Creeps In The Church

People get wounded in churches.  All too often the lament of Christians is that of David, I was wounded in the house of my friends.  Part of the reason is that people come to church, rightly so, with their defenses down, so we are unprepared when someone comes to wound us.  The guard we have in the corporate world is lowered and we are vulnerable.   Now, I don’t want you to feel afraid, and I want you to be able to come, open, however, people get hurt in churches.   
God said, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  

Sometimes I am going to have to come and make you aware of a danger, not so you stay away, but so you know how to deal with it.  If you go to another church, the same danger is there.   
Jude 1:1  Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 2  Mercy unto you, and peace and love, be multiplied. 3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

· The only reason Jude is writing this letter is to warn us (Vs. 1…sanctified by God and preserved in Jesus Christ) about these men creeping into the church, these creeps.   

· Jude felt it needful, necessary, incumbent, of great urgency (vs. 3) to write and warn us about the creeps and exhort us to deal with the creeps.  (contend for the faith) 

Gotta Get The Creeps 

There is a reason Jude felt so strongly to warn us about the creeps.  Notice he wanted to write about something else… Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation…(NLT) I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write about something else.  He wanted to write about something else but there was this check and the Holy Spirit redirected him and with urgency he wrote about these creeps who are trying to worm their way into the church. 

· The church is our sanctuary. 

· It is our ark in a world flooding with evil.  (God did not need an ark)

Hebrews 12:18 You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at Mount Sinai when God gave them his laws. 19 For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a voice with a message so terrible that they begged God to stop speaking. 20 They staggered back under God's command: "If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death." 21 Moses himself was so frightened at the sight that he said, "I am terrified and trembling." 22 No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to thousands of angels in joyful assembly. 23 You have come to the church of God's firstborn children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge of all people. And you have come to the spirits of the redeemed in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24 You have come to Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which graciously forgives instead of crying out for vengeance as the blood of Abel did. 

That is what you have come to.  That is incredible!  This is a place of healing, light, love, and good things.  This is our sanctuary where we bring our bruised souls, our broken dreams, & our greatest celebrations of the good things in our life.  This is where our children are instructed in righteousness.  This is an awesome place and we don’t want some creeps coming up in here and messing it up. 

· The church is where we can grow into our destiny. 

· This is where our gifts can be discovered and developed. 

· Ephesians 5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

· This is where people become teachers, ministers, and servants. 
· To protect this place of growth Jude had to warn us about the creeps who will worm their way in and mess it up. We need to be able to recognize them and we need to know what to do about them. 

· Beyond that we are living in an age where there are ministries coming into our homes via media sources.  Some of them are awesome.  Some are not.  And I want you to be wise about whom you allow to speak into your life.  There are television ministries that will bless you and strengthen you in your faith.  There are others that are creeps and will damage you.  

There are basically three parts to this letter.  

1. A creep profile.  How to identify them.

2. What will happen to them 

3. How to deal with the creeps. 

The Creep Profile
Jude is not going to leave anything out.  He is going to give a very accurate description of the creep so you will know when you are dealing with them.  There are ten identifying markers.

Jude 1:8 These filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

1. They defile the flesh.   They are immoral.  

2. They despise dominion.  In the NIV it says they reject authority.   They will not be accountable to anybody.  (Well, I just worship wherever I feel this week….It is just me and Jesus you know….)   

· They demand accountability from everyone else and yet they themselves are accountable to no one.  If anyone ever tries to call them to accountability they feign being wounded, get angry and resentful,

3. They speak evil of dignities. They slander celestial beings.  They will verbally attack spiritual things.  Vs. 9: Even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" 10  Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand;  Be very cautious when you hear somebody running down something spiritual that is happening in another place.  The best way to know if something is of God is to know the Word of God.
· They will not hesitate to speak against ANYONE and ANYTHING.  
· Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.   A pig will not receive what you try and give them, and will chew on the one that tried to feed them.   Someone who always rejects the Word and is always chewing on the preacher.
Jude 1:11 (NLT) They follow the evil example of Cain, who killed his brother. Like Balaam, they will do anything for money. And like Korah, they will perish because of their rebellion.

4. They follow the evil example of Cain.  (Genesis 4) Cain murdered his brother Able because God accepted Abel’s sacrifice and rejected Cain’s.  Something very important to note in this is that Cain did not have a problem with Abel.  He had a problem with God.  These creeps may attack a brother or sister, but it is not because that brother or sister hurt them or did anything wrong.  They have a problem with God and since they can’t hurt God the creeps will lash out at a brother or sister.  It is important to understand this because it will allow you to be gracious to people, to forgive people, and to not bludgeon yourself when people attack you.   People get hurt in a church setting because they don’t understand the person that lashed out at them have a GOD problem.

5. Like Balaam, they will do anything for money. (Numbers 22) One translation says they are all about money.   Balaam was willing to place a spiritual curse on God’s people for a price.  You need to be careful of some of the ministries that you receive from that are money oriented.  They are all about seed-offerings, and you sowing into their ministry, and you giving a certain amount so God will bless you.  You need to be cautious of ministries that talk too much about money.  Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh;  Luke 16:13 "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money."  Some of the ministries that you are allowing to speak into your life are nothing more than creeps in the church.  

· The size of your offering has nothing to do with the size of your blessing.

· God promised to supply your needs, not make a materialistic wish list come true. 

· The Prosperity Doctrine cannot be reconciled with third world believers who have laid down their life for the Gospel in the middle of abject and unrelenting poverty.

· Our final reward is an eternity in God’s presence, not affluence on earth.

· You are not responsible for keeping someone’s national broadcast on the air. 

· Be a little concerned about church members who are always wanting to talk to you about the church finances.

6. Like Korah, they will perish because of their rebellion. (Genesis 16) Korah rebelled against Moses and Aaron.  There are some unique things about their rejection of the leadership of Moses and Aaron.  We do not suppress anyone’s opinion.  Feel free to speak your mind.  But Korah went beyond that.  

· Korah used his influence to turn others against Moses.

· Korah and his followers tried to take spiritual leadership by force. 

People that want to seize spiritual leadership in a church because they disagree with where that church is going need to be very careful.  There are good reasons churches are different.  The world is full of a lot of different people who need a lot of different things from their church.  If a person succeeds in forcefully changing the direction of a church they may be messing up something that was God ordained.  But remember something about these creeps.   Jude 1:10 But these people mock and curse the things they do not understand. Like animals, they do whatever their instincts tell them, and they bring about their own destruction.  The ground opened up and swallowed Korah and his followers. 

-These people want to seize power by force in a church.  Convinced they know what is best for the church.

Jude 1:12 They are shameless in the way they care only about themselves.

7. Everything is about them.   You never find them reaching out to others in love.  You do not find these people in service ministries.  Their theme song is “What Have You Done For Me Lately”.  
Jude 1:16 These people are grumblers and complainers, doing whatever evil they feel like. They are loudmouthed braggarts, and they flatter others to get favors in return.

8. Constant creep communication.  They grumble, complain, brag (usually about their own spirituality), and flatter (self-serviong).  

9. Do whatever they feel like.  They operate according to emotion and desire of the moment, not Bible principal and godly priority.  

Jude 1:19 Now they are here, and they are the ones who are creating divisions among you.

10. They create divisions. 

It is creepy to exclude anyone from what you are doing in Christ
It is creepy to not at least give people a chance

It is creepy to try and turn someone against someone else. 

It is creepy to be in a clique

It is creepy to not reach out to lonely people among us. 

It is creepy to withhold fellowship because it discomfits you.

It is creepy to fight against the unity of the church
Fate Of The Creeps
Ok, now we know how to identify them.  You need to understand what is going to happen to them. 

Verse 4 says their condemnation was written long ago.
In verses 5, 6, & 7 you learn how God dealt with His own people, with angels, and with the inhabitants of Sodom who had the same identifying markers as the creeps.  He destroyed them, cut them off, and bound them.  This letter is instruction to the church but also a warning to the creeps about what will happen to them. 

Verse 15 says that at the end of time God will bring judgment to them. 

I know this seems harsh but you must understand how God feels about the church.  This is His bride that was purchased with His own blood.  

Ephesians 5:25 Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Dealing With The Creeps
The plan Jude gives us helps us deal with the creeps and keeps us from becoming one. 

Jude 1:20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22  And of some have compassion, making a difference: 23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

1. Keep building up your faith. 

2. Pray in the Holy Ghost. 

· John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:

3. Keep yourself in the love of God.  

4. Look for mercy.  (For yourself and others)

5. Change someone’s life with compassion.  (vs. 22)
6. Be careful of creep contamination.  (NLT Vs. 23) Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. There are still others to whom you need to show mercy, but be careful that you aren't contaminated by their sins.  (Ink on wheel)

This place is your sanctuary, this is a place where your destiny can unfold, this is a place you can be healed, sheltered, celebrate, and grow.  Don’t let any creep come creeping up in here and mess it up.  This is your church.  

· Let’s pray God’s protection on our church. 

· Let’s take authority over any thing that would do damage to this church.

Every person with any kind of need, listen to what I am going to read in your hearing.  The Word of God is going to spark faith in your heart.  When it does I want you to step into the aisle and walk to this altar and present your need to God. 

Hebrews 12:18 You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at Mount Sinai when God gave them his laws. 22 No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to thousands of angels in joyful assembly.* 23 You have come to the church of God's firstborn children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge of all people. And you have come to the spirits of the redeemed in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24 You have come to Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which graciously forgives instead of crying out for vengeance as the blood of Abel did. 

* Hebrews 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

