A Handicap Accessible God

Leviticus 21:17  "Say to Aaron: 'For the generations to come none of your descendants who has a defect may come near to offer the food of his God.

18 No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; 19 no man with a crippled foot or hand, 20  or who is hunchbacked or dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or running sores or damaged testicles. 21 No descendant of Aaron the priest who has any defect is to come near to present the offerings made to the LORD by fire. He has a defect; he must not come near to offer the food of his God. 22 He may eat the most holy food of his God, as well as the holy food; 23 yet because of his defect, he must not go near the curtain or approach the altar, and so desecrate my sanctuary. I am the LORD, who makes them holy.'"
Access Denied
The commandment of God in Leviticus is not meanness on the part of God.  It is not exclusionary and cruel.  It did not exist because God was disgusted by anyone that was less than perfect.   This directive was more for the protection of man than it was for the benefit of God.  The reason for this commandment is tied to the very nature of God.

Leviticus 11:44 I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy.

The most basic translation of the word holy is other.  God was saying that He is completely other, totally distinct, completely different.  Just as magnets with opposing polarities push each other apart the presence of God would resist anything not like Him.  Flawed humanity coming into the presence of God was mixing fire and ice; it just didn’t work.  

That is why there is such elaborate cleansing rituals spelled out in the OT that had to happen prior to the priest coming into God’s presence.  

That is why the OT priest wore bells on the fringe of his robe and a rope on his leg.  Should he die in the presence of God he could be pulled back. 

In 1st Chonicles 13 a man named Uzzah casually touched the ark of the presence of God and fell over dead.  

It is not viciousness on the part of God.  It is an automatic thing that is happening, the holy nature of God would automatically reject anything not like Him.  It is kind of like licking a light socket.  The light socket doesn’t hate you, but it is going to shock you.  The laws that separated God from flawed humanity were there to protect humanity.  We were not going to taint God, but His holiness could absolutely destroy us.  Matter/anti-matter.

Access Granted
All of that changed with the coming of Jesus Christ.  Because He was divine God in human flesh He established the legal precedent through which we can approach God.  When we put our faith in Jesus Christ it creates a conduit through which we can approach God.  

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

God rejected that which was not like Him.  But now when we approach we are not approaching on our merits, we are still too much unlike Him, He is still too much other.  But now we approach with faith in Christ, who was God manifested in flesh.  With the coming of Christ there is a fundamental shift, His nature did not change and we are still flawed, but because of faith in Christ, because if the covering blood of Christ, because of grace we have access.  

This is better than someone giving you a limitless credit card and turning you loose in the mall. 

This is better than miracle drug that would let you pull your chair up to the all you can eat buffet and eat nonstop without gaining weight. 

This is better than a fully paid scholarship to the University of your Choice. 

This is access to the source of all creativity. 

This is access to the one who controls all wealth. 

This is access to the life giver of Genesis. 

This is access to the warrior God who will fight for you. 

This is access to the Prince of Peace.  

This is access to the Counselor who is the beginning of all wisdom. 

This is access to the God of limitless mercy and grace.  

Handicap Accessible God 

There has been a great regulatory change.  Flawed humanity now has access to Holy God through the covering of blood and faith in Christ.  Here is the problem.  While there has been a huge regulatory shift there has not been an equal shift in how we think about God and how we think about ourselves.  

· We still view God as remote, unapproachable, completely other, completely inaccessible. 

· We still view ourselves as so hopelessly flawed that there is no way, even if God could be approached, could someone like me get close to Him.  

It was as recent as the late 80’s early 90’s that a push was made in this country to require that public places be made handicap accessible.  It was rightly determined that any person, regardless of their limitation, should be allowed access to any place any other person had access to.  There was an understanding that a person’s basic dignity and worth was not diminished by physical limitations, that we should all have equal access to our community. If we can figure that out don’t you think the God that created all of us in His image can figure that out.  

They say actions speak louder than words.  If you study the actions of Christ while He walked on this planet in a human body the message that comes through loud and clear is that this God is handicap accessible.   Christ gave us a view of God that had never existed, a God that is handicap accessible. 
A woman hemorrhaging blood grasps His garment and is healed.
He lays hands on the blind and they are healed. 

On two separate occasions he touches the dead and brings them to life. 

He touches lepers.  The lowest caste of society. 

They drop a nerve-damaged man through the roof of a house, he was placed at the feet of Jesus, who lifted him to wholeness. 

And not just the physically handicapped.  One of his followers came to Him from a life of prostitution and in the presence of the religious folks he received her praise. 

And should there be any doubt that there was a new policy in effect, Jesus had this to say.  Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.
He was announcing a divine new mandate that was a reversal of what had always been.   The very people who were formerly excluded had become the targets of His attention.  

Matthew 9: 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

God wanted one thing made absolutely clear, God is accessible to anyone, anywhere, whatever their condition, whatever their struggle, whatever their failing, or  wound, they can get into the presence of the Living God.

ADA of 1990 has totally changed how we build buildings.   You have to accommodate any and every possible handicap.  You have to bring old buildings up to code to make wider doors for wheelchairs, ramps, guide rails.  I believe God wants the house of faith to be brought up to code where less than perfect people can find their way to the God of all grace.  

In Mark 14 Christ was walking through the temple.  He told the people around Him.  “Tear this temple down and in three days I will rebuild it.”  The did not understand that He was talking about His body.   That three days after the crucifixion He would be resurrected.   But I think there is something else going on here as well.  He is looking at a religious system that denied access to everyone but an exclusive few.  And God decided that religious system grossly misrepresented Himself.  He said, “We need to tear this thing down and rebuild according to code.  We have to make my presence handicap accessible.”  
Ephesians 2:15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
There is no entrance for someone with doubts. RIAC 

There is no entrance for someone with moral failure. RIAC 

How can someone with damaged emotions can get in? RIAC
It is too hard for someone that has been molested to get in. RIAC
Those blinded by failure will not be able to find the entrance. RIAC
Make sure people understand that this is a God that is handicap accessible. 

I come to challenge your idea of a God that is remote, alien, distant, and unreachable.  I come to challenge your somewhat agnostic idea of God.  I come to tell you about a handicap accessible God. 

Accommodating Your Condition

Being the father of a handicapped child I have learned a few things about what the law demands.  Her handicap must be accommodated.  Would it shock you to know that God will accommodate your weakness and failing?  He will not excuse your sin.  He will not wink at your perversion.  He will not ignore your habit.  But He will forgive you, restore you, receive you.  Can you imagine a God that would accommodate your handicap?

Isaiah 42:16 And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.

If they cannot see how to get to me I will lead them.  I will remove every obstacle in their path so they have a straight shot at me.  I will not let them stagger and stumble around groping after me. 

In Isaiah 33 God was speaking through His prophet of what God’s kingdom would ultimately be.  He said the the “lame take the prey.”  God declared that His kingdom would be such that riches and spoils would fall into the hands of the guy that was just struggling and stumbling.  

God will stack the deck, arrange the circumstances, so that even when you have a weakness and a failing you will be blessed.  

Have you ever arranged for your child to win a game that there is no other way they could win? 

Psalm 103:13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.(Knows exactly what He is working with)

I hope by now that no matter how flawed you feel or how high you imagine God to be, I hope you still do not feel like you cannot approach Him.  

Accepting Access
Hebrews 5:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

1. Since God is truly handicap accessible there are only two things that keep people away from Him.

2. Wrong concepts about God.  (I just spent 30 minutes clearing up yours)

3. Lack of awareness of their need.  

If you walk out of here today and do not connect with God I seriously don’t think you can say it is because God is too remote, distant, and inaccessible. He has revealed Himself through His Word.   Chances are you just don’t see or feel the need.   You are not handicapped.  You are perfect, right?  Your world is without flaws?

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

We have all come up short.  We all have blind spots.  We all limp.  We all have a weakness we struggle with.  Were it not for grace not one of us could get close to Him.   If you really want His strength, peace, grace accept that you need Him and accept the access He has given us. 

Luke 14:16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: 17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 20 and another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21  So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. 23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

It makes no difference to God who fills His house.  This is the great secret.  He made His kingdom handicap accessible because ultimately He is going to transform us all anyway.  So it really doesn’t matter how wounded and damaged we are when we walk in.  

If any man be in Christ He is a new creature…
