Certain Freedom
John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

This is among the stranger interchanges in scripture.  Jesus offends the Jews by suggesting that they are not free.  Christ suggests to them that there is a higher truth that can bring them into greater freedom and with indignation they reply;

“We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?”

Never in bondage?  Never in bondage?   I am amazed at how Christ restrained Himself.  I believe I would have fell over laughing, and possibly been a little sarcastic.  Never in bondage?  What about 400 years in Egypt?  What about Nebuchadnezzer?  Does the name Babylon mean anything?  One of their own prophets had written how they could not sing the Lords’ song in a strange land so they hung their harps in the trees, sat beside the river, and wept.  There is almost more bondage in their history than there is freedom.  And even as they were replying in indignation they were subjects of the Roman Empire.  And yet they stand there and with incredulity they declare, “We were never in bondage to any man”.  

It is easy to delude yourself into believing you are free when you are not.  We are about to celebrate freedom.  We are going to march in parades, cheer, wave flags, BBQ, and shoot off fireworks in the name of freedom, but I want you to check yourself for a moment.  And before you celebrate freedom make certain you are free.  We need to be careful lest we look as ridiculous as these people, who are known more than anything for being slaves, standing around bragging how they have ALWAYS been free.  Maybe we can celebrate national freedom and rejoice in that we are not subject to some foreign despot.  But there are all kinds of jails, all kinds of chains, all kinds of ways people are bound.  The most insidious forms of bondage are when you become enslaved before you realize what is happening.  I want you to be able to celebrate true, total, and certain freedom.  

Secret Slavery 

On the day we set aside to celebrate freedom I wonder how many of the celebrants are really free?  I suspect that while we enjoy a measure of political freedom, in the more significant areas of life we are a nation of slaves. As tragic as it is to not be free I think it is perhaps even more tragic to be bound and not realize that you are bound.  As strange as it may seem for a person versed in history and Bible knowledge to hear a Hebrew say they have never been slaves it is equally strange to see a bound nation celebrate freedom.   I don’t know the name of the man that replied in such a ridiculous manner to Christ.  But I could name you several that if you suggested to them that they be in bondage they would laugh in your face.

Like I have already said there are many kinds of chains, walls, and bars.   There is more than one person sitting in this room that cannot really celebrate certain freedom.  You may be politically free, but are bound in so many other ways.

Bound by fear
Slaves of habits and addictions

Enslaved to image
Indentured servants of a materialistic lifestyle

Under the oppression of emotions that rule your life
Ruled by the opinions of others

Prisoners of a grinding existence that you abhor instead of a destiny you love
Crippled by the scars of a past you cannot outrun.  

The whipping boy of the more rampant desires of your flesh
And while it is tragic that so many are bound, what it really frightening is that most don’t know it.  Were you to point out the chains the scoffing reply would be the same, ”Don’t you know who I am, I have never been a slave to anyone.”  But the reality of our life defies our statements.  (We say/but really)
I can quit anytime I want to…but you don’t quit.
Money & stuff doesn’t mean that much to me…but you sacrifice your family in pursuit of it.

I don’t care what people think, I am my own person…yet you live your whole life trying to gain the approval of people that don’t even care about you.
I got it together…yet you don’t sleep at night & you cry when no one knows it and that little voice won’t stop whispering that you really don’t count anyway.

I have a great life…yet you don’t stop fantasizing about another life.
You are bound and you don’t know it, you are a slave and are not aware.  You are on the eve of celebrating something you only know about in the political realm.  Victor Frankl proved in a Nazi concentration camp that a person can be deprived of physical and political freedom and yet be spiritually, intellectually, & emotionally free.   The vast majority of people inhabiting the modern, industrialized world have proven you can be physically & politically free, yet bound spiritually, intellectually, and emotionally.  My desire for you is that you be free indeed.  

Not just free to vote.  But free to pursue your dreams, free from your flesh, free from the limitations of sin, free from the scars of your past, free from the tyranny of emotions run amuck, free from the opinion of other people, free from the image consciousness that would rule our lives, free from the oppression of false ideas.  Free indeed!
What I fear for you is that you be bound not even know it.  If you know you are bound you can at least plot and struggle to get free.  But if you don’t know it…  That is the height of tragedy because you will never do anything to free yourself.  

Samson

Samson laid his head in Delilahs’ lap one too many times.  Until finally she sprung the trap.  And the Bible says that when the enemy came to take him he got up like he had every time before.  But this time he is bound and he doesn’t know it.  It is among the saddest verses in all scripture…

Judges 16:20 And Delilah said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he knew not that the LORD was departed from him.  21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.

Samson was a secret slave before they took him, he was a secret slave before they gouged out his eyes, he was a secret slave before they put brass manacles on him, he was a secret slave before they made him grind away in the prison house.  He was a secret slave from the moment he started desiring Delilah. He just never knew it until it was too late.  

Sapphira

Sapphira conspired with her husband Ananias to defraud the Lord of money they had pledged to Him.  They lied about the amount of money they were publicly giving unto the Lord.   He husband died a tragic death in front of the whole congregation as a result of the sin.   He died on Solomons porch in the heart of the temple complex, in the heart of the city.  The Bible says that great fear fell on all that were there.  Everyone was talking about it, everyone was aware of what had happened.   Everyone except the one that should have known and was about to walk into the same trap. 

Acts 5: 7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

Everyone knew except Saphira.  But you see, she is already a slave and just does not know it.  Because she is bound she is oblivious to the danger, because she is bound she doesn’t see the imminent destruction she is walking into, because she is bound she cannot sense her impending doom.  She is a slave to opinion, she is a servant of pride, she is under the bondage of acceptance and popularity.  And does not realize it.  She should have, her husband is dead, everyone is talking about it.  

Acts 5: 9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

It is one thing to be bound, another to be bound and not know it until too late.  Celebrating a freedom you don’t have.   I hear it in coming from every corner of every congregation I preach to.  “I am not bound.  I don’t need what you are preaching. I am fine.  I am not in bondage to anything.”  I also hear a Jew stand oblivious to hundreds of years of history and his own present condition and say “When were we ever slaves to anyone?”  And I realize the most insidious slavery is when you are bound and don’t know it.  

The Worth Of A Warning
What the Jew did not realize, what many people cannot comprehend is the worth of a warning.  What could have saved the Jew was a warning issued hundreds of years before by Moses.  

Deuteronomy 16:12  Remember that you were slaves in Egypt,

Remember so you will know it is possible for it to happen again
Remember how bad it was so you don’t let it happen again

Remember how hard it was to break free
Remember how much you lost in the land of enslavement so you don’t go back

Remember so you don’t let anyone slip bonds on you unaware
God was gracious enough to warn the modern church that they could be in bondage and be unaware.  

Revelation 3: 14  "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.

For those of us that are looking forward to celebrating freedom lets make sure it is certain freedom.   Don’t be so arrogant that you miss the warning.  Samson saw Delilahs intent three times before the final betrayal.  Three warnings to get his act together, to get out of danger.  Peter gave Saphira a chance to come clean before she walked into the trap that took her husband.  

Every secret slave gets a warning, a chance to break out before the final destruction.  There comes a moment when if you are sentient at all you will realize that the chains are tightening and it is time to make a break.  Consider this your warning.  After the last warning is when judgment falls, when your enemy unleashes, when the bondage is made evident, when your secret is made public.  It was rumored Samson had his head in her lap now we all know.  Everyone was talking about Ananias, wondering about Saphira, now we all know.  (Don’t doubt the intent of your enemy…stripping the slain)  

Breaking Free
· John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
· Know the truth about yourself…
· You need deliverance.  

· This is not something you can control, it is about to take over
· You are no longer in charge.  (No longer I but sin that dwelleth in me) 
· We need to tell the truth so we can have deliverance.
· David, thou art the man…  
· Know the truth about stuff…
· That thing you are messing with is more lethal than you think.

· Hear the warning in the Word about sensuality, riches, things, false ideas, wrong concepts.  It is not just that they are bad, they are lethal.  
· Samson you need to know the truth about that woman.  Saphira you need to know the truth about your scheme.  Laodecia you need to know the truth about your condition. 
· Know the truth about Truth
· John 14:6  Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life:

· When the truth sets you free, you are really free. Not just in some compartmentalized area, you are free indeed! (Lazarus…loose Him)

