The Barbarians Blunder

Acts 27:21 But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. 22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. 23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island. 

Acts 28:1 And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita. 2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 

The philosopher has said “I think therefore I am.”  I believe I understand what he is saying.  However I think a far more accurate statement of most people’s grasp on their own existence would be “I sense therefore I am.”  For you see, we perceive the world and we define reality by what we see, hear, touch, taste, and smell.  We define reality with our five senses.  If we cannot perceive something through our five senses we immediately began to doubt the reality and veracity of it.  I will just have to see for myself.  I have not heard a word about it.  (babies, stripers) 
I know we talk about feeling God in an emotional sense but for a lot of people that is not enough.  They must perceive something through at least one of their five senses or they will not believe.  This is the challenge of faith: To believe what I cannot see, to believe in what I cannot grasp, to believe what my senses tell me is not so. 
This has always been the challenge of the Kingdom of God, for it is a Kingdom of faith.  The Bible starts with a raw challenge to our senses: “In the beginning God…” It never offers any empirical evidence, no tangibles are given, it is a raw challenge to our faith to say “I believe.”  So powerful is this concept that our salvation is predicated upon it. 

I John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

Knowing is predicated upon believing not feeling. 

I John 3:23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 11:6  He that cometh to God must believe that He is…

Romans 10: 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

The way you get past guilt, shame, inferiority, and condemnation is not in the manipulation of your feelings but in your believing. 

 The reason that believing is such a challenge to us is because we are enslaved to our senses.  They battle against us, trying to convince us that the only reality is what we can see, hear, taste, touch, and smell.  We build systems of belief and philosophies out of this enslavement to our senses.  We base life decisions on how we “feel” about something.  We have elevated sense and feeling to god-like status where everything we do is all predicated on how we may or may not feel.  And we wrongly assume there can be no reality outside of what we can define through our senses. 

If a tree falls in the woods and there is no one there to hear it….  The question is really about the nature of reality, and does a reality exist outside of our ability to perceive it.  The pointy headed pseudo-educated member of academia who came up with this little question probably thinks he is brilliant.  And students have long pondered this most weighty of questions.   WELL OF COURSE IT DOES.  But we are so enslaved to our senses we have a hard time believing anything happens unless we personally experience it.  If we do not hear it for ourselves, if we don’t see it for our self, we somehow doubt that it ever happened.  
This has always been the struggle of faith.  
John 14:8 Show us the Father and that will be enough. 

Matthew 12:38 We would see a sign…

John 20:25 (Thomas) Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
This was and is the reason for all systems of idol worship, demanding a God we could prove and validate with our senses.  Not a lot has changed.   For the most part we demand sensate proof because we have arrived at a time culturally when logic would dominate and logical conclusion would dictate that we believe only what our senses can prove to us.  But logical conclusion always excludes the supernatural power of God.
A Dimension Beyond 

Until we rise above the level of our own senses we are no better off than our barbarian predecessors who had to have idols of stone and wood.  We are a little more sophisticated in our idols, but the belief system is the same.  Until we rise above that we are trapped in the realm of the natural and nothing supernatural takes place.  This is the reason for a lack of miraculous manifestation, we believe only what we can see, hear, touch, taste, and smell.  

But there is a supernatural realm.  There is a whole dimension beyond your senses.  There is a dimension in God that transcends the limitations of our flesh. 

II Kings 6 (Elisha’s servant)
Numbers 22 (Balaams donkey)

*II Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 

Daniel 10 – (Angelic Warfare)

Ephesians 3:19 – Love that passes knowledge
Phillipians 4:7 – Peace that passes understanding

I Peter 1:8 – Joy unspeakable
There are some incredible things prepared for you by God, but you are not going to get to them through your five senses, this is a spiritual thing, in a spiritual dimension, and you must have the Spirit of God to see them.*

Believing Like The Barbarians
But most of us never get there because we believe like barbarians.  (Recap story of Melita)

· The word venomous is in italics in KJV.  (vs 4) not in the original. They really didn’t know if this snake was poisonous or not, they made an assumption, and that is not the only assumption they made.  

· Based on what they saw (vs 4) they immediately determined Paul’s character and destiny.

· NO DOUBT (Instantly utterly convinced by their senses)

· This man is a murderer. 

· This man is going to die. 

· They became completely convinced based on the erroneous input of their senses. 

The Worth Of A Word

What they did not know was that Paul had been talking to an angelic emissary from God, and the word from God was “You are going to Rome.”  Can I tell you all it takes to lift you above the enslavement to your senses is a word from God.  That is why you need to be in a Holy Ghost church where a preacher will give you a fresh Word, because your senses will lie to you.  See, I have found some promises of God about a realm beyond my senses therefore I will start to believe what I cannot see, I will start to speak what I cannot hear, I will step out where I can see where my foot is going to fall.  Not based on what I see, hear, touch, smell, taste, but based on what God told.  God told me He would never leave or forsake me.  God told me He would supply all my needs according to His riches in glory.  God told me He is faithful and just to forgive me all my transgressions, endlessly merciful, amazingly gracious.  

I come to bring a word to some people who see everything that is going wrong, you have heard all the bad reports, but now, based not on what your senses tell you but what you believe in your heart, you are going to step out of the realm of the natural and the supernatural is going to be loosed in your life.   You can discount the seeming evidence of your senses when you get a Word from God. 

II Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

Matthew 14 – (Peter “Bid me come)

Get a Word from God and by faith stand on it.  Quit getting rattled by everything you see and hear.  Walk by faith, not sight.  

Believing While Others Blunder
It takes an absolute act of your will to step outside the realm of your senses and walk by faith.  This is the toughest thing you will ever do, to choose to believe God in spite of what your senses tell you.  In verse 5 this is what Paul does.  He is a murderer, the snake is poisonous, he is going to die.   Paul says, Don’t think so.  And shakes the snake off in the fire.  When you make a bold declaration of faith just get ready for every one to react.    Verse 6 They looked…  Watching to see if he swells up and dies.  

Every time you step out in faith people will stand around, slaves to their senses and say, Well, we will see about that... 

My kids are coming back to God. Well, we will see about that...
I am going to win people to Jesus. Well, I will believe it when I hear it…
I am going to start my own business. Well I don’t see how your going to do that…
God has called me to a ministry. Well, I will believe it when I see it…
God has healed me.  I will have to see that for myself…
Logic Loss

While Paul believes everybody else is sitting around waiting for him to swell up and die because this is the logical conclusion of being snake bit.   When you choose to trust God be prepared for everyone to start taking bets on how long you are going to last.  Don’t get mad at them, they are just enslaved to their senses.  They just arrive at a logical conclusion based on the evidence of their senses.  

When Paul did not die, they still followed their senses to the next logical conclusion.  (verse 6) When they looked and saw that nothing happened they changed their minds and said “He must be a god!”  Five minutes ago your senses told you without doubt he is a  snake bit murderer about to die.   Now those same senses are telling you he is a god.  Is seeing really believing?   Can you really trust what your eyes and ears tell you?  Whose report will you believe?  Remember, logical conclusion always excludes the power and possibility of God.   Logical conclusion says he is going to die.  God says he is going to Rome. 

Logical conclusion says inoperable cancer will kill you.  God said by His stripes you are healed. 

Logical conclusion says that when the economy tanks everybody is going broke.  God said you just seek my Kingdom, I know what you need.  I will take care of you according to my resources not yours. 

Logical conclusion says that some mistakes put you beyond hope.  But God has declared that if any man is in Christ he is a new creature.
This is the barbarians blunder: Believing only what is perceived through your five senses and discounting the power of Almighty God.   

This is what happened to Jacob in Genesis 37.  Based on a coat dipped in blood by Joseph’s brothers Jacob made the barbarians blunder. 

Genesis 37:32 This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no. 33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.

All the while God is taking Joseph on a journey that will make him the most powerful man in the world.
This is the barbarians blunder: Believing only what is perceived through your five senses and discounting the power of Almighty God.
Numbers 13 The spies said: Land eats up it’s inhabitants, great walled cities, giants.  (disease, fight one city at a time, three easy victories) Besides, God had already promised them the land.  

This is the barbarians blunder: Believing only what is perceived through your five senses and discounting the power of Almighty God.
Take Leave Of Your Senses
I am inviting you to take leave of your senses.  Not your mind, your senses.  

This is Paul and Silas singing praises in a jail at midnight.  Cant see a way out, but taking leave of their senses and believe in God. 

This is the priest walking into the Jordan river.  Not seeing it open until their feet hit it.  Taking leave of their senses and trust in God. 

This is three Hebrew boys refusing to worship an idol they could see, walking into flames with an invisible God, ignoring the heat. 

If you have a situation in your life, if you have uttered the words “I just don’t see how…”  I want you to take leave of your senses and trust in God.  

