Do You Want To Go Home?

The dialogue you are about to hear is between Jesus and His disciples.  They have just shared the Last Supper prior to Christ’s trial and crucifixion.  They had just witnessed the exposure of Judas as the betrayer.  Judas left and Jesus began to speak.

John 14:33  "My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 36  Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 37  Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you." 38  Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 14:1  "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God ; trust also in me. 2  In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4  You know the way to the place where I am going." 5  Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.

Jesus spoke to disciples who were soon to be frightened, confused, scattered, and persecuted.  He had tried over and over to tell them of what was to come, that He would be tried, crucified, and rise triumphantly on the third day.  But they never really got the message; they never understood what He was trying to convey.  You get a sense of this even in this conversation.  There was no way to prepare these men for what was to come.  Even after His resurrection, for those who carried His message there would be little but pain and persecution.  Of the eleven men He spoke to only one would die of natural causes.   The rest would die painfully and horrifically, a martyr for their faith and the gospel.  What do you say to people entering into the worst confusion, pain, and terror of their life?  Jesus, at this moment, speaks of a thing central to the Christian faith, something that in our quest for blessing here on earth we tend to shove aside, He tells them and us about heaven.  He starts talking about a better place that He is preparing.  A place He is coming back to take us to.  I read from the NIV because I wanted the clarity, but I love the poetic flow of the KJV.

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

He told them about heaven, about their eternal home.  It was something talked about a lot in the early church.  The early church was primarily poor people, persecuted people, and powerless people.  So they talked a lot about heaven.  A place where they would never know want, never know persecution, and never know fear.   It was a powerful thing for Christians huddled in caves, skulking in catacombs, and constantly facing death.  Maybe heaven has lost its prevalence in Christian thought and preaching because our lives are so much better now.  Every time I preach on heaven I feel like I am resurrecting a lost doctrine of the church.  Maybe it is the sight of immovable monuments being reduced to rubble but all of the sudden I find myself thinking about heaven.  

Basically the only time I hear about heaven now is at funerals.   That is so ridiculous.  Heaven is not to help us deal with death; heaven is to help us deal with life.  It is a hope that no matter how bad it gets the day is coming when all will be well, wrongs will be made right, injustice will be no more, and pain will come to an end.  That New Testament church kept heaven in the forefront of their thinking, and maintained it in their sermons not so they could deal with the grief of death, but so that they would not be overcome by the pain of life.  Anybody that has lived knows that sometimes living is harder than dying, and you need the greatest weapons not to deal with death but to deal with life.   And the early church took this promise of heaven, a better life after this one, and used it to deal with life.  

Jesus told a group of disciples that were about to be blasted by fear, doubt, and persecution.  “Just know this, there is a better place and that is where you are going.”

 To the church at Thessalonica that was being crushed by religious persecution Paul wrote.

I Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, (He said He was coming back) with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Again when our Lord was telling us just how bad it would get he gave us this admonition:

Luke 21: 25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26  Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28  And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

When it gets really bad you need to tear your eyes away from the images of horror and grief and start looking for your promise, start looking for your ride out of here.  

Peter wrote to the early church, telling them what kind of people they should be.

II Peter 2:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

I have come to this place to enact a long tradition of our faith.  In a troubled time I want to turn your eyes away from fear, destruction, heartache, and pain.  I want to turn your eyes to our heavenly home, our eternal destiny, heaven.  

Heaven Is Your Home
Let me tell you unequivocally that heaven is your home.  Not this place. Jesus declared it very plainly when He stood in Pilots’ hall. 

John 18: 36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world:

John 14: 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Jesus said we are destined to be where He is.

Revelation 4:1  After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be hereafter. 2  And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 3  And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 4  And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. 5  And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 6  

That is where we are going, Jesus said that where He is we shall be.  That is our destiny, not any place on this spinning globe.

I Want To Go Home Because…
Faith In This Life Is Not Enough
I have heard people say that they need no threat of hell or promise of heaven to serve Jesus.   Can I confess to you that I don’t know if I can say that?  There are things that happen in life that tax my faith in God.  There are things that even through the lens of faith I still don’t understand.  I wish I had the surety and faith of some, but I guess I just don’t.  

It doesn’t always work out.
It does not always get better. Sometimes it gets worse.

Good does not always triumph over evil in this life.
Justice is not always served in this life.

Some prayers go seemingly unanswered.
Bad stuff happens to good people and good stuff happens to bad people.

Sometime things not only do not work out, they don’t even make sense.
I wish I could come to you from the perspective of absolute unquestioning faith in God.   But I more readily identify with Peter when he told Jesus, “We are not leaving, an part of the reason is…we wouldn’t know where else to go.”  John 6:68

If I try to confine my faith to this life it will never make sense. I am not alone in this.  

I Corinthians 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. (Faith preachers try to confine hope in Christ to this life….hope for a new car, new job, etc…)

Please notice Paul did not say it is futile to have hope in this life only….He said it is futile to confine your hope in Christ to this life.   Your hope in Christ has to extend beyond the parameters of the world you live in and reach into the world you are destined for, only then does it become powerful.  

I want to go home.  Faith in Christ confined to the issues of this life is not enough.   I want to go on into the next one.  

There Is So Much Better Than Here
Revelation 21:1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

21:10  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11  Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12  And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13  On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.

14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

18  And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19  And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20  The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 22  And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 22:1  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3  And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4  And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5  And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 6  And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.

Here they are blowing up buildings and spewing hate.
Here I am afraid to let my child play in my own backyard.

Here some live in opulent luxury while blocks away others starve.
Here evil is applauded and righteousness ridiculed.

Here everything I work for starts to crumble as soon as I get it. 

Here luxury is the exclusive domain of the privileged. 

Here is uncertainty, frustration, disappointment, and fear.
I want to go home because there is so much better than here.  Some of you that have it pretty good do not relate to what I am saying.  But some know all to well what I mean.  It is no accident that most of the hymns about heaven that have endured were not written by erudite Bible scholars, but by slaves with scorched skin and bent backs laboring in fields.  “Swing low sweet chariot, swing low, coming for to carry me home”.  They sang understanding that there is so much better than here. 

There is a comforting Father.
There is everlasting peace.

There is a river of living water, Gods presence. (Don’t want to leave this presence to the reality of…You are not going to have to, that presence will be your total reality).
There is a total absence of darkness.

There is no bad thing that defileth. 

I Am So Tired Of Walking
When I was 11 years of age my family moved to Buenos Aires, Argentina.  A vast city of 12 million people.  We had barely been there two weeks, I spoke very little of the language and understood even less.  To get to school my mom would take me to a bus stop twenty minutes from the house, and I would ride a bus almost two hours to get to school.  One morning I got on the bus only to discover I had forgotten my money.  I walked for hours to get home.  Wandered down narrow twisted streets.   Could not call because the public phones took tokens.  Lost, I walked and walked, for long frustrating, frightening hours.  Up and down streets desperately looking for some familiar sign, at 5:00 in the pm, after walking for 11 hours I heard a voice shout, “Chico, queres venir a tu casa?”.  

I want to go home because I am so tired of walking.  I know some people are just cruising through life, but some of us are footsore and weary.

I am tired of questions for which there are no answers.

I am tired of dilemmas that have no solution.
I am tired of injustice that has no resolution.

I am weary of the grinding pain that a large portion of humanity exist in.
My own crosses have gotten heavier than I ever imagined they could.  

I am tired of the running battle I have with sin, temptation, and myself.
I want to go home because I am tired of walking.  

How Can I Get Home
· Live Jesus

· Ephesians 1:14 Downpayment

Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14  For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15  And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. 16  But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
