Becoming Very Great

Genesis 6:12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him. 13 And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: 

There is a world of difference between better and best, good and excellent, amateur and pro.  The very best amateur is a pale shadow of the professional in any given field.  A person can go a long way on natural talent, but it takes years of work to transform that natural talent into true greatness.  And in this passage the Bible makes a distinction between great and very great.  There is the greatness of a one-time blessing and there is the greatness that you grow into.   There is the greatness that can come from a one-time miracle of God, but beyond that there is a greatness that is beyond, it is described as very great.  

Isaac sowed and basically had one bumper crop that came strictly by the blessing of the Lord.  God blessed him and he knocked it out of the park.  Now Isaac has a choice to make; He can ride out this blessing, this bumper crop for as long as he can, or, he can do what it takes to take the blessing of God that has made him great and use it to transition to true greatness.   There needs to come to the body of Christ a real understanding about true greatness, it is not bestowed it is grown into.  You can live a long time off of the one bumper crop, you can coast a long time on potential, you can stretch a blessing a long way, but it will not get you from great to very great.   In order for this concept to really mean something to you there is some information you need to understand.

Isaac Went Forward
· There are miracles of survival and miracles of prosperity. .  Isaac moved forward from survival to prosperity.  God gave Israel miracles in the wilderness that were miracles of survival.  Water from a rock, bread from the sky.  Miraculous yes, but they were still living on bread and water. (prisoners)  He takes them into the Promised Land and they have flocks, herds, and vineyards.  Milk, meat, wine, and fruit.  Lots better than water and bread but this miracle of prosperity means that they now have to work.  They can’t roll out of bed and scrape breakfast off the ground.  When you move from great to very great your are moving from survival to prosperity.  But it also means that you are moving from getting everything handed to you to a place where that you are making things happen in your life.  The lie of the prosperity doctrine is that life at the very great level happens the same way that it happens at the great level.  God will give you survival miracles to keep you from starving to death, but that is not where he wants you to live.  God may give your marriage a blessing to keep it from crashing but you have to work to make it awesome.  God may touch your finances to keep you from getting evicted but you better manage your blessing if you want to financial freedom.  God may miraculously deliver you from bondage but you better learn discipline if you want to live in perpetual freedom. 

Survival miracles are for a limited time, prosperity miracles are perpetual.
Survival miracles are strictly Gods doing, prosperity involves you and Him.

Survival miracles happen to you, prosperity miracles because of you.
The difference between them is great and very great.  When you move from great to very great your are moving from survival to prosperity.

· The choice is between a great past and a great future.  Isaac went forward from being a guy with a great story to a guy with a great future.  That blessing, that bumper crop, that thing that miraculously fell from the sky is only going to last so long.  The longer it has been since that blessing the less strength it has in your life.  You are going to have to decide if you always want to live rejoicing over what happened or planning what will happen.   That spiritual breakthrough, that touch, that revelation, that financial blessing, that opportunity that talent, that reprieve that has come to your marriage, those blessings only have so much life in them.  At some point you will either decide to live as a person with a great story about what happened one time or you will decide to move forward and become very great.  If Isaac does not move forward he becomes a one hit wonder, a flash in the pan, a shooting star.  Or he can move forward and become very great all the days of his life.   When you move forward from being great to very great you are moving from being a person with a great past to being a person with a great future. 

· The choice is between being a person of potential and a person of achievement.  One bumper crop showed everybody that there was no telling what this guy could become.  But if all he ever produces is one bumper crop he is all promise and potential but nothing more.  The Bible calls such people empty clouds that promise much but carry no rain. (Jude)  God expects SO MUCH out of your life.  The very first commandment was for you to be fruitful and multiply.  Among the harsher rebukes and condemnations handed out in scripture is the one given to the servant who buried his talent and made no effort to multiply it.  I believe he was cast into outer darkness.  God expects out of us lives of significance, lives of meaning, lives that can be read of all men as living letters of the gospel.  When you decide to move forward from great to very great you are moving from being a person of potential to being a person of achievement. 
If you want to go from survival to prosperity, great past to a great future, potential to achievement, I can tell you some specific things that will make that transition happen.  Before I get to those specifics let me tell you a couple of things that just need to be part of your life every day if you are to become very great. 

The Mechanics Of The Move
In the text the Bible says that Isaac went forward and grew.  If you are ever going to be more than just the recipient of blessings, if you are going to become very great you have to be moving forward and growing.  ALWAYS.

Move Forward

Learn to get over stuff.  Good and bad.  Learn to move forward, away from pain, away from failure, away from what you were, away from what happened.  Learn to move on from your great victories. (Peter staring into heaven)  I no it may have been bad, move forward.  I know you think maybe that was as good as it gets, move forward.

Get in motion.  You need to learn to defy the laws of physics and in your personal quest toward the greatness God destined you for find perpetual motion.  You are not resting on what you did, you are not stuck in what you were, you are not at the same level of spiritual experience.  You are moving forward. 

Hear it from the mouth of one that was very great…

Phillipians 3:13 But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

Grow

As you are moving forward you need to be growing.  Spiritually, emotionally, intellectually.  I don’t have time to get bogged down here, but the curse of the church is too many people that get borne again but never grow one iota in Christ.  They remain the same little spiritual baby they were the day they got saved.  They want people to sit around and spoon feed them and wipe the pabulum from the corner of their mouth. GROW!  Read a book, find an experience, GROW!

Hebrews 5:12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13  Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14  But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

Growth would solve the majority of problems.  In a marriage, in a business, in a church, in a person.  

These are the mechanics of moving from great to very great.  Move forward and grow, move forward and grow and you will come into a state of being very great.

Steps
In addition to always moving forward and always growing there are three things Isaac did in the process of moving from great to very great.  I could preach a sermon about each of these.  

Dig Out Dads Well

Genesis 26:18 And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham:

If you are going to become truly great you have to dig out the old wells, you have to dig out Dads well.  In the past lies the answers for the future.  There are things that worked way back when that will work today.  

I know times change, methods change, practices and culture changes.  No one is more cognizant of that than I, yet I also understand that some truth is timeless and some lessons have already been learned and there is no need to make some mistakes again.  

If praying and waiting on God gave birth to a church in the book of Acts maybe it is a well we need to dig out. 

In First Samuel 21, David was on the run from his enemies and he stopped in the temple for food.  He asked the priest for a weapon.

Ist Samuel 21:9 And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me.

If it worked to slay a giant it will deliver me now.  What worked to bring that first blessing?  What worked this far?  What gave birth to passion in your life the first time?  You may need to go dig up some old experiences in an altar, you may need to go dig out an old burden of ministry you have buried in your busy life, you may need to dust off a vision of your life you used to have.  You need to dig out dads well.  

Revelation 3:1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2  Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3  Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent.

If you are staggering about on your last legs, passion about to die, vision about to die, hope about to die, ”Remember what you have received and heard”.  Somewhere in your past you heard a sermon, you heard from God, you received a blessing, you received a one time bumper crop, you received a ministry, you received a vision for your life.  Go back and dig it up.  

In the past is the key to your future.  What caused marriages to endure, how did they raise responsible kids, how were values passed on, what built great economies, great neighborhoods, great churches?  

Isaac knew that if he was to become very great he was going to need his fathers wells.  The first thing you have to do to move from great to very great is dig out dads well.  If you do not value the past you will never be significant in the future.  Too many change agents just have an eye for the future with no regard for what has come before.  You better understand that where ever you are headed starts in that old well.  

Search For A Spring

Genesis 26:19 And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water.

Just as much as I need Dads well I also need a spring.  I need something fresh and current in my life. If I am going to arrive at a place of being very great it will be because I searched for and found a spring of strength, refreshing, anointing, and hope.  

God could have led Israel across the desert by taking them from water hole to water hole.  Instead he gave them a rock that followed them with water gushing, because God knows you need a spring to get to your destiny.  (I Corinthians 3:10)  

Please hear me.  Some of you would have us dig out Dads well then camp out there.  But this is not the same world that those wells ministered to.  In our day we need a spring that is current, that is fresh, that is right now.  (I am having a hard time because I am preaching to individuals and to a church)  Some of us only pray certain prayers, we only like certain songs, certain modes of worship, certain preachers and ministries, we only shout and rejoice over certain revelations.  We need to search for a spring though which God can send us new direction, new revelation, new strength for new challenges.  (God will give you a spring…)  

I am not contradicting what I just preached about digging our dads well.  In watching children swing in the park I got a glimpse of what the church has to do to become a force in the world.  I got an idea of the motion individuals will have to take if they are going to be relevant, significant, and very great.  The kids lean way back, gripping firmly on the chains, then they kick hard forward, again, again, again.  And that repeated process of leaning back, gripping the chains, and kicking forward propels them higher and higher.  

If we as a church can learn to lean way back on the foundation of the apostles, on the foundation of the early church, lean way back on truth dug out by a generation that desired nothing more than the will of God on earth.  Maybe they were blind in some areas, maybe they did stress some things too much, but never doubt their sincere passion for God.  If we can lean way back…

But at the same time grip the chains of the present.  Never lose grasp of the world we must minister to.  Never lose touch with the reality we occupy.  Don’t lean so far back we are not relevant to our time.  Keep a firm grasp on the present…

And kick hard into the future.  Lead the way into change.  Don’t wait for society to change, but move ahead of the curve with righteous integrity.  Hollywood and online pornography do not need to be the bellweathers of modern technology.  Godless think tanks and humanistic organizations do not need to be the loudest voices in the new ethical arguments.  Those positions belong to the church and to Christians.

Lean back on the past, grip the present, kick into the future, and you/we will become very great. 

Become An Altar Builder

Genesis 26:25  And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there:

Isaac built an altar, a place where He could come into contact with God.  He pitched his tent in the place where he communed with God.  There is no greatness without God at the center of your life.  Every night in the home I grew up in ended with the whole family on their knees.  My mom and dad built an altar in the place they lived.  They are very great.  Successful in every way that matters.  

Dig dads well…Search for a spring…Build an altar…

You will become very great.
