A Beautiful Mind

Psalms 8:1 To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 2  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 3  When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

David looked at the vast expanse of the heavens.  Even without the extensive scientific knowledge we possess understood the immense sweep of the sky to be unfathomable and immeasurable.  

The heavens: An expanse of space that stretches beyond my ability to imagine.   That is the work of your fingers.  The fingers of God shaped it in all of it’s complexity and profundity as easily as a child molding clay into a bowl.   

The moon and stars: Vast, blazing, inexplicable bodies that move incredible distances in space.  They burn and shine with intensity and yet are seemingly never consumed.  Generations of men come and go and leave records of the same stars in the same patterns.   The closest thing we can conceptually equate to eternal.  They exist because God with the vibration of His voice caused them to come into being and they remain in their paths through heaven for millennia because God wills it to be so.  

This passage is not about the vastness of heaven.  We know the facts of how many light years separate the stars, with what intensity the sun blazes.  These elements are only mentioned so we can have some inkling of a clue as to the power and ability of the God that created them and orchestrates their movements.   

He is more mindful than we are forgettable. 

Who is like unto the Lord our God. Who humbleth himself to see the things that are done in the heavens…

He raises the poor up out of the dung…

Genesis 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of the second month--on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14 They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. 15  Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. 16 The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. 21 Every living thing that moved on the earth perished--birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 22  Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 8:1 But God remembered Noah.

One particular aspect of human behavior  

