Distance

Psalm 22:10  I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly. 11  Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help. 12  Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 13  They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 14  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 15  My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 

16  For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 17  I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 18  They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 19  But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me.

Psalm 35:22b: O LORD, be not far from me.
Psalm 38: 21  Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me.
Psalm 71:12 O God, be not far from me: O my God, make haste for my help.

Anybody ever feel as though God were far from you?  Obviously the Psalmist thought it a possibility for five times He implores God to not be far from him.  I don’t know about you, but I want to be close to God.  I want to be as close as possible.  Close to God is where you want to be. 

Psalm 16:11 In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
I Chronicles 16:27 Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place.

II Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
According to Psalm 91, in the shadow of the Almighty there is refuge and deliverance. 

Psalm 84:10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Close to God is where it is.  Close to God is the place to be.  I can understand why David does not want God to be far from Him.  But out of Davids’ repeated cry arises two questions that must be answered if I am to draw close to Him.  

1. What creates distance between God and us?

2. How do I get close to Him?

In answering one we will answer the other.  When you understand what separates and creates distance between us and God you will know what you have to do to reduce that distance and get close to Him. 

Distance Comes From…
You Are Not Separated By Geography
When David says, “Be not far from me” he is not referring to geographical distance.  It is impossible to be geographically far from God.  It is just not feasible.  It is not possible because God is everywhere.  God contains the universe.  You cannot remove yourself from God geographically.  

Psalm 139: 7  Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8  If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in hell, you are there. 9  If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10  even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 11  If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me," 12  even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.

We are not talking geographical distance.  That is why it is so ludicrous for people to run around the country trying to get in the manifest presence of God.  They go to meetings and conferences hoping to find themselves in an unparalleled dimension of Gods’ presence. (Amos 4 – Running to the rain) We’ve got more people chasing the God Chaser than we’ve got people chasing God.  As though there will be more of God at some other geographical locale.  You are not separated from God by geography!  

You Are Not Separated By Doctrine.
People jump from one doctrinal persuasion to another thinking that the right doctrine will lead them into deep intimacy with God.  Without discounting the importance of “rightly dividing the word” let me assure you that doctrine or wrong doctrine is not the primary reason for that God is far from us.  

John 5:39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40  yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (NIV)

II Corinthians 3:6  He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant--not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Paul goes on to call the ministry of the law a ministry of death.  It is possible to possess an intimate knowledge of scripture, and be far from God.  You are not separated from God by doctrine.  I know people that agree with me in doctrine, but in my estimation are far from God.  I know people that I disagree with profoundly when it comes to doctrine, but I perceive that they are closer to God than I.

I know some of you are gagging on that a little bit.  Please remember Paul stood on the acropolis of Mars hill before a long line of temples to pagan Gods.  He spoke to the idol worshipping people and told them they had been created and placed where they are for this reason:

Acts 17:27 God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; (NIV)
He is not talking to Jesus-Name, Tongue-Talking, Blood-Bought believers.  He is talking to idol-worshipping pagans.  And he says God is not far from us.  We are not separated by doctrine!  We are separated from each other by doctrine, but not from God.  

The Space Between 

Where does this distance come from then? How is it a person can find themselves “far from God”?  Let me explain it this way.  I love my wife.  But we have been known to disagree.  I have acted like a jerk.  And there have been moments when I have been seated 5 inches from my wife, and yet have been far from her.  I have crawled into my warm bed with her lying next to me, and felt as cold and lonely as though I were asleep on the Arctic ice shelf.  The distance between us has nothing to do with geography and has everything to do with our relationship.  

Geography or doctrine does not separate you from God.  The distance is in your relationship with Him.  If you feel far from God going to hear your favorite preacher, embarking on a 40 day fast, or praying for 18 hours a day probably will not change it.  There is something awry in your relationship.  

Worship in this house will not make you close to God if something is wrong in your relationship. Trust me I know.  If I have hurt my wife, all the gifts, declarations of love, and chores around the house will not close the breach, it will not reduce the distance between us.  Nothing will draw us close until I make right what was wrong. 

Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.
The distance is not on a map or in a doctrine; it is in your heart.  You can be standing in this place, lifting your voice in praise unto God and be far from Him.  And by the way, God is not far from you; you are far from God.  

Sin Is The Separator
What Separates Us
What separates us?  Why sin of course.  But that is too simplistic an answer.  Most of us do not even understand what sin is.  Wake your neighbor up I am about to drop some revelation on you.   I have heard that sin is when the law of God is violated.  Some of us would like that.  Because then sin is reduced to a simple list of do’s and don’ts.  It is a bit more complicated than that.   I know that is not all there is to it because I know people that adhere to every little rule and still feel far from God.  (RYR)  There are people that live a whole lifetime of conformity to rules and still have that void in their soul.  

Isaiah 29:13  The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men. (NIV)

Sin is more than a violation of a list of rules.  
Sin is anything not like God.  Sin is the separator, and it is anything not like God.  Original sin was disobedience to the command of God, but the result was that Adam and Eve were no longer like God and were therefore expelled from His presence.  It was not their action that separated them from God, it was the resultant condition that they were left in.  It is not that God got torqued off and booted them out of the Garden.  It was that their condition was no longer acceptable to God.   Sin is any part of us not like God. 

What separates us from God is not so much what we do as what we are. 

Why Sin Separates Us
To understand why sin separates us you must understand the nature of God.  God is the utmost manifestation of perfection, God is Holy.  God is perfect, what’s more perfection is God.

Leviticus 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy:

Titus 1:2 God cannot lie.

Deuteronomy32:3 I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.

Here is the thing you must understand.  God is so perfect anything less than Himself cannot access Him.  He does not like anything less than Himself. 

That’s why He booted Satan out of Heaven.  

This is why he booted Adam and Eve out of the Garden.  (They felt immediate fear in His presence after the fall.

That’s why He told Israel, and again in the NT, you be holy, because I am.
This is why Revelation 21:27 teaches that in Heaven, the eternal residing place of Gods’ Holy manifest presence anything that defiles or causes abomination cannot enter.

  If we are going to get close to God we are going to have to become like God.  God is perfect and really does not care for anything less than that.  You think I am kidding you?

Leviticus 21: 16  The LORD said to Moses, 17  "Say to Aaron: 'For the generations to come none of your descendants who has a defect may come near to offer the food of his God. 18  No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; 19  no man with a crippled foot or hand, 20  or who is hunchbacked or dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or running sores. 21  No descendant of Aaron the priest who has any defect is to come near to present the offerings made to the LORD by fire. He has a defect; he must not come near to offer the food of his God. 22  He may eat the most holy food of his God, as well as the holy food; 23  yet because of his defect, he must not go near the curtain or approach the altar, and so desecrate my sanctuary. I am the LORD, who makes them holy.'"

Perfection or resemblance and likeness to God determine proximity to God.   God is perfect.  How do we draw near?  What creates distance?  

The more perfect, or like God, we are the closer we can get.  The less perfect, or like God we are the further we are from Him.  

Quite simply God cannot be accessed by anything less than perfection.  It has nothing to do with God being capricious or cruel.  It is simply His nature.  The very definition of Holy means to be inaccessible and cut off.  Anything less than Himself just cannot access Him.   Think fire and ice.  One cannot exist in the presence of the other.  It will be evaporated and annihilated.  

Exodus 33:18  And Moses said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory. 19  And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20  And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.  

In II Samuel 6 God killed Uzzah for casually touching the ark that represented His presence.  It was not viscous cruelty on the part of God.  It is ice being thrown into a raging fire.  No way is it going to end well.    

Getting Close Getting Clean
Because God only embraces that which is like Himself the only way to get close is to become like Him.  That is why the whole goal of Christianity is not to have this separatists lifestyle, it is to become Christ-like.  Because the more like Him we become the closer we can get too Him.  

Galations 4:19 Let Christ be formed in you.
Romans 8:29 We are predestined to be conformed to the image of Christ.

I Corithinthians 15:49 As we have borne the image of the earthly man we are to bear the image of the heavenly man, Christ Jesus.
Romans 12:2 We are to not be conformed to this world, but transformed.

Galations 3:7 …put on Christ
Ephesians 4:13 We are to come to perfection, defined as the measure of the stature of Christ.

II Corithians 3:18 We are changed into the image of God by the Spirit of God. 

I Corinthians 15:52 / I John 3:2 We shall all be changed, we shall be like Christ. (After a lifetime of living righteous…we are still not acceptable..we must be changed…so we can be accepted.)

The overwhelming message of the NT is that we become like Christ.  The purpose of this is to allow us to get close to God.  Distance between God and us is not measured in geography or doctrine.   It is measured in resemblance.  This is why there will be people who work in the Name of Christ but in the last day God will tell them to “depart” from Him.  There is nothing left in them that is like God.  Even though we are stained by original sin we all bear His likeness, and that is why He is drawn to us.  The more we are like Him the more He is drawn to us.  A person is totally removed from the love of God when there is nothing left in them like God. 

The Deal With Daddy God
This needs to be understood by the body of Christ.  I heard a preacher recently describing God as His “daddy”.  And likening the relationship between God and man as that of a father and His child.  And while that metaphor is in some ways apt we need a little understanding.  He talked about  “just crawling up in daddys’ lap and loving on Him”.   That sounds great, but lets not forget we are dealing with a Holy God who is a consuming fire.  (Hebrews 12:29) 

· I love my kids, I love for them to crawl in my lap and love on me.  But not when they are stinky.

· Sometimes I want to hold them but the stench keeps me away.  Because I reject their stench does not mean I reject them.

· Lets lose this idea that “Daddy just loves me the way I am…”

· I clean them when their stench does not even bother them.  It bothers me.
· I clean them, even when they don’t think they need cleaning, because I want to hold them in my lap.
· If they make a mess again I will clean them again, as many times as it takes. 
· God does not command that you clean your life up because He is a cosmic killjoy.  He does it because He longs to be with you and your sinfulness is intolerable to Him.
I John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
· Sometimes I don’t notice the stench until they are close.  That’s why when you start to draw close to God there is sometimes some discomfort.  That is not God rejecting you.  That is God telling you there is something that needs cleansing so you can get even closer.  

· Sometimes God is reaching for you and gagging.  Let Him cleanse you so you can get close.

