote.  They were not willing to cough up the price tag attached.  So now God wants to begin the restoration of their destiny.  But there is a process that restoration involves.  It is that process I want to talk to you about.  It was that process God wanted to talk to Ezekiel about.  

Lesson One: By Way Of The Valley
Verse One: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 2  And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.
Restoration of destiny always involves a trip to the valley, to place where you do not want to go where you will confront things you would rather ignore and deny they exist.  

God took Ezekiel in the spirit to the valley.  Spiritual encounters are not primarily about euphoria, they are primarily about growth.  Growth involves confrontation.  Before the hope of Israel is restored someone has to walk into the valley and see that it is full of dry bones and admit that something has gone horribly wrong.  It was the spirit that took him there.   This is what no one wants totalk about…the fact that the spirit will lead you into a valley, or out into a desert, or through some trial, or into some dark place, so that you will confront whatever it is that stands between you and the fulfillment of your destiny.  

Here is the principle, between you and your destiny there is a valley or a desert, or some other place you don’t want to go.
When you start praying for the fulfillment of your destiny just be prepared to be sat down in the valley.  Be prepared to be confronted with dry bones.  Be prepared to learn a few things about yourself and confront some things you may not want to deal with.  

· Between Israel and the fulfillment of their promised destiny was one of the nastiest deserts in the world.

· It is not the crossing of the Jordan into Canaan that begins the fulfillment of your destiny.  It is the crossing of the Red Sea into the desert.  That is where you launch yourself on a quest for your destiny.

· It is there you become the man and the woman that God intends for you to become.

· The great revivalist of scripture all came walking into their destiny from the backside of a scorched desert place, Moses, Elijah,  John the Baptist, Jesus.  

· Demand of the desert, there you learn to trust God or die.  Pursuing your destiny means letting go of everything you have faith in except for God.

· Hebrews 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

· Christ looked at the possibility of salvation for mankind, redemption for His beloved creation, and understood that standing between me and destiny is a cross.  And I will never be on this side of the cross what I will be on the other side of the cross.  I do not know what challenges you but I can say emphatically that you will never be the person you could be on this side of your personal cross.  

· Often the fulfillment of destiny requires death.  

This is a principle I could give you examples of time and time again.  Your Bible is replete with them.  

· Between Joseph’s dreams and their fulfillment is a pit, and a prison, and  Potiphars wife.  And your destiny will not come easy, it will not come cheap, it will not come without attacks and attempts to derail and distract you.  

Better get willing for the Spirit to take you to the valley, for Jesus to lead you out into the desert. 

