And Others

The eleventh chapter of the Book of Hebrews is well known and beloved by Christians.  This chapter has been called the roll call of the faithful, the hall of fame for the heroes of faith.  It mentions several characters in the OT who through their faith in God accomplished spectacular things.  You will find reference there to people whose accomplishments are so significant that even non-believers recognize them.  Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Moses.  You will read there a short synopsis of these great and heroic people’s lives.  You will get a condensed version of the acts that they were able to perform because they had faith in God.   

But there is something in this passage that I want to show you.  It is a little thing that at first is almost a curiosity but the longer you look at it the more profound it becomes.  After mentioning these heroes of the faith, and taking the time to give you a glimpse of what made them great the Apostle makes a curious change in the flow of his statement.  (leaves off bio)

Hebrews 11:32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 33  Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34  Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:

Now we are really talking about some heavy hitters here:

David - the King of Israel, the Sweet Psalmist of Israel, Giant Slayer, Man After Gods Own Heart.

Gideon – The faithful warrior who attacked an army so vast they could not be numbered with only a handful of men.

Jepthae – So faithful to God that he honored a covenant that cost him a beloved daughter

Samson – The deliverer whose exploits are known even to this day even by people who do not follow Christ.

Samuel – Greatest of  OT prophets and the anointer of kings. 

The Prophets – We are talking Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Ezekiel.

They really don’t come any bigger, there are no greater accomplishments of note, there doesn’t seem to be anyone more worthy of mention than these that Paul chose to leave out.  He said in verse 32 “time would fail me”, “I don’t have time to talk about these”.  He gave you little bios with the others, but now he tells us he is running out of time, and so he can squeeze something else in He is not going to talk about these giants of scripture.  What could be so important that Paul would choose to not spend a little time talking about David, Samson, or even Elijah?  He is telling us that he has a limited amount of time and there is some other pressing thing he needs to tell us about.  He skips over some of the luminaries of scripture and in the middle of verse 35 you see why he had to leave off talking about the superstars of faith.  At the end of this long list that contains some of the most recognizable names of all scripture you read;

35b and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38  (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

Paul saved some time to make sure to tell the believers that when we are talking about greatness, when we are talking about notable faith, when we are talking about saving faith, when we are talking about greatness of character there will be the marquee luminaries but just as worthy of mention are the others.  And although they may be faceless and nameless they should be included when we talk about greatness.  

And I am so glad he did.  

Everyone Is Not A Hero
Let me tell you why this is significant and why you need to hear this sermon. I cannot identify with most of the people in this chapter.  

I will probably never be a conquering king like David.  Most days I do good to conquer my own doubts and fears. 

I doubt I will ever manifest the courage of Samson who stared a lion in the eye and did not back away.  Sometimes I run from my own temptations because I know if I confront in the moment I will probably lose.  

Be a deliverer like Moses?  Most days I am looking for freedom myself.
Change the course of a nation like Elijah/Elisha?  I agonize every day hoping I can keep my sons on the right path.

Turn my back on everything to find God like Abraham?  There are days that the only reason I make it to church is because it’s my job.
Is that too much honesty for you?   I don’t identify with these people.  I am in awe of them.  They set a high standard for me.  But if God tarries and some future apostle were to right an open letter to the church where he holds up for example some 20th/21st  century heroes of faith I don’t see my name appearing there.  Had the apostle Paul stopped with these heroes I would wonder where I fit in the larger picture of the kingdom of faith.

But then I found myself in the text.  He said “others”.  And the exploits of the “others” are not at first glance nearly as impressive.  I saw it picture clear in verse 37.  

And others…they wandered…being destitute, afflicted, tormented,…and others…they wandered.

Not everyone has his or her act together. 

Not everyone is a super-achiever.

Not everyone is the first to get picked.
Not everyone is the picture perfect candidate for saint-hood. 

Not everyone achieves their objectives. (don’t have any, they wander)
Not everyone always gets it right. 

Not everyone will have statues made of them and songs sang about them.

Some, a very few, do those things, others wander.  But the apostle knew what I am telling you, and that is this: The faith of the wanderer is just as great as the faith of the hero.  And if we are going to give examples of faith lets talk about the wanderers a bit.   As a matter of fact, he omitted several of the more notable heroes to make room for the others that wander. 

Those people that do all the great noteworthy exploits are the exception, not the rule.  Most wander. And I come, not to preach to the heroes that have got it all together.  I have come to preach to the others that wander.  And I come to lift high your faith, and I come to you in the midst of your wandering to let you know God sees you, He values you.  He checked the hand of the Apostle as he wrote down the great heroes of faith and made room to mention others, like you and I, that wander.  It is as though the Lord told Paul, “Look, if we are going to talk heroes, if we are going to talk about noteworthy accomplishments you better talk about the majority who go through life without note, without accolades, without face to face encounters with me, without daily provision from my hand like I gave to Moses, with unbelievable suffering and yet remain faithful.  You better say something about the others that wander”.
I Am A Wanderer
I can identify with these that wandered, destitute, afflicted, and tormented much more than I can with any one of the ones that preceded them.

Most days I feel more like a survivor than a hero does. 

Most days I am more frightened pilgrim than bold explorer. 

The most common emotion is not determination it is desperation.

I feel terrified more than I feel tough. 

A lot of the time there is more pain present than peace. 

And yet I am here, and all of my blind stumbling inevitably brings me back to Christ.   And I have found myself destitute of strength and peace yet I kept pressing on.  And I have found myself afflicted by the consequences of my own poor judgment and wrong choices yet I have not quit.  And I have been tormented by my mistakes when I could not sense the grace of God yet I did not stop until I got back to the banks of the cleansing river of Gods blood and grace.  I have never subdued a kingdom, stopped the edge of a sword, or shut the mouth of a lion.  I have never parted oceans and commanded the rain.  I, at best have wandered, but in my wandering I have remained faithful and that my brothers and sisters is the bottom line.  I refuse to beat myself up, and I am not going to let you dump on yourself because you don’t think you are a marquee name in the kingdom of faith.  Let me remind you, some of the luminaries, some of the notable ones got shoved aside so there could be a mention of our story.  Others wandered…

Others wander through the loneliness of broken marriages…
Others wander through the heartache of lost children…

Others wander through the frustration of lost jobs & stagnant careers…
Others wander through the sufferings in their body…

Others wander through the deaths of there most cherished loved ones…
Others wander through the endless internal struggle with temptation…

Others wander through days of condemnation until they found grace…
Others wander through the crushing burden of single parenthood…

Others wander through long nights of questions and doubts…
Others wander through the humiliation of failure…

And yet they remain faithful, and yet they don’t give up on God, and yet they worship Him, and yet they love him, and yet they keep trying.  

And if we are going to talk about heroes of faith, we better pause to mention the others that wander. 

The Core Of The Kingdom
Let me tell you something brothers and sisters.  The heart of the kingdom is not comprised of the noteworthy.  The core of the kingdom of God is made up of the others that wander.

I Corinthians 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

That is not what makes up the vast majority of the Kingdom.  Those are not even really what this kingdom is about.  

Matthew 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5  And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.

We see John, always close to Jesus.  There is Peter, always at the center of attention.  Judas, carrying the money bag.  Who is the greatest?   Surely one of these notables is the greatest.  

No, Jesus brings a little child. And Jesus said, “Ok boys, this is it right here.  This little one that believes in me is the very heart of the matter.  (verse 6)  Not any of you cats that really think you are the one keeping it all together.  But this little one. This is the heart of my kingdom, this is what it will be built of.”

Why use a child?

They are small.

Easily overlooked.

Most are without accomplishments that we would take note of. 

They don’t have a lot to offer.  As a matter of fact, they demand a whole lot of care.

And yet, nowhere in scripture will you find more passion than when Jesus starts talking about the little ones that believe in Him.  And Jesus said unequivocally that there is no one in the Kingdom greater. NO ONE! 

No one is greater than…

Mario Fuentes who wandered into Cordoba, Argentina with three small children, no money, no job, no contacts, to raise up a church for Jesus.  Lived through the freezing winter in one room with dirt floors and plastic over the empty windows eating potatoes.  Wandered through the streets of the city to witness, to find a job, to find a place to have church.

Jill Busha who for 6 years has ran the Metro Family Crisis Pregnancy Center.  Working countless hours without pay to persuade young girls to give that tiny life inside of them a chance to breath.  And in the process she tries to win those girls to Christ.

Unemployed folk who never let the passion of their worship be dimmed during a long job search.

Than the teenagers who serve God without shame even as they wander through schools filled with temptation.

Than the businessmen in our church maintain their integrity even as they wander through a world that is an ethical land mine.  

Than the little families in our church who put God first with their finances even as they wander through a world consumed with materialism that is putting relentless pressure on them to show all the signs of wealth. 

No one is greater than the little one who believes and is faithful.  No one is greater than the others who wanderer.   And I come to lift you up in your most holy faith.  I want you to walk out of here understanding how significant you are in the kingdom of God.  

While God was establishing a king (David) HE was saving a cripple. (Mephibosheth)  / When you come into your kingdom…   God is interested in the others, nameless, that wander.  As a matter of fact if I weigh the evidence of David and Jesus you are not going into your destiny until you take a few with you as well.  

Luke 14 – Get the halt, blind, lame.  God intends on transforming them all anyway so it really doesn’t matter.  God would just as soon have a prostitute as senator because before it is all over HE is going to transform them into the image of Jesus Christ.   It is just raw material for His kingdom.   If you wandered into this place…why don’t you allow God to come and touch your life.  
