Dare To Be Different (Not just better)

Luke 3:15 And as the people were in expectation and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

Acts 1:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Once again it is time for the New Years resolutions.  I heard a guy over the weekend say that in 2004 he has resolved to eat more and exercise less. He felt that maybe something a little more realistic was in order.  All around the world people will embark on a program of self-improvement.  For the next 90 days my gym will be absolutely packed to the gills.  There will be people waiting in lines for the treadmills and weight machines.  There will be a swarm of chubby people piling into Weight Watchers every Monday evening when I go to weigh in.  Cigarette sales drop off in January as people try to quit smoking.  For a brief period humanity ceases to slide toward barbarism and actually takes a short-lived turn upward.  Usually by mid February it is all over.  There is no question that each one of us has an area of our life, mind, career, family life, or self that we want to improve upon in 2004.  But I submit to you that improvement is not the most worthwhile objective, what we should be reaching for is transformation.  

The ultimate objective of every person that writes down and commits to a resolution is change, transformation.  This is why most of these resolutions are doomed from the start, for while we may make momentary slight improvements, real change requires an outside force working with us. 

Matthew 6:27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
<Tell story of lame man at Gate beautiful.>

Acts 3: 16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 

Peter said that it was faith inside that man and the external application of the name of Christ, inner resolve coupled with outside force, transformed this man.  If you are really going to change in 2004 you need, not only the will, but also an external force to go to work on you.  

The question before you in 2004 is do you want a year of improvement, or a year of transformation and change?   Most of us say we want change, a new start, when all we really want is more, better, and improved.   We don’t want to be different, just our old selves upgraded a bit.  

This is the juxtaposition in our text.  John said I can baptize you unto repentance.  You will be washed, cleaned, essentially the same just a better version.  Repentant yes, but basically the same..  But there is one coming, He will baptize you with Holy Spirit and with Fire…

Personal Popcorn
It was the internal faith of a crippled man and the outside force of the name of Christ that transformed him.  There is loosed in the world, available to every person, an external force that can transform any life if that life will respond to it correctly.  

Popcorn has to be among the coolest of foods for one simple reason, the radical transformation that takes place when it is placed in the fire.  I don’t like eating it as much as I like popping it.  When I was a kid we used to get the little foil-covered pans that would swell up on the stove top.   A radical transformation would take place before your very eyes.

Popcorn was the invention of Native Americans.  The introduced it to the Pilgrims.  The would throw handfuls of parched corn on hot rocks surrounding a fire and in a few moments those kernels would explode into something that in no way resembled what was before the fire.  

Meat on grill simply turns a darker color.  It is still totally recognizable. 

Vegetable turn soft and mushy, but nobody will think a cooked carrot used to be anything but a carrot. 

Pasta simply goes limp, but we all know what it was and what it is. 

But popcorn… This is some cool stuff.  (Get you a handful of it…)  No resemblance to what it was before.  In the fire it explodes.  Hard, dry, lifeless looking kernels react to the heat of the fire and transform into something radically different from what it was before.  

If you want something more than self-improvement in 2004 there are two questions that beg an answer.

1. Do you have the internal composition necessary to transform?  

Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

The same transforming Gospel that dramatically changed thousands encountered people it did not profit.  But it was because of an internal lack in them, not a failing of the Gospel.  

It had to do with desire…

It has to do with motive…

It has to do with what it takes to satisfy us…

(Spice girls)

2. What would it take to transform you?

John said “My baptism will wash you…but there is another baptism…of Spirit…fire…”  

You can improve through self-will.  You may, through your own strength, modify and improve your external image.  You can bring your intellectual capacities to bear on certain situations in your life and affect a measure of change. 

But if you want that radical transformation that renders you unrecognizable.  If you want that change that takes you from a hard, lifeless, useless kernel, a seed of failed promise,  to a life that has exploded into purpose and destiny then you need something external to connect with your will and desire.  It takes fire to transform this kernel.

He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire…

I Samuel 10:6 And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and shalt be turned into another man. 

There is a transforming agent that was loosed in the world on that day that all of those believers were gathered together in an upper room.  It is the Spirit of God and it will transform you.  Not improve you, not stop at cleansing you, not just dress you up.   But totally transform your life into something that in no way resembles what it was before.  

I Corinthians 6:9 Don't you know that those who do wrong will have no share in the Kingdom of God? Don't fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, who are idol worshipers, adulterers, male prostitutes, homosexuals, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, abusers, and swindlers – none of these will have a share in the Kingdom of God. 11 There was a time when some of you were just like that, but now your sins have been washed away, and you have been set apart for God. You have been made right with God because of what the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of our God have done for you. 

So, will you improve in 2004, or will you dare to be different.  Allowing God to baptize you with His Spirit is daring to be different.  Be careful, this fire baptism will do so much more than just give you an emotional high.  It is the ultimate radical change agent. 

It will change you values. 

It will change your agenda.

It will change your world view.
It will change how you view people. 

It will make you act differently.   (Out of synch with the value system of others)
It will make you think differently. 

It will alter the course of your destiny. 

So the real question on the eve of a new year is not what do you want to improve, what do you resolve to do better.  It is…do you dare to be different?  If you do then ask God to fulfill what was promised in the book of Acts after that fire baptism of the Holy Ghost fell on the early believers.  After explaining what was happening Peter preached to the people watching about Jesus Christ.  And when the people saw what was happening and heard the message of Christ they asked what they had to do for that fire to fall on them.  

Acts 2: 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
