Every This Needs A That 
Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.  14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

Let’s be honest.  Faith in God, following God, walking with God, can seem very strange. 
Prayer is strange.  We talk to an invisible entity that does not talk back. If you remove that act from the context of faith people would just call you crazy.   If you think people look at you strangely for talking to an invisible entity, watch how strange they look at you when you tell them He talked back…

Faith can be strange.  All of our hope is wrapped up in something that cannot be empirically, scientifically proven to be real.   

· The just shall live by faith….

· Without faith it is impossible to please God…

· Through faith we understand the worlds were framed by the word of God…

And based on faith in something that cannot be proven, we determine to live by values that are at odds with the world around us.  We determine values, decide on our life destiny, make monumental choices, based…on…faith…in….something…we…cannot….prove.  And we are not the firsts to do so…  Hebrews 11  talks about those who…

Hebrews 11:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:  
They endured all of that, because they decided to believe in God.  And they never received, in this lifetime, that which they sought.  

Prayer can be strange.

Faith in God can be strange. 

Worshipping God can seem strange.  We are singing to a God we have never seen.  Clapping our hands, shouting with passion over what we choose to believe and invisible God has done.  

Following God can be strange and can lead to some strange behavior.  

David danced before the ark of the covenant of God.  This ark represented the manifest presence of God.   And he stripped of his royal robes, and worked himself into a sweat, and his wife ridiculed him because what he was doing was nonsensical and she considered it beneath the dignity of a king.  It is easy, from the vantage point of a lifetime in a spirit filled ministry, to ridicule her, but put yourself in her shoes, having never seen anything like that before, and ask your self how you would react.  
Had she lived in 2007 she would have said that is just weird, and it makes no sense, you cannot prove that God is in that box, you are not being logical, and what you are doing is crazy.  

Getting passionate about God, following God, living for God, saving faith in God can lead to some strange stuff.  Look at the Biblical record alone… (I am sorry, that is just strange)
A king strips naked and dances before a box.
People stand in a coliseum singing praises to an invisible God as flames exterminate their lives, lions rip them to shreds, and heartless soldiers crucify them in a mocker of their Savior. 

Men give away the accumulated wealth of successive generations to follow a teacher down a beach, when he summons them with a cryptic call, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men”.
The Apostle Paul, one of the most brilliant intellects in history, decides to, in his own words, suffer the loss of all things, be beaten repeatedly, turn away from all that was at his fingertips to preach Jesus Christ. 

Three Hebrew boys decide they will be tossed into a roaring inferno out of loyalty to a God they have never seen, before they will worship a god they can see.  (We believe…but if not…it could be that we die here)
A prophet opens his window and prays, knowing it will cost him a trip into a den of hungry lions, with no hope that God will shut the lions mouths.  
And all of this strangeness is before God even gets rolling with what He wants to do.  Then it can get really strange.  
If you think it is hard to explain your worship, try explaining how you act when you know God’s spirit invades your being.  
Look at our text for a little example of what I am talking about.  Before we get to the story, a little backstory. 

· The leader of a very small group is executed by authorities.

· A few people in the group claim to have seen their leader, resurrected, after he had been buried. 

· They claim he told them to go to Jerusalem, and hang out in one room until a sign from heaven came. 

· They hang out there for (_____) days.  

That is just strange stuff, but then God shows up and it gets really weird.  First of all there is this roaring noise, like a jet engine, it blast into the place where they have been hanging out.  Then there are what appears to be flames hovering over them.   Then they all start speaking different languages, that none of them knew, some intelligible, others not, explain…this.  They erupt out of the house, about nine in the morning, and stagger into the streets, worshipping God, (Not quietly…in a way that was identifiable)  acting in such a way that people assumed they were drunk, to the point it had to be pointed out that they were not, in fact drunk. 
People are standing around going…

This is weird…
This doesn’t make any sense…

This is crazy…
This is irrational…

This is not right…
Peter steps up and makes a statement that needs to get burned into your cranium and soul.  Peter makes a statement that you need be able to make every time someone points to your faith and says, “What is this?”  Peter makes a statement that the church HAS to be able to say about EVERY thing we do. 

THIS IS THAT…

He was able to flip back through the pages of scripture, reach back to a prophet that spoke 500 years earlier, he was able to put his finger right down in scripture and say…

This….what we are doing right now

Is;

That….what scripture said would and should happen.  

What will make our faith and the living out of our faith, impervious to the charge that it is stupid, and waste of time, and ignorant, is if every time someone asks, What is this?  Why do you do this?  We are able to pick up the Word of God and respond, because of THAT, right there.  

Every THIS needs a THAT. 

Every practice of the church…
Every expression of our faith…

All we do for God and in the name of God…
…needs a foundation in the word of God.  

Every THIS needs a THAT

When they said this is crazy, this is ridiculous, Peter was able to say, no, actually, this is that that Joel prophesied hundreds of years ago.  

I come to tell you today, that in your living for God, in your worship to God, in your giving to God, in all that you do, you have a foundation.  It is not the custom of men, it is not our own little brand of an obscure belief system.  But when we worship, when we pray, when we minister, when operate in gifts of the spirit, we are able to look back and say, this is that which was prophesied, this is that which was commanded by the OT writers, this is that which was taught by the apostles.  
Every THIS needs a THAT

Some things we do not do, not because they are bad or wrong, we just don’t have a that to back it up with. We will always be asked about every this.  Why do we do, teach, preach, sing, like this?  I want you to be confident in your faith, and in the expression of your faith.  I want your kids to know that the Christianity that is the foundation of their life is rooted and grounded like I preached last week.  That this is not just how we do it at our church, but this is that.  
In Joshua 4 Joshua commanded a monument to be built of stones to commemorate the crossing of the Jordan.  He said your children are going to ask you, what meaneth this, and when they do you need to be able to tell them what it is all about.  Give them a that.  

I am going to get to some specifics in a moment, but first let me tell you, there is a danger in doing this, when you don’t have a that.  

Inadequate That
That is how we have always done it….is not good enough.

That is how Pastor wants it done…is not good enough. 

That is how I am comfortable…is not good enough.

When you are asked, why you do this, you need to be able to open the Word of God and say because of THAT RIGHT THERE. 

Anything else is an inadequate that. 

Saul was supposed to utterly destroy the Amalekites.  This was the commandment of God.   Yet he decided to spare the best of the livestock and King Agag.  Then the prophet showed up. 

When you make decisions in life you best have you a that to back it up with.  Because someone, and it may be God, is going to ask you, why are you doing this?

I Samuel 15:4 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?
And every “that” which Saul offered up was deemed inadequate, and because of his disobedience his kingdom was stripped from him.  

This biggest reason he offered was God was taking to long.  In other words, it seemed I could get Gods work done better, more efficiently, even though I didn’t do it exactly how He said He wanted it. 

There is a lot of stuff I would like to preach and like to do, but I don’t have “that” which allows me to do it.  And neither do a lot of con artist passing themselves off for preachers.   They have the people of God involved in a lot of “this” which they do not have a “that”.  

I know you have to preach the whole word of God, you cannot by pass a word.  But Revelation 22:18  says that anyone that adds to the book will be cursed.  

Why don’t we just have people shake a preachers hand to get saved…

Why don’t we preach this message that is all about people getting wealthy…

Why don’t we allow same sex marriages…

Why don’t we do this, and this, and this…because we don’t have a “that” which will allow us to, and every this needs a that.  And as soon as we start doing “this” someone, our kids, maybe even God is going to show up and ask, why are you doing this…

Saul’s “that” – I thought that was the best way to do it, was inadequate. 

Eve ate forbidden fruit and then God shows up…
Genesis 3: 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
Her “that” was well…someone else tricked me…  Someone deceived me…

· Prove all things…

· Search out your own salvation with fear and trembling…
· In the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established…
Who told you?  (RIFF)

Adequate That
John the Baptist – I am that voice crying in the wilderness…
Jesus - Luke 14:16-21 
Peter – Acts 2

Paul – Law was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ..

The entire ministry of the NT was validated, every ministry validated their “this”  with a “that”. 
Without a “that” your “this” is just wacky and silly and strange and subject to any and all criticism.  There are a lot of strange ministries out there, there are all kinds of alleged spiritual voices, you better make sure before you receive a “this” it has a “that”

The goal of this ministry is to empower you in your walk of faith by giving you a “that” for all you do in your walk with God.  So that when your kids ask, your friends ask, your critics ask, why you do this, you will be able to say, this is that.

When your friends, your kids, your critics, ask why don’t you do this, you will be able to say, I don’t have a “that” which allows me to.  

Not…my church preaches…but…we don’t have a “that” for it.  

Why do we worship like this?

Not simply because this is our tradition, not simply because this is the “style” we enjoy, not simply because “this” is how we have always done it.

Because we have a lot of “that” which tells us to worship this way.

· Clap your hands all ye people and shout to the Lord with a voice of triumph.

· Come before the Lord with singing…
· Let everything that hath breath….praise the Lord…
· Praise Him in the dance…

We have “that” which not only allows…but commands us to worship God like this. 

· Give unto the Lord the glory due His name…

Why do we worship and pray in the Spirit?  Because we have “that”…
- Sing unto the Lord with psalms hymns and spiritual songs. 
Why do we live sanctified lives? ?  Because we have “that”…

- Come out from among them and be ye holy for I am holy.  You are a royal generation, and holy priesthood…
Why do we preach a Gospel of radical transformation? Because we have “that”…

- If any man be in Christ he is a new creature…
Why do we pray for the sick to be healed? ?  Because we have “that”…

- If there are any sick among you let them call for the elders of the church to lay hands on them and the prayer of faith shall save the sick.
Why do we honor God with our finances? ?  Because we have “that”…

- Honor the Lord with the firstfruits of thy increase
- Give and it shall be given unto you…
- Bring your tithes into 
Why do we speak with other tongues? ?  Because we have “that”…

· This is the rest wherewith I shall cause the weary to rest and this is the refreshing…
· In the last days sayeth the Lord, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh, your sons and your daughters shall prophecy.

· And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other tongues
Why do we operated in the gifts of the Spirit?  ?  Because we have “that”…

· Forbid not to prophecy…

· Covet earnestly the best gifts…
Why do we baptize people by immersion, for the remission of sins, in the name of the Lord Jesus? ?  Because we have “that”…

· Be baptized everyone of you in the name of the Lord Jesus..

Why do we come and talk to God each and every time we come into His presence?

· Come boldly before the throne of grace in hour of need?

· Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest for your soul…

· If any man thirst let him come and drink of the waters of life freely…

