A Simple Answer For Complex Problems

I am continually amazed by the ability of people to take something good and mess it up, and to take something simple and complicate it.  It is astounding to me.   I can guarantee few things in life, but I can guarantee that if you find something in this world that is good, easily understood, and effective and it will not be long until somebody finds away to make it infinitely more difficult and absolutely worthless.  

· Coke.  Most widely marketed product in the world.  Somebody felt the need to improve on it, and almost took it under in the process.

· Technology.  It has not really improved our lives, it has created much, much more work.  We have taken a simple lifestyle and complicated it a thousand fold.  We have convinced ourselves we cannot live and be productive without technology that 25 years ago was the stuff of science fiction.

· Favorite Products. Every time I find a product I really like some pseudo-educated marketing genius decides that since so many people like the product they will produce a new and improved version that in no way resembles the original.

· Sermons 

I guess we are wired this way.  We suspicion anything simple, and refuse to allow our selves the luxury of putting faith into anything simple.   We have this uncontrollable urge to tear everything apart and try and improve on it, and inevitably we create huge problems for ourselves.  This is true of us as a race, and true of us as individuals.  As a race of people we are messing around in some areas that we would do well to leave alone.   We (The human race) are taking good and destroying it, we are taking what should be simple issues and complicating them beyond the average mans understanding. (Genetics / Child-Rearing)  I am not trying to be alarmist, this is simply human nature.   To take what is good and destroy it, and take what is simple and make it complex.  

We are destroying a perfect habitat to provide ourselves with luxuries that are not essential to life.  The reason we are doing this is because we could not tolerate the simple life-style.  Don’t feel bad, man has always been this way.

In The Beginning

Adam and Eve had it made.   

· No worries.

· Perfect environment.

· Incredible wealth. (Even as we define it, i.e. leisure time)

· Run around naked all day.  

· Eat whatever they want.

· Their only responsibility was to name the animals and have kids.  And having kids was not even a painful uncomfortable deal.

· They would have lived forever.  (Satan did not try to get them to eat of the tree of eternal life, at that point they had it.   He is trying to get people to not partake of that one now.)

· They had a dream life, and MESSED IT UP!

· “I wonder what would happen if I eat this…”
· Everything went down hill after that.

· They were possessors of this unique ability to take something good and to take something simple and complicate it.

Solomons Fountain

When Solomon built the magnificent temple he had a fountain made and placed somewhere in the temple.  God gave the dimensions to him.  It was a massive bowl, so large that the Bible calls it a sea, and said it was so big you could not weigh it.  It rested on the back of twelve bronze bulls.  Long after the death of Solomon the mechanics of this fountain intrigued the people.   They could not see into the basin to figure out how it worked.  I am not sure what they were thinking, but I bet some idiot decided if he could just see into the fountain he could improve upon God’s design.   So they took they dismantled the whole basin, got it down off the back of the bulls, so that they could see how it worked, and in the process destroyed the whole thing, and never got it back right.

· This is human nature:

· To take what is good and destroy it, to take what is simple and complicate it.

The Identity & Nature Of God

It is really pretty simple.

Deut. 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

Hebrews 11:6 for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

We have spent hundreds of years, fought countless wars, trying to figure God out when He gave us an explanation that is simplicity itself.

· The Simplicity of God’s Law

· God gave His people a simple moral code to live by.

· Had they lived according to those ten simple commandments their life would have been infinitely better.

· The commandments made sense.

· God said, “Do this and none of the diseases and problems of the nations all around you will afflict you.  You will be above all of that.”

· The people took those simple commandments and turned them into almost 400 hundred laws that contradict themselves, and that no one can live up to.  
I could spend all day illustrating our propensity to take something good and mess it up, and to take the simple and complicate it.  But I think you get the point, and I think you know I am telling the truth, so let me cut to the chase.

· We mess up our lives!
· We complicate them with mad quests.

· We ignore common sense that would make our lives so much better and pursue foolish, impractical things that inevitably destroy us.  

· To him that knoweth to do good. (has to be frustrating to God.

· If you take fire to your bosom….
· We find it so hard to be content and happy and we just mess our lives up.

· My ego.

· All we have to do is abide by a few moral laws and our lives will be great, but we just cannot believe that in those simple things lies happiness, and so we go looking and probing for some deep mystery that once revealed will transport us to Nirvana.  

· Dr. Laura.  (Am appalled at the degree to which people mess their lives up) (Am amazed at the questions they ask) 

We all do it to varying degrees.  I find it amazing that true success in life can be defined by as a realization that success as defined by man will destroy you.

Solomon would have a hard time sorting out the life problems represented in this room alone!

It should be simple, all we have to do is follow a simple moral code, and our lives will be long, prosperous and fulfilling.  But we are singularly unable to do this.  (most of us) 

The destruction and havoc we wreak in our lives usually is at one of three levels.  And normally progressive.

Three Degrees of Destruction
First Degree: The Footnote

A lot of people’s problem is the most significant thing about them.  But for a lot of us, it is just a footnote in our life description.

II Kings 5:1  Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.

(Repeat slowly) 

 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, but he was a leper, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: but he was a leper,  he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.
It is not the kind of thing that is readily apparent.  It just shows up after a while.

You cannot move far enough away to be done with it.  It always seems to catch up with you and attach itself to every good thing you have done.  

It is forgotten for awhile.  Wear the long sleeved shirt, keep the collar buttoned, maybe no one will see the rotting flesh.  But one day it slips a little, and the talk starts again.  Did you see…  Did you know, and before you know it once again it is a little whispered footnote about you.  

· He is a great guy, she is a great lady but;

· Did you know that….

· Did you hear about…

· Do you remember when…

Second Degree: I And My Problem Are One

You move from having a little footnote, to being identified by your problem.

It is no longer He is a good guy, with this little question mark.   But now when people think of you their mind goes straight to the problem, and that is how you are identified.

