Brands From The Burning

This is a vision the prophet Zechariah had concerning Joshua the high priest, not the successor to Moses.  

Zechariah 3:1 And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.

2  And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.

Joshua is battered and ragged.  Obviously has been under assault, and in this vision is in imminent danger of another attack.  Satan standing at his right hand.  That is significant.  

The right hand is always symbolic of strength.  To be at someone right hand means you have access to their strength.  Satan is positioned to attack Zechariah at the very source of his strength.  It is one thing to take a hit on your extremities.  It is quite another to take a gut punch.  A punch in the shoulder does not do to you what a blow under your sternum that knocks the wind out of you does.  Satan is in a position to attack Joshua’s strength.  In position to finalize the kill, execute the coup de grace.  I wonder does anybody know how Joshua felt?  

I have been beat on until I cannot even defend myself
If he doesn’t kill me I may just fall over anyway

Now he is hitting me in my strength
Now he is robbing my joy

Now he is messing with my peace which used to be my refuge
Now his attack is coming from sources that used to lift me

What happens next is like one of those old cowboy movies.  Where some poor dude is being beat viscously by the bad guy.  When the poor guy is totally defenseless the bad guy draws back his fist for a final blow that will finish him off, a hand emerges from off screen and grabs the villains wrist.  The camera pans around and there is the hero, holding the bad guy back.

Just as satan is about to launch his final most deadly attack God steps in…

“Wait a minute…I know this guy you are beating on…He looks familiar to me…: is not this a brand I plucked out of the fire?”

Didn’t I save him when he was going up in flames?
Didn’t I stick my mighty hand down into the fire and pull out his charred life and restore him?

Didn’t I pull him from certain destruction?
Didn’t I wade through six kinds of hell just to salvage his life?

I seem to remember healing him, cleansing him, restoring him, blessing him?
Mr. Satan if you think I did all of that just to watch you pummel and abuse him now you better think again.  This is a brand I plucked from the fire, I have already done too much to save him,  I will not let you abuse him now.

My word for the people of God is simply this.  You are brands from the burning.  He brought you out of bondage, He brought you out of pain, He brought you out of addiction, He brought you out of abuse, He brought you out of confusion, He brought you out of fear, and He did not do all of that just to sit back and let Satan pummel and abuse you.  In this house there is coming a divine rebuke against the tormenting spirits of hell.  These are brands from the burning devil, the Lord rebuke you. 

A Price Has Been Paid
I Corinthians 6: 19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20  For ye are bought with a price:

And what a price was paid…

I Peter 1:18  For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19  but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

See, not to be too simplistic, but we belong to Jesus…

Psalm 100:3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

We belong to God and He is not going to let His stuff get messed with. 

14 John 10: 10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.

15 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

Some may just leave you to be destroyed but Jesus is giving us a promise here.  
I purchased you with blood.
You are the sheep of my pasture

There is a ravenous wolf that would like to rip you to shreds
If I were just a hired hand I might let you get destroyed.

But I am not a hired hand, you are mine.  You let me handle the big bad wolf.  

YOU ARE BRANDS GOD PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING, HE WILL NOT LET SATAN DESTROY YOU!

Lot
He will not let Satan destroy you even when you make dumb, bone-headed decisions. 

Genesis 19.  Lot made a dumb choice to live in the wicked city of Sodom.  God passed judgment on that city.  At the petition of Abraham two angels were dispatched to that city to get Lot and his family out. 

In verses 9 and 10 they save Lot’s daughters from being raped and Lot from being murdered. 

In verse 16, as God was beginning to rain fire on Sodom the angels drug his family from the burning city. 

Genesis 19:17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 18  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord: 19  Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast showed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:

Do you understand how insulting all your fear and worry and doubt is to God?  God has saved him twice in the span of 24 hours, then points him to a mountain and Lot cant go because something bad might happen to him?  If God wanted something evil to take him he could have let him be ripped to shreds by the crowd.  If God wanted something evil to happen to him he could have let him get scorched in the city. God just wants to bless and prosper him after he pulled him out of a smoldering wreck of a life.

Rebuke the fear that is trying to swallow you whole.  

If God wanted something bad to happen to you He would have left you in the shambles you were in when He found you.

He drug you out of bars.
He busted you out of addiction

He rescued you from abuse
He pulled you out when you were drowning in debt

He pulled your mind back from the ragged edge of insanity
He stayed your hand when in despair you were about to take your own life

He covered your sin under an ocean of grace
You think He has pointed you up the mountain ahead of you for your destruction.  There is nothing but blessing on top of that mountain.  When God found you, you were nothing more than a burning, charred fragment of a life.  Now that you are whole He needs you to take a mountain for Him and you think He is setting you up for something evil?

Numbers 21:5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?

Don’t you understand His own glory and honor is at stake concerning you, the sheep of His pasture, His property.  You don’t think He will get ticked off when people start trashing what He considers to be His just look what He did to the money changer’s that were trashing His house in Matthew 21.

I Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20  For ye are bought with a price:

