A Momma Model

Big news this week.  Heidi Klum, supermodel, has given birth to a baby girl. Do we have a picture or the young mother? (RIFF on the picture, thousands of images, scantily clad, just disgusting, had to spend hours sorting through them to get to one that was decently clothed.)   Ladies and gentlemen, I present you with the model mom!  No….not Heidi.  The Bible gives you the model mom.  Measuring up to Heidi is relatively easy.  Get blessed in the gene dept., some surgery, airbrushing, some time in the gym and you are there.  The real model mom, not quite as easily done.  

Proverbs 31:10 A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 11 Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 13 She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. 14 She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar.  15 She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls.  16 She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.  17 She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.  18 She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night.  19 In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers.  20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.  21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet.  22 She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple.  23 Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.  25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.  26 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 27  She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.  28 Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29  "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all."  30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  31 Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.

Solomon's description is all encompassing it is a tall order and daunting task.

In Marsha Drake's book, The Proverbs 31 Lady and other Impossible Dreams, she gives a spiritual journal, a record of her efforts to become the virtuous woman, and how she failed miserably until she let God take control. She writes in the preface: "Proverbs 31 has been both a marvelous model for the Christian wife and the cause of more guilt for her than anything else. When those verses become the pattern for a do-it-yourself project, frustration, guilt, and disillusionment can only result. When seen as what the power of the Holy Spirit can accomplish, those same verses are winsome and hope-filled."

For some of you this is a difficult weekend, it's tough for you to come to church, you've prayed for a child but God's answer has seemed to be no, or maybe you've experienced the pain of losing your mom or a child, and the memories are all consuming on a day like today. Maybe years ago you chose to end a pregnancy and Satan haunts you over something that you've repented of and that God has forgiven. Others of you just feel inadequate. Others are presently feeling incredible fulfillment from being a mom. Some of you don’t feel like the model mom and others do.  Today I want to encourage all of you and remind the rest of us, of how important moms are. And I want you to not look at the specific accomplishments of the Proverbs 31 woman, but at the pattern and model she left you to pursue. What does the model mom look like?  Not Heidi.

I. Model Momma is Valuable.
Proverbs 31:10-12
A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 
God’s word holds mom in incredibly high esteem.  It is a challenge to the church to restore this esteem to motherhood.  A young mom wrote about the challenge she faces day-to-day: "One of the hardest things about being a full-time mom is feeling fulfilled in my work. I have a 5-year-old, a 2-year-old, & a 5-month-old. In a job outside the home, you get raises, paychecks, compliments, promotions, adult conversation. At the end of a long day, I get another dirty diaper." 

This mom wasn't bitter; she was just honest. The work often seems endless. However, this Proverbs 31 mom refuses to throw in the towel. If God has blessed you with children, you're fortunate and honored.
Psalm 127:4,5 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth. 
Pouring your life into your children is a worthy calling that makes you valuable.
The Washington Times reported on a recent survey released last year by the nonpartisan public policy group Public Agenda, which revealed that 80 percent of mothers between the ages of 18 and 29 would rather stay home and take care of their children than work full time. 
This virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 was a working mom, and she may have worked out of her home, but her value came from the fact that mothering was more important than money and material possessions.  Many single moms would give anything in the world to be able to stay home with their children, but it's just not possible. However, when a mom is able to make that decision to dedicate her life to the home front, we ought to celebrate her as a champion of family values.

Some of you have heard of Tony Campolo. Tony has spent much of his life traveling around the world speaking at Christian gatherings. His wife, Peggy, stayed at home and chose to pour her life into raising their two children, Bart and Lisa. Years ago when Peggy Campolo would occasionally travel with Tony, she found herself in conversations with some of the most powerful, impressive, sophisticated women in the world. Sometimes she would feel intimidated and question her own self worth.  Tony said to her, "Honey, why don't you think of something you can say when you meet people, so they'll know that you value what you're doing and you think it's important?"  Not long thereafter, they were at a party. A woman said to Peggy in a rather condescending tone, "And, dear what is it that you do?" Tony said he heard his wife respond, "I am nurturing two Homo Sapiens into the dominant value of the Judeo-Christian tradition in order that they might become instruments of social transformation to turn the earth into the eschatological utopia which God has envisioned from the beginning of time. What do you do?"   The woman replied, "I'm just a physicist. I'm just trying to discover a cure for cancer."

Helen M. Young wrote in her book Children Won't Wait, "There will be a time when there will be no slamming of doors, no toys on the stairs, no childhood quarrels, no fingerprints on the wallpaper. Then may I look back with joy and not regret. God, give me wisdom to see that today is my day with my children. That there is no unimportant moment in their lives. May I know that no other career is so precious, no other work so rewarding, no other task so urgent. May I not defer it nor neglect it, but by the Spirit accept it gladly, joyously, and by Thy grace realize that the time is short and my time is now, for children won't wait."

Moms, you are valuable.
II. Model Momma is a hard worker
When you hear me preach about marriage you will here me say that great marriages are the result of hard work.   So is being a model momma.  This is a hard working woman.  

She is an eager worker.   
Proverbs 31:13-15 She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls.
What a task to day in and day out plan the menus for the meals. Calvin Trillin said, "The most remarkable thing about my mother is that for thirty years she served nothing but leftovers. The original meal has never been found."

What changes a job from drudgery to fulfillment is love.  Moms are not so much self-started as love-started.  
This woman in Proverbs 31 was also a risk taker.
Proverbs 31:16  She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. God had blessed her with business savvy that allowed her to see the opportunity in different situations. She was a good steward of what she had and was wise about how to invest what God had blessed her with.  But it even goes beyond that, it's a creativity that allows a mom to stretch a child to reach his potential, it's the creativity to know that fine line between when that child needs a spank on the bottom or a pat on the back or a warm hug.  She weighs decisions for herself and her family.  When they're older, that creativity may reveal itself in knowing when to stay out of the picture and not interfere, when to allow them the space to create their own holiday traditions rather than guilt tripping them into your unfair expectations, & when to speak out in love & challenge her children.

Our text also shows that she is a vigorous worker.
Proverbs 31:17-19 She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. In her hand she holds the distaff, and grasps the spindle with her fingers.
Proverbs 31:27  She watches over the affairs of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.
This woman is not sitting on her couch watching soap operas and eating bon bons all day. She works hard, and her vigorous work is a testimony to her diligence.  Mothers do so many unseen tasks that are taken for granted.  One dad realized how much his wife did that he never knew about when she went away on a week long business trip.  He said by the end of the week so much toothpaste had built up in the kids sink he could have chipped it out and made breath mints.  
III. Model momma is compassionate
Proverbs 31:20  She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.
The best way for the kids among us to grow up to be compassionate members of a society is for them to see it modeled at home.  Moms, are you taking the time to be on the lookout for teachable moments? Model and encourage that compassion.  My parents lived their entire life for others.  My life direction really wasn’t a choice, it was the only thing modeled for me my whole life.  Let that compassion start with your kids and flow from there.  To this day my mom will commiserate with me, love on me, defend me.  
IV. She is Respectable (Able to be respected)
Proverbs 31:25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.
I love that verse because it couples dignity with a sense of humor. That describes so many godly mothers and grandmothers. They carry themselves well with modesty and confidence and a quiet dignity, but they never lose their ability to laugh at themselves and be genuine and real.  When I was about five years old, I'd frequently ask my Grandmother to take her teeth out for me. I thought it was cool, but my mom taught me it wasn't!  And the respect which she earns is also the result of the words she says. This virtuous woman shares words of wisdom. Look at verse 26.

Proverbs 31:26 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 
Have you ever been in a grocery store, or at a restaurant and overheard some of the brutal comments that some moms can make to their child. Moms, your words can encourage or they can decimate the self-image of a child. Choose them carefully.  The most vicious weapon we have is our tongue. Unkind words, criticism, gossip. Solomon said that it would be better to live alone in an attic than to live with a crabby woman. Our words matter. 
Solomon has a lot to say about our tongues in Proverbs. 

Proverbs 12:18  Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
There is a world out there that is viscous, mean, judgmental, cruel, and relentless.  Model mom heals her kids with her compassionate, wise, words. 

Making Model Mommas Day
Model momma is valuable, a hard worker, and respectable.   Now let me talk to all of us because we have a job to do as kids, husbands, sons, and daughters.  That should involve pretty much everyone in the room.   The Bible gives a clear payoff for model momma. 

Proverbs 31: 28 Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 
The kids and the husband get up off the couch, roll out of bed an got tell model mom, “You go girl!  You’re the best!  Look at what you do, that’s tight!”  The payoff for model mom is the admiration of the ones she loves most.  I don’t really care what MOST people think about me, but there is a select few whose opinion means the world.    Model mom gets the props from the ones she dedicates her life it.  (Something your corporation is not going to do for you.)

What we are doing in this house today is not simply fulfilling tradition, it is Biblical.

The Bible throws down three things that this church is going to accept the responsibility for, three practices that will give model mom the payoff she deserves:

#1 Proverbs 31:29  "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all."  
We are going to value mom differently than the culture.  She is worth more than a CEO, a scientist, more than a paycheck, more than any other role of a woman.  We will be a church for working women but we will always tell them that their greatest role is at home. 

#2 Proberbs 31:30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  
We are going to view mom differently than the culture views women.  Her worth is not determined by measurements, skin tone, and image.  She is a woman of accomplishment because the walks with God.  (another trait of model mom)  This passage is the idealized woman, not the airbrushed bimbo on the cover of every magazine. 

#3 Proverbs 31:31 Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
We are going to give mom a public voice.  She has a right to be recognized for what she does in the world.   The city gates were the public forum of their day.  It was their town hall, it was where decision were made.  Only the movers and shakers had voice there.  We are going to create a ministry culture where women have a voice. 

We accept the challenge to make model mom’s day by valuing her differently, viewing her differently, and giving her a voice. 
