Coming Light

Luke 1:78 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." (NRSV)

It is remarkable how late evening resembles early morning.  It is amazing how much the dusk is really like the dawn.  The only way to distinguish between the two is to look and see from which direction the light is coming.  If the dim light filters in from the east a new day is breaking, if the light shines from the distant west the day is dying. But often in the very late evening, or very early morning the source of light is not readily apparent and the dusk and the dawn can look amazingly alike.  

We live in a world with very little light.  We live in a world full of shadows.  We live in a world leeched of most color and comprised of extensive hues of gray.  We live in a shadow light of almost-day or not-quite-night. We exist in the predominance of darkness.  You do not have to be too socially, culturally, scientifically, or politically aware to know that I am telling you the truth.  But even amid the darkness there are some glimmerings.  

It is true that we live in a world echoing with the sounds of war, trembling as old, weakened orders crumble, a world of disease, a world seemingly on the brink of economic, and/or social implosion.  But at the same time we live in a world of remarkable new technology and astounding new possibilities of connectivity. Miracle cures for many of the world woes are almost within our grasp.  While we live in a world of ethical dilemmas that would have frustrated Solomon, we also live in a world poised more than ever to conquer some of the longest standing human injustices and afflictions of the human condition.

I must pose a question to us as a body of believers, is it dawn of is it dusk?  Are we witnessing the setting of the sun on the great days of the church, with nothing but a ride to the rapture ahead of us?   Are we witnessing the dusk of the best days of life as we know it?  We know times are changing, but is it a beginning or an end?  Is the current age in which we live the dusk or the dawn?  Will the world descend into the inky blackness of hate, violence, perversion, and decadence?  Or will the light of the Gospel blast into the uncertain dimness and bring people hope, peace, fulfillment, and joy?  

I dare say the majority of the people in this room believe that what they are witnessing is the dusk.  And while I think in some ways it is growing dark, I really believe for the church, and for those of you listening to these words, the dim light you see is not the fading of the most glorious day, rather it is the first penetrating rays of a magnificent dawn that we are going to walk into.  I like the words of the priest Zechariah, as he held his newborn son John and spoke with the anointing of the Holy Ghost.

“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."

I will choose Zechariah’s prophetic offering and declare to you that this is not the dusk, this is the dawn.

Choose Night Or Day
The baby that Zechariah prophesied over grew up and wrote eloquently about the Light that is Jesus Christ.  Let me borrow a little of what he had to say in John 3.

John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 

Don’t be condemned by choosing to go into the darkness of the fading day, rather set your face to the rising sun and embrace the new hope, and the new day, and new destiny God wants you to know.  

Some of us are clinging to tightly to the dwindling day and don’t even notice the dawn of the new day.  I know things are not the way they were, and guess what, they will never be again.  

Your church is not the same.

Your kid’s school is not the same.

Your city is not the same.
Business is not the same.

Your marriage is not the same.
Your country is not the same.

The world is not the same. 

But that doesn’t mean it is all over.  That simply means we get to learn a new way of telling the old, old story.  Jesus saves.  Jesus heals.  Jesus delivers.  (He did it yesterday, in the day that has died. He will do it today, in the day that is being birthed.)

I have come to persuade you that what you see is not the dusk, it is the dawn.  Quit wishing it was yesterday, it is not and never will be.  Do not die with the night.  There is a dawn breaking on us and with it the chance to live better lives, more meaningful lives, more fulfilled lives.  With it the chance to fulfill the ministry of Christ in our world.

Don’t be confused, while we are witnessing the sun set on a certain way of life, and on certain ideas and institutions, it is also rising on a new day.  And I believe that it will be an awesome day for the church, and I believe that if you make the right choices it is going to be an awesome day for you.  

I believe we are seeing the dawn of a day that will bring/see

Revival
Renewed passion for Christ.

Renewed relevance of faith in the world. 

A great outpouring of the Spirit of God on mankind.

The church rise up as the greatest instrument of racial healing the world has known.
The gospel saturate the globe.

A new generation of believers who will take the gospel to further lengths than it has ever gone before.
The gospel crush racial, ethnic, and economic boundaries like never before.

You can love the night if you want to.  You can get lost reminiscing on “how good it was” if you wish.  You can spend all your time mourning the day that has died.   But please understand that all that remains of that day is some residual darkness that is about to be washed away by the “dawn from on high that will break upon us”.  “How it was” has faded into darkness, and if all you can do is love “how it was” you will become a lover of the darkness instead of embracing the light.  

Romans 13:11 You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far-gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;

The day is near, the dawn is coming.  It is time we shake ourselves out of our lethargy and stupor and get ready to face the greatest day we have ever known as a Christian, and the greatest day we have ever known as a church.  

“You know what time it is” – Every spirit-filled believer can sense the destiny that is in the air.  If you are at all spiritual you can sense in the very atmosphere of your church something moving.  It is much the same feeling the whole earth experiences in those few moments just before the sun crests horizon.  That sense of expectancy and anticipation. You know what time it is. 

“The night is far spent” – The darkness is almost over.  A new window of opportunity is about to swing open.  Jesus once admonished His disciples to work while it is day, because when the night comes no man can work. (John 9:4)  This is the other side of the admonition.  The night is almost over, now you can get to work.  There is a nighttime when you can’t work, but it is almost over. 

Your Dawn
The prophecy of Zechariah was at the same time to the whole world, a race of people, and individuals.  (us, those, our)  I want to tell some of you on a very personal level that the gloom around you is not the dusk of your hopes, your dreams, your plans, and your destiny.  It is the dawn of a new day of blessing in your life.  Don’t blow me off as some PMA, optimistic, self-help guru.  I speak to you under the direction of the Holy Ghost.  This is a prophetic promise from the Word of God and it will have its fulfillment.  The dawn will come to “to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death”.  

To those in the shadow of: 

Loneliness / Love
Fear / Peace

Confusion / Direction                                                    (The dawn will bring)

Pain / Healing

Doubt / Hope
Frustration / Fulfillment

Despair / Victory
The reason you are in such a deep shadow is not because the obstacle creating it is so big; it is because the light that is about to break over you is so immense.   What is causing the very shadow you are in is not the problem, it is the coming light. 

This is not simply a matter of optimism vs. pessimism.  It is a matter of understanding the time you live in, understanding the will of God for your life, and about your position.  Some of you can not see the dawn of a better day because your eyes are fixed on the gloom of the night.  Reposition yourself to see the coming day.  

I John 1:7 If we walk in the light, as Christ is in the light…

If you are not walking in the light.  If you have not given your heart to the Lord Jesus, if you have not been saved from your sins, if you have not began a relationship with God it is likely that all you can see is dusk.  Doom, gloom, and despair.  But if in this service you would come to God, tell Him you need Him, let Him fill you with His spirit, if you would begin to walk into the light you would realize this is the dawn of your life, not the dusk.  

If you are a Christian, but have not been passionately pursuing Christ, if you have not been “walking in the light as He is in the Light”.  You probably are fearful, doubtful, and troubled.  But if you would turn back into the light, get passionate about Jesus again, you would see that a new day of victory is upon you.  

It is all a matter of position.  

Dawn Is Breaking
The KJV uses the word ”dayspring”, the translation I read says “dawn will break”.  They both mean the same thing.   The day will explode into being in a few moments.  It takes the dark a long time to encroach, but the day can erupt in a second.  This is the nature of light as intended by God from the very beginning when He said “Let there be light” in an instant untold eons of darkness was erased.  

God loves to do things suddenly.  

Creation happens before the sound of His voice finishes reverberating through the cosmos.
A sea dries up in an instant.

The dead spring to life at His touch.
He cast Satan from heaven with the speed of lightning.

I Corinthians says that He will change us from mortal to immortal in the “twinkling of an eye.”
I do not know, nor do I care how long the darkness has been building in your life.  I am telling you what you see is not the dusk it is the dawn.  Even if you choose to not believe me, hear me, that way you are not surprised by the daybreak.  Don’t be shocked when the church is overflowing with new worshippers, don’t be astounded by the deliverance coming your way, don’t be too stunned when the light of a new day washed the darkness from your life in an instant.  

It could happen even as you stand in this place with your hands lifted asking God to help you.  It could happen before you get to this altar.  It could happen before you stumble through your prayer of desperation.  

Please, Please, Please believe with me that what we are seeing is not the dusk of our church, not the dusk of mankind, not the dusk of you, not the dusk of your marriage, not the dusk of your hopes.  This indeed is the dawn.  

I am preaching to make the dawn happen.  

Psalm 119:30 The entrance of thy words giveth light;

I am going to preach the dawn into this church, into my world, into peoples lives.  

