Cry

Exodus 2:23 And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 3:7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

One of the first lessons parents learn is the meaning of a cry.  There is a different tonality, a different intensity behind differently intentioned cries. 

A hungry cry is different from a sleepy cry. 

A hurt cry is different from a frustrated cry. 

A “my brother is trying to flush me down the toilet” cry is different from a “I cant find my Buzz Lightyear” cry.
A wise parent learns to distinguish between cries.  It will save you from interrupting a football game over nothing more than a child pouting because he cannot get to the next level on his Playstation.  It will cause you to scramble when a child has got his head stuck between the rails on the bed and is about to hang himself.  (I have experienced all of this btw…) There are certain cry’s you ignore; there are certain cry’s you better get there RIGHT NOW!  Certain cries will make you want to give the child a real reason to cry.  

God knows how to distinguish between cries. 

· When wickedness is prevalent the cries of sinful indulgence have a certain tonal quality that God picks up on. 

Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.

Sin produces pain.  Pain produces a cry.  The cry that is the result of sin induced pain has an entirely different sound that God can pick up on. 

· Injustice produces a certain cry that God can pick up on.

Exodus 22: 22 Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child.

23 If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry.

There is something specific about a cry that emerges because of injustice that God can pick up on.  And He will not allow Himself to ignore it.

More than the most attuned parent in the world God can hear a cry and know why that person is crying and what needs to be done about it.  And sometimes the best thing you can do is quit being a tough guy and let the repressed cry of your soul,

The cry of frustration
The cry of confusion

The cry of pain
The cry of betrayal

The cry of loneliness
The cry of fear

The cry of unrequited desire
Allow that cry to come out and ascend to a God that hears it and knows exactly how to respond to your cry.  It is not just that He will hear and know why you cry inarticulate cries, He will also respond to your cry.  

God ignored cries that were caused by willful rebellion in I Samuel 8.

I Samuel 8:18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day.

God told them they were making a bad choice that would result in their pain and He was going to let them cry.  They whined and snarled and fussed and cried their way through forty years of desert living and for the most part God ignored their crying. 

But it is altogether different in our text. 

By reason of the taskmaster… 

The Pharaoh, king of Egypt, that loved Joseph died.  His successor cruelly enslaved the Hebrews.  Apparently there was an escalation of cruelty that led to an escalation of outcry from the Hebrews.  

They sighed first.  Then they cried.  And the cry reached a crescendo that was impossible for God to ignore.   

Exodus 2:22 Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage.

Not only was it the increasing volume that made it impossible for God to ignore.  But He also knew the reason for their cry. 

…by reason of the bondage…   3:7 …by reason of their taskmasters…

That little Hebrew slave was crying because there was a brutal Egyptian task master beating him under the merciless desert sun.  And God could not ignore that cry.  

When they were brutally ripped out of the absolute luxury that was there lives and in a moment reduced from wealthy land owners to slaves there was numb, brutal, stunned shock.  That didn’t last long.  Because they pretty soon figured out that these Egyptian overlords were cruel, vicious and demanding.  And they sighed.  I wonder what went through the mind of that little Hebrew slave the first time the whip ripped across his bag as he was dragging huge stones through the mud building the Egyptian temples.  Being a man I think I know what the thinking was.  “I am not going to give you the satisfaction of hearing so much as a whimper out of me.”  And that whip whistled through the air.  Gritted teeth.  But you can only grit your teeth so long, and that taskmaster has time on his side.  Gasp. A hard exhalation as the pain knocks the wind out of your lungs.  Over and over, low gasps of pain.   And God heard the whisper of a sigh emerge out of Egypt.  And the Fathers ear’s started listening closely.  And at some point, I am not sure when.  I am not sure how many times that slave was struck.  I am not sure how much punishment He endured, but at some point, His knees buckled and the pain and humiliation were too much and a cry…maybe through clenched teeth, maybe beaten out of his soul by unfeeling cruelty.  But the bottom line is that there was a cry.  And it echoed across the delta of the Nile, it soared heavenward.  It entered into the throne room of the Creator.  Now, God said, the cry of my people has come up before me.   

A cry is a messenger you release to the throne room of God.  Like the courier who slips out of the besieged fortress where there is no more hope.  The messenger that slips through enemy line and rides the long miles through the night on behalf of desperate people to summon help.  A cry is that messenger that leaves your soul and pounds its way to the Presence of your Father to make Him aware of your need. 

What the Egyptian task master could never know was every time that whip hit that Hebrew slave and he cried out he was causing that slave to cry out to His God.  Every cry he beat out of that poor slave was a messenger sent to summon help.  

We come into this house to encounter God.  Sometimes we need to come in here and cry out to Him. I know some people think it is emotionalism.   We are emotional creatures and we are commanded to love God with our heart, soul, and mind, & strength.  (Mark 12) Our relationship with God should impact every area of who and what we are. Spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical being.  But even more than that.  Sometimes we need our Father to come and rescue us and the quickest way to get Him in our situation is if He hears our cry.  I assure you He will not ignore that cry.

The Cry That Cannot Be Ignored
In Mark 4 Jesus was teaching alongside the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Without warning or explanation He commanded His disciples to get in a boat so they could go to the other side of the sea.  The only thing He did over there was encounter a demon possessed man. 

Mark 5:2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3  Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4  Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5  And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 

This poor man lived among the tombs.  The ghosts of what had been were his constant companions.  There had been a few attempts to control his problems. (Chains and fetters) But none of them worked.  And he beat himself up, he tore at himself, like so many people who relentlessly flagellate themselves over the condition of their lives.  But He did something else as well.  He cried.   And I am convinced it was that cry echoing across the sea that caused Jesus to go to Gadera because after He loosed this man from His torment He left and never went back.

God will not ignore that cry. 

Luke 18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4  "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'" 6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.

Cry When
Your cry is not weakness, it is not failure, it is not unseemly to God.  It is a messenger of urgency to your Father.  Every encounter is not a cry.  Sometimes it is with laughter. 

When Your Heart Is Overwhelmed. 

Psalm 61:1 Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. 2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.

When You Are In Too Deep

Jonah 1: 3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god,. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 15 So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

Sometimes we get in a mess out of our own ignorance, disobedience, and rebellion.   Like Jonah every decision, every action takes us deeper and deeper, and further down and further down.  Until it seems like we cannot get any lower.  It doesn’t get much lower than a fish on the ocean floor.  

2:1 Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 2 And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.

When You Are Being Raped

Deuteronomy 22:23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; 24  Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city;

If she is silent she is consenting, if she starts crying it is rape.  I preach to people silently suffering through absolute hell.  Why don’t you let your father know you don’t like this and cry to Him?

In the city, if there is help available you have an obligation to cry out for it.  Don’t come whining to me that God was not there for you when you needed Him if you sat in His presence week after week and never cried out to Him that you needed Him.  This is a church where there is a place to cry out to God. 

When your heart is overwhelmed, and when your in too deep, and when your being raped, cry out to God.  

Spirit Cry
I started this by talking about how parents differentiate cries.  Not only in the particular cry of a child, but between children. I know if the child crying in the back room is one of mine or not.  We push people to be baptized in the Spirit of God, to be borne again of the Spirit, to receive the Holy Ghost, the presence of the Living Christ indwelling them.  One of the reasons is that indwelling presence of God will give a different sound and quality to your cry.  Your one of His kids crying…

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

We are not abandoned hopeless slaves crying in futility.  We are the children of God crying to a Father who hears us, and is on His way.  

II Samuel 22: 2  And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;3  The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence. 4  I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 5  When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid;

6  The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; 7  In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears.

Psalm 34:15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. 17 The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart;

Psalm 56: 8  Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? 9  When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: this I know; for God is for me.

