Desolate spot research

He is weak willed (influenced by his mother)
Almost get the sense he is a bit of a disappointment to dad.

He is a liar, cheater, and a coward. 

Almost everything he tries explodes in his face. 

When is a hollowed-out, well-worn, foot-long hunk of wood worth 3.5 million dollars? 
When it's a hunk of wood that was carved into a violin 267 years ago by the renowned violin maker Guarneri del Gesu. 
3.5 million dollars was the extraordinary value settled upon by the tiny cadre of great violin collectors when violinist Robert McDuffie put together a consortium of investors to purchase one of del Gesus’ almost mythically great instruments. The consortium has been assured that when the instrument is resold in 21 years, its value will be in the neighborhood of 24 million. Not a bad return on a 3.5 million investment. 

Obviously the value of this, and other great violins, is not determined by any one factor. The value of the violin is not its age, not the quality of the tone it produces, not even the fact that it's one of only 150 or so del Gesu violins officially authenticated. 
The value of McDuffie’s violin, and of some of the other great del Gesu and Stradivarius instruments, is determined by an ephemeral and ever-changing configuration of factors. Any one of those factors may change at any time and radically alter one of these great instrument’s value. Investment researcher Jon Gertner, writing for collectors on the investment value of rare violins, warns about Five Violin Lessons that work together to determine the market value of these instruments (This Violin Is Worth $3.5 Million: Why?; Money June 2002, 148): 

1. Age and rarity are not the source of value. 

2. Brand name matters, whether it’s a stock, a school district, or a 17th century violin. 

3. Value can change in an instant, without warning. 

4. Value is shaped by perception–and perception is not free of personal prejudice. 

5. When the world changes, the value of an object may change–even if the object itself remains exactly the same. 
Art collectors have always counted on Lesson #3. Any serious collector stockpiles works by respected, noted living artists knowing full well that the moment that living artist becomes a dead artist, the value of his or her artwork will rise significantly. The pieces themselves have not changed. But because their creator is no longer creating, they're now valued according to an entirely new set of rules. 

Quotes: Why Athletes Can’t Have Real Jobs. 

The New Orleans Saint running back George Rogers, when asked about an upcoming season: “I want to rush for 1000 or 1500 yards, whichever comes first.” 

Torrin Polk, University of Houston receiver, on his coach John Jenkins: “He treats us like men. He lets us wear earrings.” 

Football commentator and former player Joe Theismann, 1996: "Nobody in football should be called a genius. A genius is a guy like Norman Einstein." 

Senior basketball player at the University of Pittsburgh: "I’m going to graduate on time, no matter how long it takes." 

Bill Peterson, a Florida State football coach: "You guys line up alphabetically by height." And "You guys pair up in groups of three, then line up in a circle." 

Boxing promoter Dan Duva on Mike Tyson hooking up again with promoter Don King: "Why would anyone expect him to come out smarter? He went to prison for three years, not Princeton." 

Stu Grimson, Chicago Blackhawks left wing, explaining why he keeps a color photo of himself above his locker: "That’s so when I forget how to spell my name, I can still find my clothes." 

Chuck Nevitt, North Carolina State basketball player, explaining to coach Jim Valvano why he appeared nervous at practice: "My sister’s expecting a baby, and I don’t know if I’m going to be an uncle or an aunt." 

Shelby Metcalf, basketball coach at Texas A&M, recounting what he told a player who received four F’s and one D: "Son, looks to me like you’re spending too much time on one subject." 

Frank Layden, Utah Jazz president, on a former player: "I told him, ‘Son, what is it with you? Is it ignorance or apathy?' He said, ‘Coach, I don’t know and I don’t care.’” —Email correspondence 

