By Now Blues

Hebrews 5: 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Paul is singing a tune most people are all too familiar with.  By now you should be teachers, by now you should be eating meat, by now you should be a lot further along in your faith than you are, by now you should be doing a lot better than you are, by now you should not be struggling in the areas that you are.   Paul is singing the “By Now Blues”.   He had envisioned, planned, and wanted these Christians to be much further along in their faith.  By now I had hoped…  Most people have sung the By Now Blues at some point in their life. 

By now I thought I would be debt free…
By now I hoped I would be over the memories…

By now I believed that the wounds would not be so tender…
By now I intended to have the weight off…

By now my career should be something to be proud of…
You are singing The By Now Blues.   

There are expectations attached to every stage of life.  We expect to make mistakes when we are young.  We expect newly-weds to squabble and work through the painful process of building a marriage.  We expect set-backs and slip-ups when our faith is young.  We are not shocked that early on we make mistakes in our careers, finances, and relationships.  But there comes a time in every life when we take stock of where we are and say, “You know, by now…”

I know young couples struggle to communicate but surely by now my marriage should have started to become that thing I dreamed of.
I know getting a business started is tough but I really thought by now the money would not be so tight.

Young Christians struggle with temptation but surely by now it should not be an issue.  

Mistakes are permissible for the novice but by now I ought to know better. 

Nobody starts out with close friends but by now I should not be this lonely.

Some of the people that sing the By Now Blues the most are people that wind up in places they never intended to go. (By now I thought I would be at the bottom of the mountain, not picking my way through pine trees, I did not plan nor intend to be here)  There are a lot of people who sing this particular verse of the By Now Blues.

I did not intend to still be working this job. 

I did not plan for my marriage to be in this frustrating, stifling rut. 

I had no intention of being single this late in life.
It was not my plan to be this far away from my goals at this stage of life. 

I certainly did not expect to be fighting this battle at this point in my life.
BY NOW…

Nobody knew the By Now Blues like Israel.   It was supposed to take about a week to walk from where they had been slaves in Egypt to the fabulous Promised Land where they would move into ready-made lives and live in the lap of luxury.   It was all planned and it was so exciting.  Then six days passed.  Then six months passed.  Then six years passed.  Well shouldn’t we be there by now?

By now I was planning on some of that milk and honey but I am still eating manna and drinking water. 

By now I thought I would be in a nice villa, still sleeping in a tent. 

By now we should be a respected and feared nation but instead we are wandering around like a bunch of desert rats. 

By now we should be tending our vineyards not dropping dead in this desert. 

By now years of living in a gorgeous land should have made us wealthy instead we are wearing the same clothes we had on when we left Egypt.
And they, just like some of you, were singing the By Now Blues.  

By Now Because… 

How is it people arrive at the place where they are singing the By Now Blues?  Well, All kinds of bad stuff happened to me, the devil tricked me, life conspired against me, the universe hates me, life is not fair, my teacher was cruel and made fun of me in the third grade P.E. class and it damaged my ego…  

I will concede that some really crummy stuff can happen to undeserving people.  I will readily admit that there are devastating occurrences that are totally uncontrollable that can totally disrupt your life.  Nobody knows that better than me.  I will give you that one caveat.  But 99.99% of the time that people are singing the By Now Blues it has nothing to do with uncontrollable circumstances.  Your Bible tells you how you arrived where you are.  The vast majority of the time people are singing the By Now Blues because of the reasons I am about to give you. 

Hebrews 5:12 You have been Christians a long time now, and you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic things a beginner must learn about the Scriptures. You are like babies who drink only milk and cannot eat solid food. 13 And a person who is living on milk isn't very far along in the Christian life and doesn't know much about doing what is right. 14 Solid food is for those who are mature, who have trained themselves to recognize the difference between right and wrong and then do what is right. -NLT

By now you should be eating solid food.  But you are not there yet.  Here is how this happened.  You are singing the By Now Blues because;

1. You Don’t Do Right Things. (Vs 13) 

· A person who is living on milk isn't very far along in the Christian life and doesn't know much about doing what is right.

· You are not at the weight you want to be because you don’t eat and exercise right.
You are in a horrible financial crisis because you make horrible values and financial decisions. 

Your marriage is a nightmare because you treat your spouse like your enemy instead of your ally. 

You struggle with temptation because you make decisions that indulge your flesh. 

You struggle in your thought life because you fill your mind full of trash. 

· Virtually every area of my life where I am singing the By Now Blues  can be traced it back to a poor decision I made, to a time when I did not do what was right.   To be an overcomer in life it is not enough to simply not do wrong stuff, you have to do right stuff as well.  

· A person who is living on milk isn't very far along in the Christian life and doesn't know much about doing what is right. 14 Solid food is for those who are mature, who have trained themselves to recognize the difference between right and wrong and then do what is right.

2. You Have Not Grown Up

· Solid food is for those who are mature (Vs 14)

· Four signs of immaturity.
a. Do not accept responsibility.  An entire generation of Israelites had to die before Israel could enter the Promised Land because they would never admit they had sinned. 
b. Self-centered.  Everything in life is seen in the light of how it affects them.  
c. Live for the moment.  Israel could not handle a few days walk in the desert in order to enter into paradise.  They immediately started to grumble and complain.  The demand for immediate indulgence destroyed them.  The biggest reason people get in a financial wilderness is because they cannot wait to acquire material possession.  
d. Do not make the connection between behavior and consequences.   An entire generation died in the desert, griping at God the whole time, because they never understood that they were there as a result of their own actions.  They said, “God brought us into the desert to die.” 

· Most people singing the By Now Blues are self-indulgent, narcissistic, little babies in serious denial.  Some people will never stop singing the By Now Blues until they take responsibility for where their life is at.   They will be singing that tune until they understand that where they are is a result of choices and actions. 

3. You Never Discipline Yourself

· Solid food is for those who are mature, who have trained themselves (Vs14)
· Those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  I.E. They used their brain to exercise judgment. 

· If you had trained your self to walk in the spirit you would be where you want to be in God by now. 
If you had disciplined your flesh you would have kicked that .

If you had worked at your marriage you would have the marriage you want by now. 

If you had disciplined yourself in your spending habits you would not be singing the By Now Blues in regard to your finances. 

If you had trained yourself to make right decisions you would not be singing the By Now Blues in any area of your life right now. 

· Don’t think of discipline as some horrible thing.  Think of it as happening to life instead of life happening to you.  Go on and wait for the miracle but while you are waiting train yourself, work on your life, discipline your self.  If you will by the time that miracle rolls around you probably wont need it nearly as bad as you think you.

Bye Bye By Now
The Bible not only tells you how you got there, but how to get rid of those blues.  

Luke 13:6 Then Jesus used this illustration: "A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 7 Finally, he said to his gardener, 'I've waited three years, and there hasn't been a single fig! (BY NOW) Cut it down. It's taking up space we can use for something else.' 8 "The gardener answered, 'Give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I'll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer. 9 If we get figs next year, fine. If not, you can cut it down.'" 

1. Don’t give up. Verse 8 Give it one more chance.  Leave it another year. 

· Don’t buy the lie that maybe it wasn’t meant to be.  Don’t get sucked into the fallacy that it is just your lot in life. 

2. Dig into it. Verse 8 I shall dig about it – KJV
· Make a commitment to work on it.  Again, quit waiting for life to happen to you and go happen to life.  Quit “poofing”  Pray, Wait, Fast. Go do something.  ANYTHING IS BETTER THAN NOTHING.

· 3 Hebrews, refused to bow.  Mordecai, sat in the kings gate.  

3. Demand Results. Verse 9 If we get figs next year, fine. If not, you can cut it down.'" 
· Learn to raise your own level of expectations for yourself and your life.  

· Make some commitments to yourself to take drastic steps until you start getting the result you know you should be having. 

· Be willing to cut stuff down, throw things overboard, take drastic measure or you will be singing those blues until the day you die and your situation will never change. 

Now I know you think I am being harsh, not sensitive to your situation. Not very compassionate and empathetic.  I know you are justifying your singing of these particular blues by telling yourself that your situation is unique and without precedent.  I submit to you that in the vast majority of cases you got there precisely by doing one or all three of the things I preached about.  I also know you can get out by following the simple pattern of Luke 13.  But before you turn again to sing a few more verses of the By Now Blues allow me to point something out to you.  Maybe there really is nothing you could have done.  Maybe there is nothing you can do to get out of it.  But that doesn’t mean you are without hope.  

In John 11 Lazarus, the friend of Jesus died.  And Jesus came to the tomb of his friend.  

John 11: 39  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by now he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.

Some have been singing those blues so long their whole situation is rotten. 

By now all hope has decayed.
By now you don’t even want to look at the dream anymore. 

By now it is such a putrid mess best just leave it buried. 

By now it does not seem to be worth the trouble. 

By now the thing is no longer viable. 

But Jesus said……I am not giving up on it. 

John 11:23  Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

But Jesus is going to dig into it.  

John 11: 39  Jesus said, Take ye away the stone.

An altar is a chance for you to uncap some stuff that is rotting away, and drag it out and deal with it.  
Jesus Is Going To Demand Some Results

John 11: 43  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

Instead of sitting around singing the By Now Blues why don’t you team up with Jesus on the situations you have buried.  The things that are so painful you don’t even want to deal with them.  The things that by now are so rotten in your life you would prefer not to even mess with.  Let Jesus put faith in you to not give up.  Let Jesus dig into it with you.  Let His mighty voice speak into your life with miracle power and make the demands that will make your dreams live. 
