Conduct & Condition

I John 1:5  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

The Dallas Cowboys had a dismal year this past year.  By any standard they really stunk it up.  There was one bright spot though.   One young man on the defensive squad really had a great year.  In a limited time on the field he racked up four sacks and at least 14 times pressured the quarter back.  He is young, 23 years old.  This organization has rested a lot of hope in this young man.  Since he had such a good year, and since he has shown so much promise every one was saddened and shocked to learn of Demtrius Underwoods’ suicide attempt a few days ago.  This is the second time Mr. Underwood, who suffers from bi-polar disorder, a mental condition, has tried to take his own life.  I listened to a doctor talking about the great battle that this young man unfortunately finds himself fighting.  During the regular season, when there is a schedule of practice and games to keep his life structured Mr. Underwood can keep the demons at bay and function reasonably well.  It is during the off season, left to his own devices that he starts to fall apart.  A phrase the Dr. used resonated with me, he said “Don’t judge his condition by his conduct.”   Just because he appears to be doing fine, just because his conduct is ok at the moment, don’t forget that the condition still exist.  Conduct and condition, I want to talk to you about them.   

· I see a lot of Christians putting a lot of emphasis on conduct.  The thinking goes that if my conduct is ok I must be all right.  If there is nothing anyone can put their finger on then I must be ok.    I want to give you a bit of a warning this evening, if I could just use the Dr.’s words, don’t judge your condition by your conduct.  This Christianity thing is an inside out job.   I really don’t think how you act carries nearly as much weight as what you are.  

· We can discipline ourselves in certain areas of conduct.

· We can and will modify our conduct based on a variety of factors.  This is how come some people are one kind of Christian at home and another kind of Christian when they are on vacation.  

· Too many people behave according to what is acceptable by who they are with instead of operating by an internal compass that sets them in the right direction. 

· Modification of behavior has little value if the internal condition is not changed.   And if it is not changed it is just a matter of time before the conduct matches the condition.  Just like Demetrius Underwood, we may modify our conduct for a while, but if we have a sinful condition it is just a matter of time before it surfaces.

· Too many have deceived themselves by saying they have no sin because they have learned to control their conduct.  (riff a bit…because we don’t act sinful….)

This is certainly not a new concept for Christians, just one that is not preached about very much.   Jesus taught it much more clearly than I ever could.  

Matthew 5: 17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 19  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: (still in) but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

- Let me start right there.  Jesus is telling us to not be confused about what He is beginning to instruct them, your conduct, how you behave does matter.  You do have to live your life according to righteousness.  He will refer to the Pharisees.  This ultra-strict sect of Jews obeyed every law, and prided themselves on their obedience.  But the problem was that was all they adhered to. 

20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

- How can my righteousness exceed theirs?  By working on more than my conduct and extending righteousness into my condition, my heart.   Then Christ tells us exactly what He is saying.

· 21  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 27  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

· It is not enough to not kill, you must not hate, you must not want to kill.  I think that if you are a racist your going to be lost as much as the unrepentant murderer.   Christians that hate homosexuals are just as culpable as those enslaved souls committing the abhorrent acts.  This is how you exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees.  Your righteousness goes beyond your conduct and gets into your condition.  How you think and feel is impacted by the living Christ dwelling in your heart.

· It is not enough that you do not involve yourself in sexual immorality, the new standard is that you do not desire to.  This is how you exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees.  

· You do not just modify conduct but you allow the indwelling Spirit of God to change your condition to where you are no longer full of rage, bitterness, lust, greed, and carnal desire.  

· I don’t know a lot of Christians habitually committing hard core sins, but I suspect there is some that want to, and therein lies our problem.  Not so much our conduct, but our condition. 

We Care Too Much About Conduct
· There are certain reasons we have fallen into this erroneous thinking.

· Conduct is easily seen, judged and quantified.  If we all know what the rules are then it is easy to live up to the rules.  It is easy to spot those that are not.  No more questioning of self.   We like it cut and dried, it makes living for God so much easier.  This is what happened to the rich, young ruler of Luke 18.  He asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life”.  He must have been thrilled when the first answer was formulaic, obey the law.  But his heart fell when it Christ upped the ante a little and got into his heart.  We far prefer a standard of conduct that we can do, to a condition of the heart that is not so easily judged. 

· We like to judge ourselves based on conduct because condition is easy to hide.  If we can nail all the outward trappings of our faith no one will ever try to look at our heart to closely, this is why we have made the criteria for being a good Christian all about conduct.  

· We like to strive for perfect conduct because our peers judge us by that.  It makes us acceptable to people.  There are some people who hail me as a spiritual giant based on what they have observed, but would run screaming if they ever got a glimpse of my heart.  There are people we have dismissed as godless wastes of humanity because of their conduct when their heart is so much closer to God than we have ever been.  

Matthew 21:28  But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 29  He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 30  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31  Whether of them twain did the will of his father?

-One guy said all the right things but never was what he was supposed to be.  The other did not look nearly as impressive, but ultimately did the right thing.

They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.

-Even with their despicable conduct the harlots will find repentance and enter into the kingdom of God because of their condition of being forgiven, and recreated into the image of Jesus Christ.  

I submit to you that we worry too much about conduct and not nearly enough about the condition of our heart and souls.  I challenge you to search the teachings of Christ; His emphasis was always on condition. 

Mark 7:14  And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: 15  There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 16  If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 17  And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. 18  And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; 19  Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? 20  And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.
-Nothing you ingest will damage you as much as what is already in your spirit.  Where we need the most help is not in what we listen to, or what we see, or what we read, or what we look at.  Where we need help is the carnal appetites that make us want to listen to the wrong thing, or look on the wrong thing, or do the wrong thing.  It is not what you are ingesting that is killing you it is the internal condition of your soul that is the problem.  It is not your conduct it is your condition.  

Time would fail me to get into all of Christ’s teachings on condition.  But search the scriptures and see if I am not right.  This was ever the emphasis.  Even in the OT God told his prophet Samuel:

I Samuel 16:7 The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.

You can exegete this scripture anyway you want to but God Himself declared His priority, that is the condition of your heart.  

The Right Condition
· David learned this the hard way.  After he committed adultery and murder.  He was stricken by guilt after Nathan confronted him.  He prayed an impassioned prayer in Psalm 51.

· My sin is ever before me:  I am haunted by my conduct.  He was not haunted until it was brought to light.  We are most troubled by our conduct, not our condition.

· Blot out my transgressions: Clean up my conduct. Forget all about it. 

· Renew a right spirit:  I used to be good and right.

· Create in me a clean heart: You will have to create a clean heart cause I never had one before.    My behavior had been good, even my attitude.  But my heart was wrong and that is what caused the conduct.

· For too many years David had fallen in the trap John warns us about.  Saying he had no sin, all the while this condition was lurking inside of him.  And he had deceived himself until Nathan pointed out his sin. 

· It is too easy to do.  I have learned the right conduct for the right time at the right place. 

1) I wish we could become as impressed by people whose hearts are right as we are by people whose conduct is impeccable.  We have a two fold problem brothers and sisters.

2) We have erred in our conduct.

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

· We have committed willful acts of sin.

· We have transgressed the law.
3) We have a sinful condition.

I John 1: 8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
Here is the good news, maybe you took care of your condition a long time ago, and are living under the mercy and grace of Jesus Christ, and now and then your conduct is less than that of a good Christian.  Maybe you have never made Jesus the Lord of your life.  But you try to live right.  Yet now you know you have this sinful condition.  Wherever you are, Christ can save you, Christ can deliver you, Christ can change you.  

Isaiah 53

-Wounded for out transgressions.  An outer wound for our conduct.

-Bruised for our iniquity: An inner hematoma for our inner condition.

Wherever you are JESUS PAID IT ALL!  

Faithful & Just

-Forgiving us is faithful, but not necessarily just.  It is not just to forgive a killer.  Forgiving the act, the conduct is not enough.  The only way to have justice is to take the kill out of the killer.  

II Corinthians 5:17 If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Such were some of you…

But Christ not only modified your conduct, He changed your condition.  He re-created you.  This is why Jesus said in John 3 that to enter the Kingdom of Heaven you MUST be borne again.  

This is why GOOD people need to be saved…

Why get so impressed over modified conduct when God can change your condition?  

In Luke 5 they brought to Christ a man bedfast because of a disease called palsy.  

Luke 5: 20  And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. 

- The first concern of Christ was this mans sinful condition. 

21  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? 22  But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? 23  Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? 24  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.

The question Jesus put to them was this:  What is harder, to change this mans outward condition, or to change his inner condition?  A good neurologist can treat a man with palsy, but only God can forgive His sins.  Why are we so impressed with a change in conduct when what should really get our attention is a change of condition.

AA can help someone stop drinking, but only God can take away the raging thirst.
A good therapist can help you deal with anxiety but only perfect love can cast out all fear.

The right drugs can help you through depression but only God can change your sorrow to laughter and your mourning to joy.
A patch can help you stop smoking, but only the anointing of God can so shatter that yoke that that horrible vice never trouble you again.

The right intervention can get you off drugs, but only God can restore your self-respect and dignity by giving you a new heart.
Why don’t some parents quit praying and stewing about your kids conduct and start praying for their condition?

Why don’t we quit judging one another based on conduct, and ask God to help us see each others condition?   

